
HOUSE .... No. 1361

Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Gott of Arlington for
the Bill further regulating the sale or taking of land for non-payment
of taxes (Senate, No. 135). March 3.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act relative to notice of the sale or taking of

LAND FOR NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter sixty of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section forty, as
3 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following section:
5 Section J+o. The collector shall give notice by pub-
-6 lication of his intention to sell land for non-payment
7of taxes. Different parcels of land and assessments
8 to different persons may be incorporated in a single
9 notice published as aforesaid. Such notice may be

10 similar to that required by section forty-two to be
11 posted; or such notice may state simply the time
12 and place of sale and the name of the person assessed,
13 and refer to the detailed notice posted as provided
14 by section forty-two, indicating the places where such
15 detailed notice has been posted.
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1 Section 2. Said chapter sixty is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section forty-two, as amended
3 by section two of chapter one hundred and sixty-four
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-three, and
5 inserting in place thereof the following section:
6 Section Is. The collector shall, at least fourteen
7 days before the sale, post a notice thereof in two or
8 more convenient and public places in the town where
9 the land lies. A building in which two or more pub-

-10 lie offices are located shall be deemed such a place.
11 Such notice shall state the time and place of the
12 sale and contain a substantially accurate description
13 of the several rights, lots or divisions of land to be
14 sold, which shall be furnished to the collector by the
15 assessors upon demand of the collector, the amount
16 of the tax, exclusive of costs and interest, due on
17 each, the name of the person assessed, and the names
18 of all owners known to the collector. Such notice of
19 the sale of the undivided real estate of a deceased
20 person assessed to his heirs or devisees or assessed in
21 general terms to his estate shall contain the names
22 of all the hens or devisees interested in such real
23 estate, if the probate records of the county where the
24 land lies disclose their identity. A reference to a

25 street and number or a reference to a plan on record
26 at a registry of deeds or other public office and the
27 lot thereon intended, or a reference to a recorded
28 deed and the particular parcel therein intended, shall
29 be held to be a substantially accurate description of
30 the land.

1 Section 3. Said chapter sixty is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section fifty-three, as
3 amended bv section three of said chapter one hun-
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4 dred and sixty-four, and inserting in place thereof
5 the following section:
6 Section 53. If the tax on land is not paid within
7 fourteen days after demand therefor and remains
8 unpaid at the date of taking, the collector may take
9 such land for the town. Except as hereinafter other-

-10 wise provided, the collector shall give notice by
11 publication of his intention to take land for non-
-12 payment of taxes. Such notice may be similar to
13 that hereinafter required to be posted: or such notice
14 may state simply the date of taking and the name of
15 the person assessed, and refer to the detailed notice
16 posted as hereinafter provided, indicating the places
17 where such detailed notice has been posted. Differ-
-18 ent parcels of land and assessments to different per-
-19 sons may be incorporated in a single notice pub-
-20 lished as aforesaid. Except as hereinafter otherwise
21 provided, the collector shall, at least fourteen days
22 before the date of the taking, post a notice thereof
23 in two or more convenient and public places in the
24 town where the land lies. A building in which two
25 or more public offices are located shall be deemed
26 such a place. Such notice shall state the date of the
27 taking and contain a substantially accurate descrip-
-28 tion of the several rights, lots or divisions of land to
29 be sold, which shall be furnished to the collector by
30 the assessors upon demand of the collector, the
31 amount of the tax, exclusive of costs and interest,
32 due on each, the name of the person assessed, and
33 the names of all owners known to the collector. Such
34 notice of the taking of the undivided real estate of
35 a deceased person assessed to his heirs or devisees or
36 assessed in general terms to his estate shall contain
37 the names of all the heirs or devisees interested in
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38 such real estate, if the probate records of the county
39 where the land lies disclose their identity. A refer-
-40 ence to a street and number or a reference to a plan
41 on record at a registry of deeds or other public office
42 and the lot thereon intended, or a reference to a re-
-43 corded deed and the particular parcel therein in-
-44 tended, shall be held to be a substantially accurate
45 description of the land. The collector in his discre-
-46 tion, in lieu of the notice by publication and the
47 notice by posting above provided, may give fourteen
48 days’ notice of his intention to exercise the power of
49 taking, which last-mentioned notice may be served
50 in the manner required by law for the service of sub-
-51 poenas on witnesses in civil cases and shall conform
52 to the requirements of a notice posted as hereinbe-
-53 fore provided.


