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By Mr. Lobel of Boston, petition of the Massachusetts Town Clerks’ 
Association for legislation relative to the tenure of office of town 
clerks. Towns.

Cj)c Commontoealtf) of e^assacinisetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n  Act relative to the tenure of office of town

CLERKS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter forty-one of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the
3 paragraph contained in the fifth line, as appearing
4 in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
5 thereof the following: —
6 A town clerk for the term of one or more years,
7 or for an unlimited term in towns where the office of
8 town clerk is subject to the provisions of section one
9 hundred and seven A of this chapter.

1 Section 2. Said chapter forty-one is hereby
2 amended by striking out section one hundred and
3 seven and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 107. Every person elected to any town
5 office designated by name in section one of this chap-
6 ter before entering upon his official duties shall be
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7 sworn to the faithful performance thereof, either by
8 the moderator in open town meeting or by a .town
9 clerk, and unless other provision is specifically made

10 by lawr, shall enter upon the performance of his duties
11 on the day after his election or as soon thereafter rs
12 he is qualified and shall hold office during the term
13 fixed by law, which shall begin on the day after said
14 election and until another person is qualified in his
15 stead.

1 Section 3. Said chapter forty-one is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after section one hundred
3 and seven the following new section: —
4 Section 107A. A person who is elected town clerk
5 shall be sworn either by the moderator or by a notary
6 public and shall hold office during good behavior
7 unless incapacitated by physical or mental disability
8 from performing the duties of clerk and until the
9 selectmen shall remove him therefrom in accordance

10 with the provisions of chapter thirty-one, and the
11 rules and regulations relative to removal from the
12 classified public service. Any vacancy in the office
13 of town clerk in any town shall be filled by election
14 by a vote of a majority of its board of selectmen and
15 said clerk shall serve until the next regular town
16 election at which time his successor shall be elected
17 to serve during good behavior as provided by this
18 section.

1 Section 4. Every town clerk in office upon the
2 effective date of this act shall continue to hold office
3 during good behavior, subject to the provisions of this
4 act and other pertinent provisions of the General
5 Laws.


