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By Mr. O’Keefe of Peabody, petition of William H. Fay relative to 
attorneys’ fees in workmen’s compensation cases in appeals to the 
Supreme Judicial Court and the Superior Court. Labor and Indus
tries.

Cfoe Commotttoealti) of Q^assac&uaettsf

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n  A c t  r e l a t iv e  t o  a t t o r n e y s ’ p e e s  in  w o r k m e n ’s

COMPENSATION CASES IN APPEALS TO THE SUPERIOR 

AND SUPREME COURTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows;

1 Section thirteen of chapter one hundred and fifty-
2 two of the General Laws, as amended by chapter
3 sixty-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
4 three, is hereby further amended by inserting after
5 the word “ thereof” in the sixth line the following
6 new sentence: — Any attorney’s fee of one hundred
7 dollars or less on appeal to the superior court and of
8 one hundred and fifty dollars or less on appeal to the
9 supreme court shall be approved without question

10 and if the appeal is successful such fee shall be paid
11 by the insurer, — so as to read as follows: — Sec-
12 tion 13. Fees of attorneys and physicians and charges
13 of hospitals for services under this chapter shall be
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14 subject to the approval of the department. If the
15 insurer and any physician or hospital, or the employee
16 and any attorney, fail to agree as to the amount to
17 be paid for such services, either party may notify
18 the department, which may thereupon assign the case
19 for hearing by a member thereof. Any attorney’s
20 fee of one hundred dollars or less on appeal to the
21 superior court and of one hundred and fifty dollars
22 or less on appeal to the supreme court shall be ap-
23 proved without question and if the appeal is success-
24 ful such fee shall be paid by the insurer. The mem-
25 ber shall report the facts to the department for
26 decision, and the decision shall be enforceable under
27 section eleven. Any hospital referred to in section
28 seventy of chapter one hundred and eleven shall
29 be precluded from recovering in any form of action
30 any charges for services under this chapter in excess
31 of the amount approved by the department.


