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House of Representatives, April 13, 1943.

The committee on Election Laws, to whom were re-
ferred the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 214)
of the board of registrars of voters of the city of Haverhill,
by Bernard H. Donahue, for legislation to provide that
registrars of voters shall endorse on the back of challenged
or protested ballots data pertaining to such challenge or
protest and the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,
No. 215) of the board of registrars of voters of the city
of Haverhill, by Bernard H. Donahue, that city or town
clerks shall certify that a petition for a recount of votes
contains the signatures of a sufficient number of regis-
tered voters, report the accompanying bill (House, No.
1542).

For the committei

LOUIS LOBE I

Cfce Commontoealtt) of Q^aosacftusetts
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Id the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act relative to recounts of votes cast at

ELECTIONS.

Be it enacted hy the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

and House of Representatives
and hy the authority of the

1 Section 1. Section one h
2 chapter fifty-four of the Ge

hundred and thirty-five of
Laws, as most re-

3 cently amended by chapter two hundred and thirty-

Cfce Commontoealti) of S^assac&usetts

4 six of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out the first para-
-6 graph and inserting in place thereof the following:
7 If, on or before five o’clock in the afternoon on the
8 third day following an election in a ward of a city or
9 in a town, ten or more voters of such ward or town,

10 except a town having more than twenty-five hundred
11 voters and voting by precincts and except Boston,
12 and in such a town voting by precincts ten or more
13 voters of each precinct and in Boston fifty or more
14 voters of a ward, shall sign in person, adding thereto
15 their respective residences on the preceding January
16 first, and cause to be filed with the city or town clerk
17 a statement, bearing a certificate by the clerk of the
18 registrars of voters of the number of names of sub-
-19 scribers which are names of registered voters in such
20 ward or town, and sworn to by one of the subscribers,
21 that they have reason to believe and do believe that
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22 the records, or copies of records, made by the election
23 officers of certain precincts in such ward or town, or,
24 in case of a town not voting by precincts, by the elec-
-25 tion officers of such town, are erroneous, specifying
26 wherein they deem such records or copies thereof
27 to be in error, or that challenged votes were cast by
28 persons not entitled to vote therein, and that they be-
-29 lieve a recount of the ballots cast in such precincts or
30 town will affect the election of one or more candidates
31 voted for at such election, specifying the candidate
32 or candidates, or will affect the decision of a question
33 voted upon at such election, specifying the question,
34 the city or town clerk shall forthwith transmit such
35 statement and the envelope containing the ballots,
36 sealed, to the registrars of voters, who shall, without
37 unnecessary delay, but not before the last hour for
38 filing requests for recounts as aforesaid, open the en-
-39 velopes, recount the ballots and determine the ques-
-40 tions raised, and shall examine all ballots cast by or
41 for challenged voters and reject any such ballot cast
42 by or for a person found not to have been entitled to
43 vote. The clerk of the registrars shall endorse on the
44 back of each ballot so rejected the reason for such re-
-45 jection. The clerk of the registrars shall also endorse
46 on the back of each protested ballot a statement of the
47 office and the name of the candidate for whom such
48 ballot was counted. Upon a recount of votes for
49 town officers in a town where the selectmen are mem-
-50 bers of the board of registrars of voters, the recount
51 shall be made by the moderator, who shall have all
52 the powers and perform all the duties conferred or
53 imposed by this section upon registrars of voters.

1 Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and thirty-
-2 five, as so amended, is hereby further amended by
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3 striking out the seventh paragraph, as appearing in
4 chapter two hundred and seventy of the acts of nine-
-5 teen hundred and thirty-three, and inserting in place
6 thereof the following:
7 The registrars shall, when the recount is complete,
8 enclose all the ballots, except those rejected or pro-
-9 tested, in their proper envelopes, seal each envelope

10 with a seal provided therefor, and certify upon each
11 envelope that it has been opened and again sealed in
12 conformity to law. They shall also enclose all re-
-13 jected or protested ballots in a separate envelope,
14 seal the envelope with such seal and certify upon the
15 envelope that it contains all ballots that have been
16 rejected or protested. They shall likewise make and
17 sign a statement of their determination of the ques-
-18 tions raised.


