
SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION AND THE DE-
PARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH RELA-
TIVE TO ADDITIONAL SEWERAGE WORKS
FOR THE SOUTH METROPOLITAN SEW-
ERAGE SYSTEM IN THE DORCHESTER
DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF BOSTON AND
THE TOWN OF MILTON.

[Metropolitan Affairs.]

December 2, 1942.

To the Honorable Senate and Home of Representatives of Massachusetts
in General Court assembled.

The Metropolitan District Commission and the De-
partment of Public Health, authorized and directed, un-
der the provisions of chapter 93 of the Resolves of 1941,
to make an investigation as to the advisability of provid-
ing for the construction of a main sewer or sewers with
sewer connections and other works in the Dorchester
District of the city of Boston and in the town of Milton,
have completed their investigation and herewith submit
their report.

Chapter 93 of the Resolves of 1941 reads as follows:

No. 1278HOUSE
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Resolve providing for an Investigation relative to Additional
Sewerage Works for the South Metropolitan Sewerage
System in the Dorchester District of the City of Boston
and the Town of Milton.

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission and the de-
partment of public health, acting as a joint board, are hereby author-
ized and directed to make an investigation relative to the advisability
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of providing for the construction of a main sewer or sewers, with sewer
connections and other works, in the Dorchester district of the city of
Boston and in the town of Milton, from a point near Butler street in
said Dorchester district and thence southerly to a point in the vicinity
of Adams and Squantum streets in said town of Milton, thence by
force main to the south metropolitan high level sewer, or such other
improvements in the south metropolitan sewerage system as may be
necessary for improving the sewerage works within said areas. Said
board shall report to the general court its findings, and its recom-
mendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to
carry its recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the
clerk of the house of representatives on or before the first Wednesday
in December in the year nineteen hundred and forty-two.

The question of the construction of a sewer across the
Neponset River from a point in the vicinity of Butler
Street in Dorchester to relieve the existing 36-inch by
48-inch Metropolitan sewer in the vicinity of Cedar
Grove Cemetery just above Granite Avenue and the
sewer of the city of Boston, known as the Dorchester
branch interceptor, has been considered in legislative in-
vestigations on a number of occasions. Reference is
made in this connection to House Document No. 1600
of 1937, page 147, House Document No. 187 of 1938,
page 4, and House Document No. 2465 of 1939, page 33.
In House Document No. 187 of the year 1938 the Met-
ropolitan District Commission and the Department of
Public Health acting jointly recommended the construc-
tion of a sewer as herein referred to and presented legis-
lation providing for such construction.

A portion of the old Neponset Valley sewer of the
South Metropolitan Sewerage System, varying in size
from 30 inches by 31 inches to 36 inches by 48 inches,
extends in a general easterly direction from the point
where Monponset Street in Hyde Park crosses the high
level sewer to a connection with the Dorchester branch
interceptor of the Boston Main Drainage System at or
near Granite Avenue. (See Plan, Appendix I.) The
36-inch by 48-inch sewer in the portion of its course be-
low Butler Street in Dorchester through Cedar Grove
Cemetery is in a dilapidated condition, and it is inad-
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visable for repair crews to enter it for repair purposes.
The velocity of flow in this sewer is low, and at times of
high tides and excessive rainfall consideral 1c quantities
of sewage back up and escape to the marshes bordering
the Neponset River below Butler Street. It does not
permit of simple repairs. There are no connections to
this sewer below Butler Street, where it would be inter-
cepted by the proposed sewer. In a section of this sewer
200 or 300 feet below Butler Street repairs have been
made, but the sewer still leaks in a number of places,
especially when sewage backs up, due to conditions of
high flow in the Boston Main Drainage System above
the Calf Pasture pumping station. The arch of this
sewer has collapsed in certain places and the sewer should
be rebuilt when materials and funds are available if the
proposed sewer hereinafter referred to is not to be con-
structed. It also is understood that the Boston part of
this Dorchester branch interceptor is in an unsatisfactory
condition.

In connection with the investigation reported in House
Document No. 187, the Metropolitan District Commis-
sion, Sewerage Division, prepared a plan dated January,
1937, providing for interception of the sewage from the
old Neponset Valley sewer at Butler Street near the
tracks of the Dorchester Rapid Transit Railroad. This
plan provides for a 6-foot by 6-foot 3-inch sewer to ex-
tend in a southeasterly direction through Butler Street,
thence in a siphon under the Neponset River consisting
of three 36-inch pipes and thence through the Neponset
River Reservation southeasterly a distance of about 5,600
feet to a proposed pumping station near the corner of
Squantum Street and Hurlcroft Road in Milton, whence
the sewage would be lifted in a 30-inch force main hav-
ing a length of about 1,375 feet to a connection with the
existing high level sewer in Brook Road. Estimates of
cost for the construction of this sewer made by the Met-
ropolitan District Commission in January, 1937, indicate
that the cost of this sewer and connection with provi-
sions for pumping would then have been $500,600. No
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surveys have recently been made to show any impor-
tant changes in the proposed plan, but a study of the
relative cost figures for the construction of the proposed
works as outlined in the general plan of January, 1937,
indicates that the present cost would be about $650,000,
provided materials can be obtained.

The town of Milton has been a member of the South
Metropolitan Sewerage District for many years, and a
considerable portion of the sewage of this town is dis-
charged into the high level sewer. Some of the sewage
of Milton is discharged into the Upper Neponset Valley
sewer, but a very considerable quantity is discharged
into the old Neponset Valley sewer of the South Metro-
politan System below its intersection with the high level
sewer. Chapter 80 of the Acts of 1897 provided for the
construction by the Metropolitan Sewerage Commission-
ers of sewers across the Neponset River to Milton at or
near Granite Avenue, at or near Adams Street, at or near
Central Avenue, at or near Blue Hill Avenue, and at
such other places as the Metropolitan Sewer Board might
deem reasonable, and all but that connection at Granite
Avenue have been constructed.

The sewage now discharged into the old Neponset
Valley sewer is disposed of into the Boston Main Drain-
age System, and no plans have as yet been prepared for
treatment of the sewage of this drainage district as is
the case in connection with the sewage from the South
Metropolitan District. Therefore one purpose of the
plan herein considered is to collect all of the sewage of
the South Metropolitan District for treatment.

The cost to the South Metropolitan District for the
use of that portion of the Boston Main Drainage System
between a point near Granite Avenue and the outlet at
Moon Island is arranged for on a contract basis for peri-
ods of five years. The following annual payments have
been made or contracted for:

1932-1936 $17,857
1937-1941 20,837
1942-1946 19,450
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These payments include an amount of about $5O per
year for the removal of the sewage of the Squantum dis-
trict of Quincy, where the sewage is pumped into the
Boston Main Drainage outlet sewer at Squantum.

The construction of the proposed relief sewer has been
urged on a number of occasions by officials of the town
of Milton because of the relief to be afforded that town
from pumping the sewage from a rapidly growing area
in the easterly part of the town into the high level sewer.
A pumping station was constructed some years ago by
the town of Milton near the corner of Libby Road and
Squantum Street by means of which sewage from this
low level district containing at present 487 houses is now
pumped into the high level sewer. The town of Milton
is completing the construction of a second pumping sta-
tion near the corner of Granite Avenue and Hope Ave-
nue, by means of which the sewage from a considerable
area of the town, which is becoming populated rapidly
and containing at present some 158 houses, is to be
pumped into a gravity sewer leading to the Libby Road
pumping station. The population of the easterly portion
of the town of Milton is growing very rapidly, and this
increase is due in part to the establishment of houses for
workers at the shipyards in Quincy and Hingham. The
soil in this district is not well adapted to the disposal of
sewage by subsurface means, and sewage overflows from
numerous cesspools from time to time. The town is tak-
ing such action as is practicable to provide the necessary
sewers, but under present conditions the sewage from this
area must be pumped twice at a considerable cost to the
town of Milton unless the proposed new sewer is con-
structed. In this connection it should be stated that the
South Metropolitan Sewerage District pumps the sew-
age from the city of Quincy.

The proposed Metropolitan pumping station at the
southerly end of the sewer herein proposed will be lo-
cated on land of the Metropolitan District Commission
near the corner of Squantum Street and Hurlcroft Road.
It will be practicable for the town of Milton to construct
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a sewer in a southwesterly direction from their pumping
station now under construction near Granite Avenue to
a connection with the new Metropolitan pumping sta-
tion, and the sewage from the Libby Road pumping sta-tion can likewise be discharged into this sewer so as tomake pumping by the town of Milton in this district
unnecessary. Thus the proposed sewer will be of great
advantage to the town of Milton.

Another point in favor of the construction of the pro-
posed sewer is that it will reduce to some extent the
quantity of sewage now discharged through the Moon
Island outlet of the Boston Main Drainage System. As
pointed out by the joint board, consisting of the Metro-
politan District Commission and the Department of Pub-
lic Health, in its report, House, No. 187 of 1938, sewage
can be disposed of in a more satisfactory manner through
the South Metropolitan sewer outlets than through the
Boston Main Drainage outlet. Another advantage is the
relief of the present Old Neponset Valley sewer in the
vicinity of Cedar Grove Cemetery from which sewage
now overflows from time to time to the Neponset marshes
and which in places is beyond repair. In view of the
decided advantage to a rapidly growing portion of the
South Metropolitan District, the more suitable means of
sewage disposal, and the relief of an old dilapidated
sewer, the Metropolitan District Commission and the
Department of Public Health again recommend the con-
struction of the Lower Neponset Valley Relief sewer and
are submitting hereto as Appendix II a draft of legisla-
tion intended for carrying this recommendation into
effect.

Respectfully submitted,

METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION

EUGENE C. HULTMAN,
Commissioner.

DEPARTMENT 01 PUBLIC HEALTH.

PAUL J. JAKMAUH, M.D.,
Commissioner.
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Appendix 11.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act providing for the construction of addi-
tional SEWERS IN THE SOUTH METROPOLITAN SEWER-

AGE DISTRICT IN MILTON AND THE DORCHESTER DISTRICT

OF BOSTON.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission
2 is hereby authorized and directed to construct a main
3 sewer or sewers, with sewer connections and other
4 works, in the town of Milton and in the Dorchester
5 district of Boston from a point near Granite avenue
6 in Dorchester and thence southerly to a point in the
7 vicinity of Adams and Squantum streets in the town
8 of Milton, and a force main to the south metropolitan
9 high level sewer, a distance of about seven thousand

10 six hundred feet. The said commission may, for such
11 purposes, exercise all the powers conferred upon it by
12 chapter ninety-two of the General Laws relative to
13 the construction, maintenance and operation of sys-
-14 terns of sewage disposal. For the purpose of carry-
-15 ing out said project, including any expenditures on

16 account of the purchase or taking of land or damages
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17 to land occasioned by the construction hereinbefore
18 provided for, the said commission may expend a sum
19 not exceeding, in the aggregate, six hundred and fifty
20 thousand dollars.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.








