
MEMORANDUM OF COMMISSIONER OF COR-
PORATIONS AND TAXATION PURSUANT
TO GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 3, SECTION
7, AS AMENDED, WITH RESPECT TO PE-
TITION OF MARY DENNY WILLISTON
FOR LEGISLATION RELATIVE TO THE
CORPORATE POWERS OF THE DEDHAM
TEMPORARY HOME FOR WOMEN AND
CHILDREN.

February 18, 1943.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

The above-named petition was transmitted to me by
the Clerk of the House January 29, 1943.

Dedham Temporary Home for Women and Children
was incorporated April 30, 1864, under the name of the
Temporary Asylum for Discharged Female Prisoners,
“for the purpose of affording shelter, instruction and
employment to discharged female prisoners”. The
present title was assumed February 19, 1910, under St.
1910, chapter 89. It would appear that chapter 104 of the
Acts of 1886, entitled “An Act to amend the Charter of
the Temporary Asylum for Discharged Female Prison-
ers,” was enacted with intent to amplify the authority
granted in the act of incorporation and not to substitute
a different authority. The effect of the enactment of sec-
tion 2 of chapter 89 of the Acts of 1910 is not so clear.
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The purposes of the corporation, as expressed in the
foregoing enactments, seem to be such as come within the
scope of chapter 180 of the General Laws, and the corpora-

tion appears in fact to have been treated as a corporation
of this type. (See Annual Reports of the Commissioner
of Corporations and Taxation, in which corporations of
this type are listed.)

This raises the question as to whether the object
sought by the petition can be accomplished under the
General Laws. Section 10 of chapter 180 of the General
Laws had its origin in St. 1898, chapter 504. The power
therein granted charitable corporations io change their
purposes was limited to corporations organized under

Public Statutes, chapter 115 (cf. G. L., c. 180). When
this act was incorporated in section 9 of chapter 125 of
the Revised Laws, however, the language was changed.

The section started with the words “Such corporation
and the next previous section applied not only to cor-

porations organized under Revised Laws, chapter 120,

but also to corporations organized under special laws.

This arrangement was continued in the General Laws

(see sections 9 and 10 of chapter 180). By Acts of 1926,

chapter 204, however, a section 9A was inserted between

section 9 and section 10 of chapter 180 of the General
Laws, and this causes the next previous reference to

corporations prior to section 10 to be to “Corporations

organized under this chapter, or corresponding provisions

of earlier laws, exclusively for religious purposes . Nev-

ertheless it is not my belief that there was any intention

to change the meaning of section 10 °f chapter
the General Laws by the insertion of section 9A an

view seems supported by the fact that section «

left unchanged, the context of which indicates that

term “Such corporation” as used m section app

to corporations organized under a special act as well a

to one organized under the General Laws. 18

the case it is my opinion that a charitable ° orp°

organized under a special act can change i s P

under General Laws, chapter 180, section ,an
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not require a special act, but in view of the foregoing
history, I cannot say with absolute certainty that such
is the case.

It is suggested that if the General Court shall deem a
special act desirable under all the circumstances, con-
sideration may well be given to framing the act in such
manner as to make more clear cut the resulting powers
of the corporation. It is also suggested that a formal
provision should be included for action by the corporation
through its legal qualified voters, as there is nothing on
record to indicate that they desire the action sought by
the petition. For a provision for acceptance of a special
act by those qualified to vote, and the filing of a certificate
with the Secretary of State, reference may be had to
chapter 9 of the acts of the current year.

No fee is required by General Laws, chapter 3, section
7, in the case of a corporation of this type.

Respectfully submitted,

HENRY F. LONG,
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation.
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By Mrs. Cutler of Needham, petition of Mary Denny Williston
for legislation relative to the corporate powers of the Dedham Tem-
porary Home for Women and Children. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act relative to the corporate powers op the

DEDHAM TEMPORARY HOME FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same , as follows:

1 Section two of chapter eighty-nine of the acts of
2 nineteen hundred and ten is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the word “for” in the second line the
4 word: ■— men, —soas to read as follows: —■ Section 2.
5 The said corporation is hereby authorized to receive
6 and care for men, women and children under such
7 terms and conditions as it may from time to time
8 determine, and to use for these purposes all the real
9 and personal property which it now holds or which it

10 may hereafter hold; and it is authorized to take and
11 hold for the above purposes real and personal prop-
-12 erty, not exceeding in value one hundred and fifty
13 thousand dollars.
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