
Executive Department
State House, Boston, March 23, 1943

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative .

This message concerns the problem of commutation to
and from the City of Boston and the intercommunication
of its Metropolitan area and it is my recommendation
that your honorable bodies appropriate $50,000 in ad-
vance of the budget of 1944, for the use of the Depart-
ment of Public Utilities to make a study of this problem,
and to report to you by December 1, 1944.

In connection with its study it should consult with
the Boston Transit Commission, and if necessary employ
that commission to assist in the engineering work. When
and if a system is established this $50,000 appropriation
should be distributed equitably among the cities and
towns benefited, and repaid to the Commonwealth.

This recommendation is based upon Resolve 36 of the
Acts of 1920, where a similar problem was worked out
in the extension of the Rapid Transit system of the City
of Boston and the Metropolitan area.

Historically, the population increase, and its rapid sub-
urban spread is not adequately served by an integrated
transportation system; steam, electric, and bus. When
the war is over and the automobile becomes again more
fully used, the present systems will have increased diffi-
culty in carrying out the mass transportation that is
necessary in our economic and social life.

At, the present time, the Boston & Maine Railroad,
the Boston & Albany Railroad, the New York, New
Haven & Hartford Railroad, the Boston Elevated Rail-
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way Company, the Eastern Massachusetts Street Rail-
way Company, and several other independent bus lines,
are providing this commutation transportation.

That this problem is involved and needs an engineer-
ing study is borne out by the fact that at the moment
we find:

1. A suit pending in the State courts by the Attorney
General on the problem of the payment of deficits in-
curred by the Boston Elevated Railway Company.

2. A committee of your honorable bodies watching
the reorganization problem of the New York, New
Haven and Hartford Railway system.

3. A committee appointed by me of the presidents of
the steam railroads and the passenger transit companies,
under the leadership of the Chairman of the Department
of Public Utilities, to “give me a long range view of what
can be done, first, to improve the commutation service
where it should be improved, and second, what can be
done to make it less expensive for the transportation
agencies”. This report is available to you.

4. A reorganization of the New York, New Haven &

Hartford Railroad pending before the Interstate Com-
merce Commission in Washington, in which the Attorney
General of the Commonwealth is maintaining the need
of continuing passenger service to the large area which
may be seriously affected by the final reorganization de-
cision.

5. The report of the Department of Public Utilities
under Section 3 of Chapter 333 of the Acts of 1931 to
you, in which the problem of “Extension of Operations”
is considered.

6. The unpaid Special Commission on Traffic Problems,
created by chapter 75 of the Resolves of 1941, reported
as House Bill No. 1421.

We are all much concerned with Post War planning.
I have asked your honorable bodies to continue the Post
War Readjustment Committee established by me to
make plans and suggestions for private business enter-
prise in Massachusetts, and to establish a committee
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under the Chairman of the Commission on Administra-
tion and Finance, to recommend and blueprint plans for
Public Works activities when the war is over. The study
herein requested of necessary transportation and particu-
larly commutation into and out of the City of Boston and
intercommunication of the Metropolitan area, becomes
another important agency and an integral part of such
planning. Until we have such engineering specifications
ourcommutation system will remain a continuing problem.

I have also discussed with you in my Inaugural mes-
sage the necessity for the extension and improvement of
the East Boston Airport.

The Boston Elevated Railway Company must not
operate at a deficit. Commutation and intercommunica-
tion throughout the greater area of Metropolitan Boston
must be adequate.

Your honorable bodies should continue, in my opinion,
your legislative commission that has concerned itself with
the New Haven Railroad reorganization problem. This
committee should stay in existence until this reorganiza-
tion becomes a fact. The presidents’ committee, so called,
appointed by me, will continue to stay in existence.

The recommendation contained in this message is
needed so that we may be ready to put into operation
improved passenger service when this war is over, and
our normal life is resumed.

LEVERETT SALTONSTALI
Governor




