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MEMORANDUM OF COMMISSIONER OF COR
PORATIONS AND TAXATION PURSUANT TO 
GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 3, SECTION 7, 
AS AMENDED, WITH RESPECT TO PETI
TION OF SEBASTIANO PENNA (PERMA) 
AND OTHERS RELATIVE TO THE CORPO
RATE POWERS OF THE CHRISTOPHER CO
LUMBUS (ITALIAN) MUTUAL AID AND 
BENEFIT SOCIETY, INC., OF WINCHESTER.

J a n u a r y  22, 1943.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The above-named petition was transmitted to me by 
the Clerk of the House January 11, 1943. Pursuant to 
notification by me an amendment of the petition was 
filed with me for the purpose of indicating why the object 
sought by the petition cannot be accomplished under the 
General Laws. This amendment is enclosed herewith.

The records of this Department indicate that the name 
of the corporation presumably referred to in the petition 
and bill is Christopher Columbus Italian Mutual Aid 
and Benefit Society, Inc., of Winchester. No record is 
found of such a corporation under the name of Christo
pher Columbus Mutual Aid and Benefit Society, Inc., of 
Winchester. Christopher Columbus Italian Mutual Aid 
and Benefit Society, Inc., of Winchester was organized 
August 2, 1923, under General Laws, chapter 176. It
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seeks certain powers not permitted under that chapter. 
The object sought requires legislation if the General 
Court deems it good policy to enact it. It may be ques
tioned whether it is desirable to enact general provisions 
dealing with fraternal benefit associations (see General 
Laws, chapter 176) and then by repeated special acts 
make provisions at variance therewith. In view of the 
duties of the Commissioner of Insurance with respect to 
organizations of this kind, his opinion may be desired.

No fee is required in the case of a corporation of this 
kind.

Respectfully yours,

HENRY F. LONG,
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation.
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Mr. Ramsdell of Winchester presented a petition of Sebastiano 
Penna and others relative to the corporate powers of the Christopher 
Columbus Mutual Aid and Benefit Society, Inc., of Winchester. 
Insurance.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n  A ct  r e l a t iv e  to  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  p o w e r s  o f  t h e

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS MUTUAL AID AND BENEFIT 

SOCIETY, INC., OF WINCHESTER.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:'

1 The Christopher Columbus Mutual Aid and Bene-
2 fit Society, Inc., of Winchester, a corporation duly
3 established under general law, may, in the event of
4 the death of a member, pay a death or funeral benefit
5 limited to not more than five hundred dollars. Said
6 corporation, except as otherwise provided herein,
7 shall have all the powers, rights and privileges,. and
8 shall be subject to all the duties, liabilities and restric-
9 tions, conferred or imposed by laws now or hereafter

10 in force, upon fraternal benefit societies operating
11 under section forty-six of chapter one hundred and
12 seventy-six of the General Laws.
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