
HOUSE No. 750

By Mr. Cleary of Boston, petition of Edward T. Kelly (chairman 
of the board of assessors of the city of Boston) relative to certain tax 
forms and to the verification of lists of personal property. Taxation.

C&e Commontoealt!) of agassacimsetw
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An  Act relative to certain tax  forms and to the

VERIFICATION OF LISTS OF PERSONAL PROPERTY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section thirty-one of chapter fifty-
2 eight of the General Laws, as appearing in the Ter-
3 centenary Edition, is hereby amended by inserting
4 at the end thereof the following new sentence: —  The
5 commissioner may insert in any form required or
6 authorized to be prescribed or approved by him a
7 provision that it shall be subscribed under the penal-
8 ties of perjury, —  so as to read as follows: —  Sec-
9 tion 31. In addition to the forms expressly required

10 by any other provision of law to be as prescribed or
11 approved by the commissioner, such other forms as
12 may be deemed by him to be necessary or convenient
13 for use under any provision of chapters fifty-nine to
14 sixty-five A, inclusive, shall be as prescribed or ap-
15 proved by him; provided, that variance from a form
16 so prescribed or approved shall not affect the validity
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17 of the form so used, if the form used is in substantial
18 conformity to that so prescribed or approved, and the
19 commissioner shall, upon written request, approve
20 said form for the particular use intended. In any case
21 where the commissioner, under authority hereinbe-
22 fore granted to him, shall prescribe or approve only
23 a portion of a form as being necessary or convenient
24 for use, the provisions of this section relative to forms
25 shall apply to such portion of a form. The com-
26 missioner may insert in any form required or author-
27 ized to be prescribed or approved by him a provision
28 that it shall be subscribed under the penalties of
29 perjury.

1 Section 2. Chapter fifty-nine of the General
2 Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended by strik-
3 ing out section thirty-one and inserting in place thereof
4 the following new section: —
5 Section 81. The assessors shall in all cases re-
6 quire a person bringing in a list to make oath that
7 it is true or to subscribe the same under the penalties
8 of perjury. An oath hereunder may be administered 
9- by any of the assessors or by their secretary or head

10 clerk, or by any notary public, whose jurat shall be
11 duly authenticated by his seal, or, in this common-
12 wealth, by a justice of the peace.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


