
HOUSE No. 899• • •

By Mr. Hutchinson of Boston, petition of Edward A. Hutchinson, 
Jr., for legislation to extend the power of public bodies corporate to 
engage in defense housing during the present emergency. State Ad
ministration.

Cöe Commontoealti) of spassacfnisetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n A ct to e x t e n d  th e  po w er  of public  bodies cor

porate TO ENGAGE IN DEFENSE HOUSING DURING THE 
PRESENT EMERGENCY.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to extend the
3 power of local housing authorities and other public
4 bodies corporate to co-operate with the federal gov-
5 ernment in providing, operating and maintaining
6 housing for persons engaged in national defense
7 activities, therefore, it is declared to be an emer-
8 gency law, necessary for the immediate preservation
9 of the public safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section  1. Chapter three hundred and seventeen
2 of the acts ‘ of nineteen hundred and forty-one is
3 hereby amended by striking out section one and m-
4 serting in place thereof the following: —
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5 Section 1. Until the president of the United States
6 shall have declared that the emergency declared by
7 him on September eighth, nineteen hundred and
8 thirty-nine, to exist, has ceased to exist, housing
9 authorities now existing or hereafter created pursuant

10 to section twenty-six L of chapter one hundred and
11 twenty-one of the General Laws, or corresponding
12 provisions of earlier laws, may, notwithstanding any
13 limitations or conditions in sections twenty-six I to
14 twenty-six HH, inclusive, of said chapter one hun-
15 dred and twenty-one, co-operate with the federal
16 government, which term in this act shall include any
17 agency or instrumentality thereof, in providing, oper-
18 ating and maintaining housing for persons, and the
19 families of such persons while living with them, en-
20 gaged in national defense activities, which term in
21 this act shall include without limiting the generality
22 thereof (1) enlisted men in the naval or military
23 services of the United States; (2) employees of the
24 United States in the navy or war departments assigned
25 to duty at naval or military reservations, posts or
26 bases; (3) workers engaged or to be engaged in in-
27 dustries connected with and essential to the national
28 defense and (4) officers of the United States Army
29 and Marine Corps not above the grade of captain
30 and officers of the United States Navy and Coast
31 Guard, not above the grade of lieutenant, senior
32 grade, assigned to duty at naval or military reserva-
33 tions, posts or bases or to duty at defense industries.
34 Such co-operation maj  ̂ consist of consultation and
35 advice, of assistance by acting as intermediary be-
36 tween the federal government and a municipal
37 government, of operating and managing housing
38 constructed or owned or leased by the federal gov-
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39 eminent, either through agency, contract, lease or
40 purchase, of constructing housing in whole or in part
41 with financial assistance from the federal govern-
42 ment or as an agency of the federal government and
43 either operating and managing such housing or turn-
44 ing it over to the federal government for operation
45 and management, of selling a housing project wholly 
48 or partly completed to the federal government, of
47 converting the whole or part of a low-rent housing
48 project wholly or partly completed into a project for
49 housing persons engaged in national defense activities
50 and operating and managing it as such or of acting
51 in any other manner in accordance with the laws of
52 the United States relating to housing for persons en-
53 gaged in national defense activities. Nothing in this
54 section or in the six following sections shall be con-
55 strued to financially obligate the commonwealth.

1 Section  2. Said chapter three hundred and seven-
2 teen is hereby further amended by inserting after
3 section three the two following new sections: —
4 Section 3A. In any city or town in which said
5 board finds that an acute shortage of housing exists
6 or impends which would impede national defense
7 activities and that such housing would not be pro-
8 vided by private capital, and in which no housing
9 authority exists, or in which the housing authority

10 refuses, neglects or is unable, by reason of the unwill-
11 ingness of the federal government to co-operate with
12 such authority or otherwise, to take action to relieve
13 such shortage, a commission of not more than seven
14 nor less than five members appointed by the mayor
15 of such city subject to confirmation by the city coun-
16 cil, or by the selectmen of such town, or a housing
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17 authority in any other city or town in the common-
18 wealth not more than twenty miles distant from such
19 city or town, with the approval of said board, or said
20 board itself, may exercise all of the powers granted to
21 housing authorities by sections one, three, three B
22 and four of this act. Any commission or housing
23 authority acting under this section shall be subject to
24 section two of this act. If any property is acquired
25 under this section by a commission, a housing author-
26 ity or said board, title thereto shall be vested in the
27 city or town in which such commission was authorized
28 to act, the housing authority or the commonwealth,
29 as the case may be; provided, however, that no real
30 property shall be acquired by a commission under
31 this section without the consent of the city or town
32 in which such commission was authorized to act, and
33 no real property shall be acquired by said board under
34 this section without the consent of the governor and
35 council.
36 Section SB. A commission appointed under sec-
37 tion three A may, subject to the approval of the
38 board, adopt rules and regulations not inconsistent
39 with this act, and may enter into contracts for the
40 borrowing and expenditure of money and the con-
41 struction and operation of projects in the manner
42 provided in this act; but it shall have no power to
43 pledge the credit of or otherwise financially obligate
44 the city or town in which it is authorized to act. The
45 provisions of section twenty-six X  of chapter one
46 hundred and twenty-one of the General Laws shall
47 so far as apt apply to such a commission and to the
48 city or town in which such commission was author-
49 ized to act. Any city or town may furnish or agree
50 to furnish to a housing project constructed, being
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51 constructed or operated under this act and situated
52 in another city or town in the commonwealth not
53 more than twenty miles distant from such city or
54 town any services and facilities which it is authorized
55 to furnish to its own inhabitants or to property located
56 within its limits.

1 Section  3. Said chapter three hundred and seven-
2 teen is hereby further amended by striking out section
3 four and inserting in place thereof the following: ■—■
4 Section 4 - When the president of the United States
5 shall have declared that the emergency declared by
6 him on September eighth, nineteen hundred and
7 thirty-nine, to exist, has ceased to exist, any housing
8 acquired and held by a housing authority under sec-
9 tion one or section three A or held by a city or town

10 or the commonwealth under section three A, unless
11 otherwise provided in this act or in any contract
12 between such housing authority or a commission
13 appointed uiMer section three A and authorized to
14 act in such city or town or said state board and the
15 federal government shall, if the state board of hous-
16 ing shall determine that there is need therefor, there-
17 after be held and used as housing for persons in the
18 service or the employ of the war department or the
19 navy department of the United States; or, if said
20 state board shall determine that there is need therefor
21 shall thereafter so far as consistent with federal legis-
22 lation then in force be held and used as low-rent
23 housing for familes of low income, and the provisions
24 of said sections twenty-six I to twenty-six HH, inclu-
25 sive, shall, so far as apt, be applicable to such housing.
26 If said state board shall determine that such housing
27 is not needed for either of the foregoing purposes, it
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28 shall be disposed of on as advantageous terms as
29 possible.
30 Said state board may at any time agree, or approve
31 an agreement between a housing authority or a com-
32 mission appointed under section three A, with the
33 federal government that any specified housing con-
34 structed with financial assistance from the federal
35 government under this act for persons engaged in
36 national defense activities shall, when said emergency
37 has been declared to have ceased to exist, thereafter
38 be held and used as low-rent housing for families of
39 low income, and the provisions of sections twenty-
40 six I to twenty-six HH, inclusive shall, so far as apt,
41 be applicable to such housing as soon as it is so held
42 and used.

1 Section  4. Any vote, action, contract or other
2 act taken or entered into or appointment made by
3 the state board of housing or a housing authority or
4 the mayor of a city or the selectmen of a town, or
5 by a commission appointed as provided by section
6 three A of said chapter three hundred and seventeen,
7 subsequent to the declaration of the president of the
8 United States on September eighth, nineteen hundred
9 and thirty-nine, that an emergency exists, which

10 would have been valid if the provisions of said chap-
11 ter three hundred and seventeen, as amended by
12 this act, had been in force when taken, entered into
13 or made is hereby ratified and confirmed, to the same
14 extent as if said provisions had then been in force.

1 Sectio n  5. For the purpose of carrying out the
2 provisions of this act, the state treasurer shall from
3 tune to time, on the request of the state board of
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4 housing, and subject to the approval of the governor
5 and council, issue bonds not exceeding in the aggre-
6 gate, the sum of fifty million dollars. Such bond shall
7 be issued for such terms as the governor shall recom-
8 mend in accordance with section three of article
9 LXII of the amendments to the constitution, and shall

10 bear as shall be fixed by the state treasurer with the
11 approval of the governor and council.




