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By Mr. Dennett of Sharon, petition of the Massachusetts Selectmen’s 
Association for legislation‘ relative to mortgages of real estate owned 
by applicants for old age assistance. Pensions.

Ci)t Commontoealtt) of ^assacfjusetts

Iii the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n  A ct  r e l a t iv e  to  m o r t g a g e s  o f  r e a l  e s t a t e  b y

APPLICANTS FOR OLD AGE ASSISTANCE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and eighteen A of the Gen-
2 eral Laws is hereby amended by striking out section
3 four, as most recently amended by chapter seven
4 hundred and twenty-nine of the acts of nineteen hun-
5 dred and forty-one, and inserting in the place thereof
6 the following: —
7 Section f. The ownership of an equity in vacant
8 land from which no income is derived, or in real
9 estate upon which an applicant actually resides,

10 shall not disqualify him from assistance under this
11 chapter. The amount paid as assistance to any aged
12 person under this chapter shall constitute a lien on
13 the property of the recipient, which upon his death
14 shall be enforced against the estate; provided, that
15 no such lien shall be enforced against any real estate
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16 of the recipient while it is occupied as a home by the
17 recipient’s surviving spouse, if married to the re-
18 cipient prior to , and prior to her re-mar-
19 riage. Every such lien shall be forthwith entered for
20 record in the proper registry of deeds or registry
21 district of the land court, as the case may be, and the
22 register of deeds or assistant recorder of the land
23 court shall thereupon record and register such liens
24 without fee. The treasurer of the town shall have the
25 power to discharge any such lien upon payment of the
26 amount due. The town shall have a preferred claim
27 against such person’s real estate for the amount of
28 any assistance paid to him under this chapter and
29 for the amount, if any, paid by the town for funeral
30 expenses, which shall be paid in priority to all other
31 clahns against said estate, except prior preferred
32 claims, including taxes, and probate fees. In any
33 case where an applicant for assistance is married and
34 living with his spouse, the bureau shall obtain from
35 such spouse a consent to the attachment of the liens
36 herein provided for to any property owned by such
37 applicant and such spouse before authorizing the
38 payment to such applicant of any assistance under
39 this chapter. Such lien shall thereupon become a
40 charge upon such property, and the interest of such
41 spouse in such property shall thereafter be subject
42 to such lien. Out of the proceeds realized by the
43 town under this section, the federal government,
44 through the commonwealth, the commonwealth and
45 the town furnishing the assistance shall be reimbursed
46 in proportion to the amounts of their respective
47 contributions.


