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By Miss Falvey of Somerville, petition of Catherine E. Falvey rela-
tive to the voluntary admission of persons and the commitment thereof
to certain institutions. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act relative to the voluntary admission of
PERSONS AND TO THE COMMITMENT OF PERSONS TO

INSTITUTIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and twenty-three of the
2 General Laws (Tercentenary Edition) is hereby
3 amended by adding at the end the following new
4 section:
5 Section 125. The trustees, superintendent or mana-
-6 ger of any institution to which a dipsomaniac, an
7 inebriate, or one addicted to the intemperate use of
8 narcotics or stimulants may be committed may
9 receive and detain therein as a boarder and patient

10 any person who is desirous of submitting himself to
11 treatment, and who makes written application therefor
12 and is mentally competent to make the application
13 or such persons who are deemed admissible in the
14 above institution who shall be committed to such by
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15 the bureau for the care of inebriates; and such person
16 who desires so to submit himself for treatment may
17 make such written application. Except as herein-
-18 after provided, no such person shall be detained more
19 than three days after having given written notice of
20 his intention or desire to leave the institution; pro-
-21 vided that if his condition is deemed by the trustees,
22 superintendent or manager to be such that further
23 hospital care is necessary and that he is no longer
24 mentally competent to be detained therein as a volun-
-25 tary patient, or that he could not be discharged from
26 such institution with safety to himself and to others,
27 said superintendent or manager shall forthwith cause
28 application to be made for his commitment to an
29 institution for the insane, and during the pending of
30 such application, may detain him under the written
31 application hereinbefore referred to or in the event
32 that such person has been committed by the bureau
33 for the care of inebriates, he may not be released until
34 such time of commitment has expired or until such
35 action on the part of the board prior to the expiration
36 of such time.


