
�

#

Executive Department

State House, Boston, April 27, 1943

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I return herewith without nay approval An Act Author-
izing the City of Somerville to Pay an Annuity to the
Widow of Patrick Brady, a Former Employee in the
Sanitary Department of Said City, being House Bill
#1265.

This bill arises from a very sad accident to Patrick
Brady, a former employee in the Sanitary Department of
the City of Somerville. As a result of the accident, he
died. Since his death the City has made a payment of $lO
a week under the Workmen’s Compensation Law to his
widow. While there are seven children in the family, I
am informed that the youngest has recently entered the
Navy on or near his eighteenth birthday. All the others
are working, and that is the basis on which the payment
of the Industrial Accident Board was made to the widow.

As a member of your honorable body for fourteen years,
I realize the circumstances under which bills such as this
are presented to you. I realize the sympathy that you
have in many of these individual cases. I believe, how-
ever, in almost every instance Governors for many years
have felt it their duty to veto bills of this character on
the general principle that I stated in House Document
2132 of 1939:
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“Regardless of the merits of an individual case, it is a wrong prin-
ciple of legislation to permit certain petitioners to gain benefits through
legislation denied to others in a similar position. Undoubtedly there
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are many other persons in cities throughout the Commonwealth in
a position similar to the petitioner here. To approve this legislation
would be a great injustice to many others.”

This case follows directly within the principle stated
above.

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


