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By Mr. Winslow of Cambridge, petition of the Cape Cod Hotel 
Association for the suspension of certain laws relative to collection of 
claims by attachment or trustee process, foreclosure of mortgages or 
hens and the collection of taxes. The Judiciary.

Cfie CommontoealtJ) of ^assacfmsetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n  A c t  t o  r e l ie v e  d is t r e s s  c a u s e d  b y  c o n d it io n s

ARISING OUT OF THE PROSECUTION OF THE WAR.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 For the duration of the unlimited national emer-
2 gency as declared by the president of the United States
3 on May twenty-seven, nineteen hundred and forty-
4 one (Proclamation 2487) and during the next two
5 calendar years thereafter, there shall be suspended
6 the operation of all statutes and laws of this common-
7 wealth providing for the collection of claims by
8 attachment or trustee process, or execution sale, the
9 bringing of receivership proceedings, the foreclosing

10 of mortgages or liens in any manner provided, and
11 on the part of municipalities the collection of taxes
12 by any statute provided. The suspension of these
13 remedies shall however be operative only in cases
14 where the debtor shall by a bill in equity in the su-
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15 perior court prove to the satisfaction of the couit a
16 condition of actual distress, or of prospective distress
17 due to the probability of an operating loss in the
18 immediate future, and that said distress is caused
19 substantially by the war or conditions arising out
20 of the prosecution of the war. When such fact is
21 established said court shall enter a decree and forthwith
22 there shall be suspended the operation of the laws
23 hereinbefore enumerated, and such suspension shall
24 continue for the duration of said unlimited national
25 emergency as declared by the president of the United
26 States May twenty-seven, nineteen hundred and
27 forty-one (Proclamation 2487) and during the next
28 two calendar years thereafter, or until the further
29 order of the court, and any and all proceedings com-
30 menced prior to this decree by a creditor or munici-
31 pality which has invoked any of the remedies or
32 proceedings herein made the subject of suspension
33 shall be made null and void by decree of the said
34 court. The superior court in such proceedings shall
35 have full equity jurisdiction. The word “ debtor”
36 in this statute shall include individuals partnerships
37 associations corporations and fiduciaries. When the
38 provisions of this act are invoked any statute of
39 limitations applicable to the matters embraced in
40 such proceedings shall be tolled during the period
41 of the suspension of the remedies set forth in this
42 act. If any portion of this act is held to be uncon-
43 stitutional or invalid, such holding shall not affect the
4-± \ alidity of the act as a whole, or any other portion 
45 thereof.


