
HOUSE No. 741

By Mr. Burke of Ipswich, petition of Lockwood Myrick, Jr., and 
others relative to commitment of insane persons and to their oppor
tunities for communication. Public Welfare.

C !)t C o m m o n to e a ltJ)  o f Q ^ a s o a c iju s e tts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n  A ct  r e l a t iv e  to th e  com m itm en t  of th e  in s a n e

AND RELATIVE TO THEIR OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMUNI

CATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Sectio n  1. Chapter one hundred and twenty-three
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
3 at the beginning thereof of section fifty, as appear-
4 ing in the Tercentenary Edition, the following sen-
5 fences: — When any person is supposed to be in-
6 sane, any reputable citizen of the county may file
7 with the clerk of one of the courts hereinafter named
8 a written statement that the person named is insane.
9 The statement must be accompanied by the names

10 of the witnesses (one of whom must be a physician
11 having knowledge of the case) by whom the truth of
12 its charges may be proved. Upon filing of the state-
13 ment aforesaid, the person alleged to be insane shall
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14 be given at least twenty-four hours’ official notice of •
15 the time and place of the hearing for the determining
16 of his mental condition.

1 Se c tio n  2. Chapter one hundred and twenty-three
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out in the third and fourth sentences of section
4 fifty-one, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
5 and inserting in place thereof the following sentences:—
6 The hearing shall be by jury or by a commission of
7 two physicians; and in either case the judge shall
8 preside and the patient must be present. When
9 no jury is demanded or is deemed to be manifestly

10 unnecessary by the judge, he shall appoint two quali-
11 tied physicians to examine personally the patient;
12 and the patient shall have benefit of counsel and of
13 the testimony of physicians of his own choosing.

1 Sec tio n  3. Chapter one hundred and twenty-
2 three of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 adding to section fifty-seven, as appearing in the
4 Tercentenary Edition, the following sentence:— The
5 trial proceedings shall conform in all respects, as
6 nearly as may be, to the ordinary practice of the court
7 in question, the rights of the person whose mental
8 condition is inquired into being the same as those of
9 any defendant in a civil suit.

1 Sec tio n  4. Chapter one hundred and twenty-
2 three of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out the final sentence of section ninety-
4 eight, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
5 and inserting in place thereof the following sen-
6 tence: — Every patient shall be permitted to write
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7 and send letters, unopened, to any person who does
8 not give written notice that he wishes to receive no
9 more of the patient’s letters.

1 Sec tio n  5. Chapter one hundred and twenty-
2 three of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out section one hundred and ten, as appear-
4 ing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in
5 place thereof the following section: —
6 Section 110. Any one w-ho wilfully conspires un-
7 lawiully to commit to a hospital for the insane a
8 person vTho is not insane shall be punished by a
9 fine of not more than one thousand dollars or one

10 year’s imprisonment or both; and any physician,
11 lawyer or public official who so conspires shall be
12 barred from further practice of his profession or
13 office.




