
REPORT OF THE STATE ADVISORY FOREST
COMMITTEE, ITS FINDINGS AND RECOM-
MENDATIONS FOR THE FOREST REGIONS
OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHU-
SETTS, TOGETHER WITH DRAFTS OF LEG-
ISLATION NECESSARY TO CARRY THESE
RECOMMENDATIONS INTO EFFECT.

[Conservation.]

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 544 of
the Acts of 1941, the Director of the Division of Forestry,
in the Department of Conservation, the Director of Ex-
tension, and the Commissioner of Agriculture or their
agents, constituting the State Advisory Forest Committee,
with the Director of the Division of Forestry as chair-
man, divided the Commonwealth of Massachusetts into
four forest regions and selected in each region four per-
sons living within the region representing several branches
of forest owners.

Each regional committee has studied the characteris-
tics and needs of the forests of its region, have held hear-
ings, and otherwise have obtained the views of forest
owners and public officials.

The report of each regional committee is included with
this report of the State Advisory Forest Committee with
the recommendations made by each committee.
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The State was divided into the following four regions:
Western Region. Area west of the Connecticut River,

with the following committee: Lawrence K. Miller, Pitts-
field, chairman; Lawrence Lively, Griswoldville; Harry
H. Angell, Westfield; and W. V. Bodurtha, Blandford.

Central Region. East of the Connecticut River and
including Worcester County, with the following com-
mittee: W. R. Brown, Winchendon, chairman, who later
died and his son, William D. Brown, took his place;
John B. Hayes, Fitchburg, acting chairman; W. A.
Houran, Ashburnham; and Elliot M. Clemence, Stur-
bridge.

Eastern Region. • Middlesex, Essex and Norfolk coun-
ties, with the following committee: William P. Wharton,
chairman; Henry L. Hart, East Peppered; Stanley B.
Fessenden, Townsend; and Harry L. Cole, Boxford.

Southeastern Region. Bristol, Plymouth and Barn-
stable counties, with the following committee; Wilfred
Wheeler, Falmouth, chairman; F. J. Gurney, Acushnet
Sawmills Company, New Bedford; Arthur C. King,
Taunton; and Russell Makepeace, Wareham.

Each regional committee held three hearings with the
exception of the Western Region, where four hearings
were held, making a total of thirteen. In addition to
these hearings, each regional committee held several
committee meetings in order to discuss the findings and
to prepare their report. At many of these public hear-
ings the interest seemed to be lacking, although many
excellent suggestions were received upon which it was
possible to base the recommendations as noted in this
report.

The Regional Committee for the Western Region made
the following recommendations:

1. Register all timber with the State Forester
2. That all parties concerned in the sale of standing timberhave

equal responsibility in carrying out the terms of a contract.
3. That all sawmills be licensed by the State Forester, and the

owner or operator secure a permit to operate.
4. That all mills shall be examined by the State Forester to check

compliance with the terms of the contract.
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5. That some method of harvest cutting be set up by the Director
of the Division of Forestry.

Although the entire committee did not attend the
meeting, nevertheless, those present agreed to these
recommendations.

The Regional Committee for the Central Region made
the following recommendations:

1. License all sawmill operators working in the Commonwealth.
The operator shall also file a copy of a written contract with the State
Forester.

2. Upon investigation if the State Forester finds that the operator
has violated the terms of the written contract with the woodlot owner,
said license may be suspended.

3. Recommended that the Department of Conservation, through
the Division of Forestry, prepare a suitable pamphlet which could
be easily understood by the ordinary woodlot owner, setting forth
the accepted and scientific rules of proper woodlot management and
ownership.

The Regional Committee for the Eastern Region made
the following recommendations:

1. Establish local boards consisting of five persons to hold public
hearings in their region to obtain the views of interested persons re-
garding forest management practiced in their region.

2. Every owner or operator of woodland shall give written notice
to the Director of his intention to cut cordwood, poles or other forest
products, with a plan of operation.

3. The Director or his representative examines the area to be cut
and approves or disapproves the plan of operation. A certain number
of seed trees should be left per acre; said seed trees shall not be cut
for ten years.

4. Any wilful violation of these recommendations shall carry a
penalty of a $5O fine.

5. The owner of stumpage or operator, if aggrieved by the rulings
of the Director, may have to make an appeal'to a committee of three.

6. An owner or lessee may cut on his own property a certain amount
of logs, posts, cordwood without having to give notice to the State
Forester.

The Regional Committee for the .Southeastern Region
made the following recommendations;

1. They were opposed to any legislature that carried a penalty for
either owner or operator for cutting woodlots.
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2. They recommended that portable sawmills and operators be
licensed.

3. They recommended the following rules and recommendations
by the Department of Forestry:

(a) A definite number of seed trees per acre be left on all areas cut.
( h ) A written contract be made between the owner and operator.
(c) All rules and regulations should be printed and posted in con-

spicuous places on the woodlot to be cut

In each region it was found that the conditions varied;
also that this was a complicated subject, and, due to the
diversified conditions, the legislation that is advised tries
to meet the situation as seen by the various committee
members.

It was agreed by the Regional Committees that all
portable sawmill operators obtain a license to cut timber
in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; consequently,
the State Advisory Forest Committee has drawn up a
special act to govern the registration of portable saw-
mills. This piece of legislation is included with this
report.

The State Advisory Forest Committee believes that
Regional Committees selected in each forest region,
with a membership of five to represent four classes of
woodland owners, and the fifth member the State District
Forester, will be in a position to see that standards
of forest management practices will be carried out in
their respective regions. It is recommended that each
committee employ a field agent who is a qualified forester
to act for them. This Committee shall hold public hear-
ings to obtain the views of interested persons regarding
forest management practices in their regions, and submit
the same to the Director of Forestry in the Department
of Conservation. This procedure places in the hands of
the Director of Forestry the responsibility of keeping
forest growth in such a condition as not to jeopardize the
public interest.

The Committee further felt that a plan of operation
for cutting woodland in the Commonwealth should be
submitted by any one intending to cut timber, or, if the
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individual does not provide this plan, the field agent, em-
ployed by the regional committee, will approve or dis-
approve any plan or formulate one for the operation.
He will mark or otherwise designate certain trees which
should remain for reseeding, and also check and inspect the
property during the operation in order that the plans be
carried out for the profitable management of all forest
lands in the interest of the owner, the public and the
users of forest products.

The Committee further felt that certain penaltie
ihould be imposed for wilful violations of the provision

of this act.
The Committee felt that the owner of stumpage or an

operator who is aggrieved with the rulings of the regional
committee should have the right of appeal; and also the
Committee felt that the owner or lessee of property should
be allowed to cut a certain amount of timber on his own
property without giving notice or being subject to this
act.

The Committee felt that the provisions of this act
could be satisfactorily enacted in the field by the em-
ployment of four foresters and hearings to be conducted
by the regional committee.

Therefore “An Act establishing Regional Forest Com-
mittees and defining their duties” is herewith submitted
for consideration by the General Court of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts. (See Appendix.)

Respectfully submitted,

HAROLD O. COOK,
■tor of the Division of Forestry, Chairman

R. HAROLD ALLEN
Commissioner of AgricultvRev.

R. B. PARMENTER,
Representing Director of Extern
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REPORT OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR
THE CENTRAL REGION TO THE STATE
ADVISORY FOREST COMMITTEE.

The Regional Committee for the Central Region,
which includes all of the area east of the Connecticut
River and includes Worcester County, having studied
“the characteristics and needs of the forests in its region,
and by hearings and otherwise” obtained “the views of
forest owners and public officials,” herewith reports “its
findings as to the best forest practices for its region, and
recommends legislation and other measures necessary to
obtain the observance of such practices.”

This committee, following the directions of the General
Court, hereby presents its report to the State Advisory
Forest Committee on what in its opinion are “the best
forest management practices for its region,” and also
recommends certain methods of procedure which, gener-
ally applied under existing conditions, will not cause
hardships to owners, but which would, on the contrary,
maintain the value of their property as well as protect
the public interest. The legislation suggested by the
committee contemplates only a small increase in the
number of assistants to the Director of the Division of
Forestry at the present time.

The members of the committee feel that because of the
national emergency which is directly responsible for the
apparent lack of interest of the general public in the de-
liberations of the committee, it would not be an oppor-
tune time to submit any suggestions for legislative action,
or a drastic revision of our present laws, or any definite
suggestions or regulations for woodcutting practices.
However, we feel that this matter is of vital importance
to the future of the forests of this Commonwealth, both
from an industrial and silviculture viewpoint.
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We feel, therefore, that some step should be taken at
this time, even though it may be an extremely short one,
in the general direction of improved forest management.
The committee feels that if information as to proper
forest management could be supplied to all of the oper-
ators working in the Commonwealth and the owners of
the stands upon which they are operating, very definite
progress will be made, at least from an educational stand-
point, in the development of proper forest practices.

As a means to this end, this committee recommends
that the State Advisory Forest Committee give serious
consideration to the recommendation that all operators
working in the Commonwealth should procure from the
State Forester and the Department of Conservation a
license before commencing operations on any woodlot
within the Commonwealth, said original license fee not to
exceed $lO and with an annual renewal fee of not less
than $2. As a provision for the granting of said license,
the said operator must agree to furnish the State Forester
with a list of all his operations within the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, and agree not to move his operations
from one lot to another without first notifying the State
Forester in writing of his intentions so to do. He shall
also file with the State Forester a copy of any written
contract which he has with the owner of any lot upon
which he is operating. We further suggest that upon the
granting of said license, the State Forester shall furnish
such operator and owner of the woodlot, upon which he
is working, a list of the present requirements in regard to
fire prevention now in force in this Commonwealth. The
operator shall be bound to comply with these require-
ments, and upon failure to do so, the owner of the lot shall
be notified and shall have the duty and obligation of seeing
that these requirements are complied with. Upon viola-
tion of any of the rules of Forest Conservation or practice
which are now in effect, and which may be hereafter
properly promulgated by the Department of Conserva-
tion, through its Division of Forestry, through proper
legislative sanction, or upon notification to said Depart-
ment, and if, after hearing, it is established that said
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operator has violated the terms of his written contract
with the woodlot owner, the said license may be sus-
pended or revoked by the State Forester and shall not
be reissued until the rules violated have been complied
with and the breach of contract compensated for.

We do not feel justified at this time to suggest for
legislative enactment any further definite rules for forest
practices, as we believe that a much greater interest on
the part of the public will be created, and a very -wide
scope of public opinion can be obtained on these very
vital matters, after a victorious termination of our pres-
ent national emergency.

The Committee further believes that it will be of great
educational value, and suggests that the Department of
Conservation, through its Division of Forestry, prepare
a suitable pamphlet which could be easily digested and
understood by the ordinary woodlot owner or operator,
setting forth the accepted and scientific rules for proper
woodlot management and ownership, and as one method
of getting these in the hands of these parties, that a copy
of this pamphlet be given to each licensed operator doing
business in the Commonwealth and the owner of every
lot upon which said operations are conducted.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN B. HAYES
Chairman.

W. A. HOURAN
ELLIOT H. CLEMENCI
WILLIAM D. BROWN.
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REPORT OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR
THE WESTERN REGION TO THE STATE
ADVISORY FOREST COMMITTEE.

The Regional Committee for the Western Region,
which includes all of the area west of the Connecti-
cut River, having studied “the characteristics and
needs of the forests in its region, and by hearings and
otherwise” obtained “the views of forest owners and pub-
lic officials,” herewith reports “its findings as to the best
forest practices for its region, and recommends legisla-
tion and other measures necessary to obtain the observ-
ance of such practices.”

This committee, following the directions of the General
Court, hereby presents its report to the State Advisory
Forest Committee on what in its opinion are “the best
forest management practices for its region,” and also rec-
ommends certain methods of procedure which, generally
applied under existing conditions, will not cause hard-
ships to owners, but which would, on the contrary, main-
tain the value of their property as well as protect the
public interest. The legislation suggested by the com-
mittee contemplates only a small increase in the number
of assistants to the Director of the Division of Forestry
at the present time.

The following suggestions were made at a committee
meeting held at the Extension Office in Northampton on
Friday evening, September 25.

Registration of Timber.
Every timber owner should register his timber with

the Forestry Department, indicating that he has a cer-
tain amount of timber for sale, by species if possible.
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This would give the Director of Forestry an opportunity
to inspect the area and to make recommendations on
harvesting so as to leave the area in a reasonably pro-
ductive condition.

Responsibility op All Parties Concerned.
(1) The seller, owner and operator, together with a

forester from the State Forester’s office, shall agree to a
satisfactory timber sale contract. (2) The seller of the
timber, the owner and the operator shall each be respon-
sible to see that the terms of the contract are carried out.

Registration of Sawmills

No person shall operate or cause to be operated any
portable mill until said mill shall be licensed by the State
Forester. No registration of the portable mill shall be
granted until the applicant has furnished a receipt or
certificate showing the taxes assessed thereon the pre-
vious year have been paid.

Fee;

The fees for such license shall be $lO unless the appli-
cation is made after October 1, in which case the fee shall
be $3.

Permit to Operate

Every owner or operator of a portable sawmill shall
apply in writing to the State Forester for a permit to
operate, and no operation shall begin without such a
permit. When changing the location of any such mill,
said mill shall not be operated until a new permit has
been received.

Examination.

It shall be the duty of the State Forester, or his author-
ized agents, to examine all such mills. If, upon examina-
tion, the mill is found operating in violation of the terms
of the contract, the permit to operate said mill shall be
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cancelled until such time as the provisions of the c
tract have been complied with.

Method of Harvest Cuttinc
Some method of harvest cutting shall be set up

the State Director of Forestry.

Respectfully submitted,

LAWRENCE K. MILLER,
Chairman

LAWRENCE LIVELY.
HARRY H. ANGELL.
W. V. BODURTHA.
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REPORT OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR
THE EASTERN REGION TO THE STATE
ADVISORY FOREST COMMITTEE.

The Regional Committee for the Eastern Region,
comprising the counties of Norfolk, Essex and Middlesex,
having studied “the characteristics and needs of the
forests in its region, and by hearings and otherwise
obtained ‘ ‘ the views of forest owners and public official
herewith reports “its findings as to the best forest prac-
tices for its region,” and recommends “legislation and
other measures necessary to obtain the observance of
such practices

In the Eastern Region much of the existing forest was
cleared land one hundred years ago. Areas which were
never cleared have been cut over at fairly frequent in-
tervals, and most of those formerly in pasture or tillage
have yielded one or more crops of timber or cordwood
since their abandonment. The present forests probably
bear small resemblance to those which were found here
bjr the early settlers. While practically all the original
species are still here, their relative abundance has changed
greatly, and the quality as well as the quantity of the
product has undergone marked deterioration, with result-
ing loss to forest land owners and to the public of great
natural values. While our forest lands have been pro-
ducing about one third of what they could under careful
management, Massachusetts has been importing from the
far West and South close to 90 per cent of its lumber
requirements. By neglecting our timber-producing plant
we have not only become dependent upon other parts of
the country for raw material, but we have failed to sup-
port wood-using industries which would be capable of
offering permanent jobs to many of our people. We be-
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lieve, however, that it is possible, through a co-operative
effort by owners and the public, to check further deterio-
ration, and to begin to build up this potentially highly
valuable natural resource, occupying over one half of the
land surface of this region, to something of its former
importance in the life of the community.

Although various forest problems besides that relating
to harvesting are not yet wholly solved, we believe they
are on the way to solution. Such problems involve among
other things effective fire prevention and control, and
fair taxation. It is obvious that no private owner can
be expected to invest money and labor in his forest if he
is likely to suffer loss through fire or excessive taxation.
With these handicaps removed or reduced to a minimum,
there still remains the problem of helping the owner so
to handle his woodland as to keep it productive, and
hopefully to raise its productivity in the future.

This committee, in following the directions of the Gen-
eral Court, and presenting to the State Advisory Forest
Committee a necessarily incomplete and tentative report
as to what in its opinion are “the best forest manage-
ment practices for its region,” recommends certain mini-
mum standards of cutting practice which it believes can
be generally applied under existing conditions without
causing hardship to owners, but which would, on the
contrary, maintain the value of their properties as well
as protect the public interest. These practices are simple
and easy to understand. Other practices are advisable
for substantially increasing the value of the forest, but
most of them involve some expenditure of time and/or
money beyond the ability of many owners to afford. Such
practices should be demonstrated to all interested per-
sons at their request, when funds for sending a sufficient
number of trained men into the forests are appropriated.
The legislation suggested by us contemplates a compara-
tively small increase in the number of assistants to the
Director of the Division of Forestry at the present time.

Attached hereto are our recommendations: first, for
minimum standards of cutting practice, which we believe
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should be interpreted and modified from time to time to
meet changing conditions by the State Forester and re-
gional board; second, for procedure in putting such stand-
ards into effect, which would involve the enactment of
new legislation.

Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM P. WHARTON,
Chairman.

HENRY L. HART.
STANLEY B. FESSENDEN.
HARRY L. COLE.

October 1, 1942,
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Three Primary Objectives

1. Protect Valuable Immature Growth. Determination of maturity
should be left for the Director and Regional Boards to determine in
accordance with market conditions.

2. Provide for natural reseeding of valuable specie
3. Help Owners with Their Problems. Encourage them to improve

their woodlands.

With these objectives in view, partial cutting should be the
general standard of harvest cutting. The term partial cutting
as applied to the harvesting of timber crops, and as used in
this report, means, in general, leaving (1) all healthy, wind-
firm immature trees, except such as are so mixed in with ma-
ture timber as to render it impracticable to leave them; and
(2) a sufficient number of mature seed-bearing trees, well dis-
tributed, to restock ground not already covered, and maintain
a partial crown canopy so as to insure against excessive loss of
young growth already on the ground from sudden exposure and
other causes, and to provide conditions favorable to the growth
of seedlings. In most cases the ultimate objective of partial
cutting should be to produce a forest comprised of trees of
various ages, so that in the future selective cuttings could be
made at fairly frequent intervals, thus assuring a continuing
return on the investment, larger production in the aggregate,
and maintenance of protective cover. The best practice silvi-
culturally would call for removal of not more than 50 per cent
of the stand in a given operation, but we believe such a re-
quirement not practical at present because it might cause hard-
ship to owners.

Clear cutting of large areas is usually destructive, and should
be practiced only: (a) in crowded, even-aged stands of shal-
low rooted trees, as in “old field stands” of pure white pine
(but in these cases a few wind-firm trees or groups can usually
be found and left standing); (h) in decadent stands; (c) on
areas to be converted to more valuable uses; (d) where ade-
quate reproduction has already been established, and will not

CUTTING AND REGENERATION STANDARDS.
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suffer from complete removal of old stands; (e) on small areas
to be cut under owner’s allotment for own use, as provided in
the accompanying act.

The requirements of partial cutting will, we believe, be
partly but not wholly satisfied by leaving an average of twelve
mature, broad-topped, wind-firm, seed-bearing trees not less
than twelve inches in diameter breast high per acre. This we
regard as a minimum standard of cutting practice. It applied
primarily to pine, hemlock and the more valuable hardwoods.
In cutting stands of hardwoods under twelve inches in diam-
eter for cordwood, twenty-five trees suitable for further growth
and for seed-bearing should be left standing. Spruce, fir, gray
birch and poplar are not of sufficient importance or value in
this region to require reproduction. We recommend that these
standards be applied in the Eastern Region.

Cuttings in immature stands should be limited to “weed-
ings” (so called), improvement cuttings and thinnings, with
the object of improving the final product and of utilizing much
material that would otherwise be wasted.

For best results in cutting hardwood lots for cordwood, trees
most suitable for lumber production should be left, and trees
cut should be those of the less valuable species and those of
all species which are crooked, defective, crowded or “wolf
trees” occupying too much space. The more valuable species
should be favored, and at least 50 per cent of the crown canopy
should be left. (This is an optional standard of practice as
compared with the required standard of leaving twenty-five
seed trees per acre. It is recommended but not required.)

In general, forest planting should be done only where and
when natural conditions render adequate natural restocking
unlikely within a reasonable time. Careful consideration should
be given to proper choice and arrangement of species suitable
to the soil and other growing conditions, likelihood of attack
by insects and diseases prevalent in the area, and the uses for
which the planting is intended. Planting-is seldom necessary

r advisable in wood lots where cutting is properly done with
a view to allowing natural reproduction to take place. It
should not be a required practice.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act for the protection and development of

OF THE COMMONWEALTH.THE FOREST RESOURCES

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Local Boards. —ln each forest region
2 as established under the provisions of chapter five
3 hundred and forty-four of the acts of nineteen hun-
-4 dred and forty-one, the director of the division of
5 forestry, hereinafter called the director, is directed
6 to select an advisory regional forest committee to
7 consist of five persons representing (a) farm wood lot
8 owners, (5) industrial woodland owners, (c) other
9 classes of woodland owners, (d) practical foresters,

At the outset, one mem-10 and (e) the general public
11 ber shall be named for ;
12 two-year term, one for a

one-year term, one for a
hree-vear term, one for a

13 four-year term, and one for a five-year term. There-
-14 after each member shall be appointed for a five-year
15 term. The advisory regional forest committees shall
16 hold public hearings in their respective regions from
17 time to time, but at least once each year, and when-
-18 ever twenty-five citizens so petition, in order to ob-
-19 tain the views of interested persons regarding forest
20 management practices in their regions. Their mem-
-21 bers shall serve without pay, but shall be reimbursed

€t)c Commontoealtl) of 9iassacf)usetto
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22 for actual travel expenses, when such travel is author-
-23 ized by the director. The said director shall from
24 time to time consult said committees relative to for-
-25 mulation and/or modification of standards of forest
26 management practice for their respective regions. He
27 shall submit such standards to the governor and coun-
-28 cil. Upon approval by the said governor and council,
29 the governor shall promulgate the said standards, after
30 which they shall have the force of law.

1 Section 2. Notice. Every owner or operator of
2 woodland, except as provided in section seven of this
3 act, shall give written notice to the director of his
4 intention to cut timber, cordwood, poles or other
5 forest products. Said written notice must be given
6 at least thirty days prior to the date on which cutting
7is to begin. In emergency the director may waive
8 the thirty-day requirement. With this notification
9 the owner may submit a plan of operation for this

10 cutting which will, in his judgment, meet the require-
-11 ments for preventing deterioration of his woodland
12 and for maintaining it in such condition as shall not
13 jeopardize the public interest.

1 Section 3. Examination. The director or his
2 representative shall forthwith examine the forest pro-
-3 posed to be cut; or he may approve a proposed plan
4 of operation submitted by the owner or operator
5 which he deems satisfactory and in accordance with
6 the established standards of cutting practice, but if
7 such plan is not satisfactory, or if no plan has been
8 submitted, he shall proceed to outline such a plan for
9 this operation, the object of which shall be to protect

10 so far as practicable immature timber and young
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11 growth and to provide for reseeding. He shall con-
-12 spicuously mark or otherwise designate all mature
13 trees which in his judgment are the minimum number
14 which should remain standing to insure reseeding.
15 Such seed trees required to be left standing shall not
16 exceed an average total of two thousand board feet
17 per acre, unless it is the owner’s desire that a larger
18 amount be reserved. The director shall inspect the
19 property during the operation and afterwards to de-
-20 termine if the plans outlined are carried out.

1 Section 4. Seed Trees , Seed trees reserved un-
-2 der provisions of section three of this act shall not
3 be cut until at least ten years have elapsed after the
4 original operation, and then only after notice of in-
-5 tention to cut has been given to the director and his
6 approval has been given.

1 Section 5. Penalties. Wilful violation of the
2 provisions of this act and of the forest cutting prac-
-3 tices established under its authority shall be pun-
-4 ished by a fine of not less than fifty dollars, and, in
5 addition, by forfeiture to the state of a sum covering
6 twice the stumpage value of trees illegally cut, as de-
-7 termined by the director.

1 Section 6. Appeal. Any owner of stumpage or
2 operator who is aggrieved with the rulings of the
3 director and regional boards, and believes he is likely
4 to suffer undue financial hardship thereunder, may,
5 within ten days of the making of such rulings, de-
-6 mand an investigation. Such investigation and final
7 decision shall be made forthwith by a committee of
8 three composed of the owner or his representative, the
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9 director or his representative, and a third person
10 chosen by these two, the expense to be divided
11 equally between the owner and the state.

1 Section 7. Exception. —An owner or lessee may
2 cut on his own property, without giving notice or
3 being subject to other provisions of this act, logs,
4 posts, cordwood and other forest products for his own
5 use and that of a tenant, not exceeding a total of
6 five thousand board feet of lumber, one hundred posts
7 and forty cords of wood in any one year.

1 Section 8. Appropriation. For the purposes of
2 this act there is hereby appropriated the sum of
3 thirtv-five thousand dollars.
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I

REPORT OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR
THE SOUTHEASTERN REGION TO THE
STATE ADVISORY FOREST COMMITTEE.

The Regional Committee for the Southeastern Region
which includes Bristol, Plymouth and Barnstable counties,
having studied “the characteristics and needs of the
forests in its region, and by hearings and otherwise
obtained ' ‘ the views of forest owners and public officia
herewith reports “its findings as to the best forest prac-
tices for its region, and recommends legislation and
other measures necessary to obtain the observance of
such practices

This committee, following the directions of the General
Court, hereby presents its report to the State Advisory
Forest Committee on what in its opinion are “the best
forest management practices for its region,” and also
recommends certain methods of procedure which, gener-
ally applied under existing conditions, will not cause
hardships to owners, but which would, on the contrary,
maintain the value of their property as well as protect
the public interest. The legislation suggested by the
committee contemplates only a small increase in the
number of assistants to the Director of the Division of
Forestry at the present time.

The committee was unanimously opposed to any legis-
lation that carried a penalty on either owner or operator
for cutting of wood lot.

We believe that some sort of license should be mad
mandatory on portable sawmill operators so that they
may be held to their agreement with wood lot owners.

We believe that certain rules and regulations should
be made by the Department of Forestry in relation to the
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cutting of wood lots, such rules to include the following
points;

1. That a definite number of seed trees per acre be left on all areas
cut.

2. That written contracts be made between owner and operator.
3. That all rules and regulations should be printed and posted in

a conspicuous place on wood lots that are to be cut.

Your committee is convinced that much can be accom-
plished through more educational work, and to this end
local foresters in so far as possible should know the woods
and general forest practices. These men could be called
upon in case of disputes, also to survey lots, give their
opinion as to time of cutting trees, etc. One forester of
this kind would be able to cover several towns.

A great deal of discussion at all of our meetings was
on the subject of forest fires, and there was a general
feeling that so long as there is so little effective control
of fires the whole forestry question is impossible to solve.
In fact, various persons stated that this was the real and
vital problem to settle.

There seemed to be a general feeling that local fire
wardens are poorly trained, few knowing anything about
effective fire fighting. The question of the appointing of
these men was brought up and your committee believes
that there should be more central control for the selec-
tion of fire wardens. Fire prevention lanes through the
woods were discussed, and the opinion of your committee
was that if these are made they should be maintained by
the State, for so often lanes go through separate towns,
and while one town may keep its lanes clear, the next
one will not do so.

Your committee feels that much better forestry methods
could be used if wood lot owners would co-operate and
pool their interests. In this way a more equable basis
for cutting and setting trees could be employed.

The question of tree varieties was talked over and your
committee believes that a greater return from the land
would result through a wider choice of trees. Such varie-
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ties as locust, hickory and larch were recommended,
keeping in mind the adaptability of these trees for definite
locations.

Very decidedly the matter of more education in the
care and management of our State wood lots would help
our present situation and give greater understanding for
the solution of some of our immediate problems.

Respectfully submitted,

WILFRED WHEELER
Chairman.

FRANK J. GURNEY.
ARTHUR C. KING.
RUSSELL MAKEPEACE.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act establishing regional forest committees

FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENCOURAGING THE PROTECTION

AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE FOREST RESOURCES OF THE

COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. It is hereby declared that the public
2 welfare requires the rehabilitation and protection of
3 forest lands for the purpose of conserving water, pre-
-4 venting floods and soil erosion, improving the condi-
5 tions for wildlife and recreation, and providing a con-
-6 tinning and increasing supply of forest products for
7 farm use and for the wood-using industries of the

commonwealth. Therefore it is hereby declared to

9 be the policy of the commonwealth that all lands now
10 or hereafter devoted to forest growth shall be kept
11 in such condition as shall not jeopardize the public
12 interests, and that the policy of the commonwealth
13 shall further be one of co-operation with the land-
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14 owners and other agencies interested in forestry prac
15 tices, for the profitable management of all forest land;
16 in the interests of the owners, the public and the user;
17 of forest products.

1 Section 2. The director of the division of forestry

2 hereinafter called the director, is directed to select
3 with the approval of the commissioner of conserv
4 tion and governor and council, four regional fore;

5 committees, each to consist of five members repre
6 senting (a) farm wood lot owners, (b ) industrial wood-
7 land owners, (c) other woodland owners, (d) the gen-
8 eral public, and (e) the state district forester of that
9 region, ex-officio. At the outset, one member shall be

10 named for a one-year term, one for a two-year term,
11 one for a three-year' term, and one for a four-year
12 term. Thereafter each member shall be appointed for
13 a four-year term or to fill an unexpired term. Each

'l4 committee wall select its own chairman. The mem-
-15 bers of these regional committees shall serve without
16 pay, but shall be reimbursed for actual travel ex-
-17 penses within the commonwealth when approved by
18 the director. The regional forest committee shall hold
19 public hearings in their respective regions from time
20 to time, but at least once each year, and whenever
21 twenty-five citizens of the region so petition in order
22 to obtain the views of interested persons regarding
23 forest management practices in their regions. The
24 standards of forest management practices or modifi-
-25 cations thereof recommended by the regional com-
-26 mittee shall be submitted to the director and the com-
-27 missioner of conservation, and by them, with their
28 recommendations, to the governor and council. Upon
29 the approval of the governor and council said stand-
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30 ards shall have the force of law. Each regional com-
-31 mittee is authorized to employ, with the approval of
32 the director, a field agent who shall be a qualified
33 forester who shall act for the committee and serve at
34 the pleasure of the committee.

1 Section 3. Every owner or operator of woodland,
2 except as provided in section eight, shall give writ-
-3 ten notice to the regional committee at least thirty
4 days prior to the date on which cutting is to begin.
5 The committee may waive the thirty-day requirement
6 in an emergency. With this notification the owner or
7 operator may submit a plan of operation for this cut-
-8 ting which will, in his judgment, meet the require-
-9 ments for preventing deterioration of his woodland

10 and for maintaining it in such condition as shall not
11 jeopardize the public interest.

1 Section 4. The field agent shall forthwith examine
2 the forest to be cut, or he may approve a proposed
3 plan of operation submitted by the owner or operator
4 which he deems satisfactory and in accordance with
5 the established standards of cutting practice. If such
6 plan is not satisfactory, or if no plan has been sub-
-7 mitted, he shall proceed to outline such a plan for
8 this operation, the object of which shall be to pro-
-9 tect so far as practicable immature timber and young

10 growth and to provide for reseeding. He shall mark
11 or otherwise designate all mature trees which in his
12 judgment are the minimum number which should
13 remain standing to insure reseeding. Such seed trees
14 required to be left shall not exceed an average total
15 of two thousand board feet per acre unless it is the
16 owner’s desire that a larger amount be reserved. The
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17 field agent shall inspect the property during the opera-
-18 tion and afterwards to determine if the plans outlined
19 are carried out.

1 Section 5. Seed trees reserved under the pro-
-2 visions of section four of this act shall not be cut
3 until at least ten years have elapsed after the original
4 operation unless permission for earlier cutting has
5 been granted by the regional committee.

1 Section 6. Violations of any provision of this act
2 or the forest-cutting practices established under its
3 authority shall be punished by a fine of not less than
4 fifty dollars or by forfeiture to the commonwealth of
5 a sum amounting to twice the stumpage value of all
6 trees illegally cut, as determined by the regional
7 committee.

1 Section 7. Any owner of stumpage who is ag-
-2 grieved by any ruling of the regional committee or
3 its agent, and believes that he is likely to suffer un-
-4 due financial hardship thereunder, may within ten
5 days of the making of such ruling demand an investi-
-6 gation and arbitration by a committee of three, con-
-7 sisting of a representative of the regional committee,
8 the owner or his representative, and a third person
9 chosen by these two, the expense to be equally di-

-10 vided between the owner and the commonwealth.

1 Section 8. Any owner, or lessee with the consent
2 of the owner, may cut on his own property, without
3 giving notice or being subject to other provisions of
4 this act, logs, posts, cordwood and other forest prod-
-5 ucts for his own use and that of a tenant not exceed-
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ing a total of five thousand board feet of lumber, two
hundred posts and thirty cords of wood in any one
year or their equivalent in other wood products.

Section 9. The bills and pay rolls of each regional
committee shall be submitted each month to the di-
rector for approval and payment.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A.N Act for the registration of portable sawmills.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. No person shall in any year operate
2 or cause to be operated any portable mill sawing
3 lumber or other mill sawing lumber within five hun-
-4 dred feet of woodlands where fire may be communi-
-5 cated to such land, except mills chiefly propelled by
6 water power, until such mill be registered by the di-
-7 vision of forestry, department of conservation, as here-
-8 inafter provided. Application for registration shall be
9 in writing on forms supplied by the division of forestry.

1 Section 2. Registration shall expire December
2 thirty-first of each year, and the fee for such registra-
-3 tion shall be ten dollars unless application is made
4 after October first, in which case it shall be three
5 dollars.

1 Section 3. When the foregoing conditions have
2 been complied with the division may issue to the regis-
-3 trant a number which will be attached to and con-
-4 spicuously displayed at sawmill.

€fjc CommontoealtJ) of ssiassacfjusetts
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1 Section 4. Upon the transfer of ownership of any
2 portable mill the registrant shall at once notify the
3 division of forestry of such transfer, giving the regis-
-4 tration number of the mill and the name or names of
5 the new owners.

1 Section 5. The pertinent parts of General Laws,
2 chapter forty-eight, section twenty-one, shall apply
3 to all portable mills operated by steam, and the per-
-4 tinent parts of the second sentence of General Laws,
5 chapter forty-eight, section twenty A shall apply to
6 all portable mills, and all mills subject to registra-
-7 tion hereunder shall be equipped with such fire-fight-
-8 ing equipment as the division shall specify, provided
9 the cost thereof does not exceed twenty-five dollars

10 for each mill.

1 Section 6. Every owner or operator of a portable
2 mill shall, before commencing any operation, apply
3 in writing to the division of forestry for a permit to
4 operate, giving the location of the proposed opera-
-5 tion, the registration number of the mill, and stating
6 that the mill is equipped and the slash is or will be
7 removed in accordance with the law. The division
8 may thereupon issue a permit, and no operation shall
9 begin without such a permit. Subsequent to chang-

-10 ing a location of any such mill, no mill shall be ©per-

il ated until a permit for the new location has been
12 received.

1 Section 7. It shall be the duty of the division of
2 forestry, through its agents, to examine all such mills.
3 If upon examination a mill is found operating in vio-
-4 lation of a provision of this act, the division may can-
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5 cel or suspend the permit to operate until such time
6 as the provisions have been complied with.

1 Section 8. Any person violating the provisions of
2 this act shall be fined not more than one hundred
3 dollars.




