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3 HOUSE . . . . No. 1621

House of Representatives, April 29, 1943.
The committee on Election Laws, to whom was referred

the first interim report of the special commission estab-
lished to make an investigation and study of the laws
relating to primaries and elections with a view to their
revision and improvement, the publication of reports of
election cases and related matters (House, No. 1370),
report (in part) the accompanying bill (House, No. 1621).

For the committee

CARL A. SHERIDAN.

Cl)c Commontoealtf) of egassacfnisetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act to make certain correctional changes in

THE LAWS RELATING TO ELECTIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
n General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
\ame, as follows:
1 Section 1. Section fourteen of chapter thirty-
-2 nine of the General Laws, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary Edition, is hereby amended by striking
4 out the first paragraph and inserting in place thereof
5 the following:

6 At every town meeting when moderators are not
7 elected for the term of one or three years, a moderator
8 shall first be elected. The election of a moderator
9 at a meeting for the choice of town officers shall be
0 by ballot, and the voting list shall be used thereat.

1 Section 2. Said section fourteen of said chapter
2 thirty-nine, as so appearing, is hereby further amended
3 by striking out, in the
4 habitants” and inserting
5 registered voters, S(

6 will read as follows:
7 light or improvement di;
8 hereafter so votes may
9 town or district officer;
.0 voters thereof by ballot ;

seventh line, the word “in-
y in place thereof the words
;o that the second paragraph
- Any town or fire, water,
[strict which has so voted or

• at any annual election of
■s elect from the registered
a moderator to preside at all

Qe Commontoealti) of Massachusetts
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11 town or district meetings. His term of office shall
12 begin as soon as he is qualified, and shall continue
13 until the next annual town or district meeting and
14 until his successor is qualified. Any town or district
15 which has elected a moderator for the term of one
16 year shall thereafter elect a moderator at every
17 annual election of town or district officers, unless the
18 town or district votes to discontinue the electing of

v 19 moderators for said term.

1 Section 3. Section one of chapter forty-one of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter
3 one hundred and twenty-nine of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and thirty-nine, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out the first paragraph and inserting in place
6 thereof the following:

7 Every town at its annual meeting shall in every year
8 when the term of office of any incumbent expires, and
9 except when other provision is made by law, choose by

10 ballot from its registered voters the following town
11 officers for the following terms of office;

1 Section 4. Chapter forty-three Aof the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section six,
3 as amended by section one of chapter one of the acts
4 of the current year, and inserting in place thereof the
5 following:

6 Section 6. Nomination of candidates for town meet-

7 ing members to be elected under this chapter shall be
8 made by nomination papers, which shall show clearly
9 whether he has been a former town meeting member,

10 and if an elected incumbent of such office, that he is a
11 candidate for re-election and shall bear no other politi-
12 cal designation. Such papers shall be signed by not
13 less than ten voters of the precinct in which the can-
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14 didate resides, shall be filed with the town clerk at
15 least ten days before the election or in towns which
16 have accepted section one hundred and three A of
17 chapter fifty-four, within the time provided by section
18 ten of chapter fifty-three. They shall be submitted to
19 the registrars of voters and shall be certified in the
20 manner provided in section seven of said chapter
21 fifty-three; provided, that any town meeting member,
22 including any town meeting member in office under
23 the provisions of a special statute under which such
24 town is operating immediately prior to the taking
25 effect therein of the standard form of representative
26 town meeting government provided by this chapter,
27 may become a candidate for re-election by giving
28 written notice thereof to the town clerk at least thirty
29 days before the election. If a town meeting member
30 is a candidate for re-election, the words “Candidate
31 for Re-election” shall be printed against his name as

32 it appears on the ballot for the election of town officers.
33 No nomination papers shall be valid in respect to
34 any candidate whose written acceptance is not thereon
35 or attached thereto when filed.

1 Section 5. Section eight of said chapter forty-
-2 three A, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
3 is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence
4 and inserting in place thereof the following: A
5 moderator shall be elected by ballot at the annual
6 town meeting when his term of office expires, for the
7 term of one or three years, and shall serve as modera-
-8 tor of all town meetings, except as otherwise provided
9 by law, until a successor is. elected and qualified.

1 Section 6. Section one of chapter fifty of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by section
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3 two of chapter five hundred and eleven of the acts
4 of nineteen hundred and forty-one, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out the paragraph included in
6 lines nineteen to twenty-one, inclusive, as appearing
7 in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
8 thereof the following: “City election” shall apply
9 to any election held in a city at which a city officer is

10 to be chosen by the voters, whether for a full term or
11 for the filling of a vacancy, or at which any question
12 to be voted upon at a city election is to be submitted
13 to the voters.

1 Section 7. Said section one of said chapter fifty,
2 as so amended, is hereby further amended by striking
3 out the paragraph included in lines ninety-one and
4 ninety-two, inclusive, as appearing in the Tercentenary
5 Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following:
6 —“State officer” shall apply to and include, any
7 person to be nominated at a state primary or chosen
8 at a state election and shall include United States
9 senator and representative in Congres;

1 Section 8. Said section one of said chapter fifty,
2 as so amended, is hereby further amended by insert-
-3 ing after the paragraph included in line ninety-three,
4 as printed in the Tercentenary Edition, the follow-
-5 ing: “Town officer” shall apply to and include
6 town meeting members.

1 Section 9. Section eight of said chapter fifty, as
2 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in the second line, the
4 word “assessment,” and inserting in place thereof
5 the words: listing of persons twenty years of age
6 and over and to the, - so as to read as follows:
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7 Section 8. In any criminal prosecution for the vio-
-8 lation of any law relating to the listing of persons
9 twenty years of age and over and to the qualification

10 or registration of voters, to voting lists or ballots or
11 matters pertaining thereto, or to primaries, caucuses
12 or elections or matters pertaining thereto, the pre-
-13 sumption shall be that every proceeding or official act
14 was valid, regular and formal; but evidence may be
15 introduced either to rebut or support the presump-
-16 tion. As to an alleged election or primary, the testi-
-17 mony of the city or town clerk, and as to an alleged
18 caucus, the testimony of the presiding officer, secre-
-19 tary or clerk thereof, that such election, primary or
20 caucus was held, shall be prima facie evidence that
21 the same was regularly and duly held.

1 Section 10. Section one of chapter fifty-one of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter
3 two hundred and six of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and thirty-two, is hereby further amended by striking
5 out, in lines fifteen and sixteen, the words “or who had
6 the right to vote on May first, eighteen hundred and
7 fifty-seven,” so that the first paragraph will read
8 as follows: Every citizen twenty-one years of age
9 or older, not being a pauper or person under guardian-

-10 ship and not being temporarily or permanently dis-
-11 qualified by law because of corrupt practices in re-
-12 spect to elections, who can read the constitution of
13 the commonwealth in English and write his name,
14 and who has resided in the commonwealth one year
15 and in the city or town where he claims a right to
16 vote six months last preceding a state, city or town
17 election, and who has complied with the requirements
18 of this chapter, may have his name entered on the
19 list of voters in such city or town, and may vote
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20 therein in any such election or, except in so far as re-
-21 stricted in any town in which a representative town
22 meeting form of government has been established, in
23 any meeting held for the transaction of town affairs.
24 No other person shall have his name entered upon
25 the list of voters or have the right to vote; except
26 that no person who is prevented from reading or
27 writing as aforesaid by a physical disability', shall, if
28 otherwise qualified, be deprived of the right to vote
29 by reason of not being able so to read or write; and
30 no person who, having served in the army or navy
31 of the United States in time of war, has been honor-
-32 ably discharged from such service, if otherwise quali-
-33 fied to vote, shall be disqualified therefrom on account
34 of receiving or having received aid from any city or

35 town, or because he is exempted by section five of
36 chapter fifty-nine from the assessment of a poll tax;
37 and no person otherwise qualified to vote for national
38 or state officers shall, by reason of a change of resi-
39 dence within the commonwealth, be disqualified from
40 voting for such officers in the city or town from which
41 he has removed his residence until the expiration of
42 six months from such removal. A married woman

43 dwelling or having her home separate and apart from
44 her husband shall for the purpose of voting and regis-
-45 tration therefor be deemed to reside at the place
46 where she dwells or has her home.

1 Section 11. Said chapter fifty-one is hereby fur-
out section three, as most
m four of chapter two hun-
acts of nineteen hundred

rting in place thereof the

2 ther amended by striking
3 recently amended by sectic
4 dred and fifty-four of the
5 and thirty-three, and insc
6 following:

For all elections and primaries held7 Section
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8 prior to June first in any year, a person shall be
9 registered and may vote in the ward or voting pre-

-10 cinct where he resided on January first of the pre-
-11 ceding year or if he became a resident of the city or
12 town after January first, in the ward or voting pre-
-13 cinct where he first became a legal resident. For all
14 elections and primaries held on or after June first a
15 person shall be registered and may vote in the ward
16 or voting precinct where he resided on January first
17 preceding the election, or, if he became an inhabitant
18 of such city or town after January first, in the ward
19 or voting precinct in which he first became a resident
20 thereafter.

1 Section 12. Said chapter fifty-one is hereby fur-
2 ther amended by striking out the heading before sec-
-3 tion four and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 LISTING OF PERSONS TWENTY YEARS OP AGE OR OVER.

1 Section 13. Section four of said chapter fifty-one,
2 as most recently amended by section two of chapter
3 four hundred and forty of the acts of nineteen hun-
4 dred and thirty-eight, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out, in the eighth line, the word “male”, —

6 by striking out all after the word “towns” in the
7 tenth line down to and including the word “towns”
8 in the thirteenth line, and by striking out the last
9 paragraph, so as to read as follows; Section 4-

10 Except as otherwise provided by law, the registrars,
11 assistant registrars, or one or more of them, shall
12 annually in January or February, visit every' build-
-13 ing in their respective cities and towns, and, after
14 diligent inquiry, shall make true lists containing, as
15 nearly as they can ascertain, the name, age, occupa-
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16 tion, nationality if not a citizen of the United States,
17 and residence on January first in the preceding year
18 and in the current year, of every person twenty
19 years of age or older, residing in their respective cities

20 and towns.
21 Any inmate of the soldiers’ home in Chelsea shall
22 have the same right as any other resident of that city
23 to be assessed and to vote therein.

1 Section 14. Section ten of said chapter fifty-one,
2 as amended by section eight of said chapter four
3 hundred and forty, is hereby repealed.

1 Section 15. Section ten Aof said chapter fifty-
-2 one, inserted by section one of chapter three hundred
3 and sixty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 thirty-nine, is hereby amended by striking out, where
5 it occurs, the word “March” and inserting in place
6 thereof the word: May, —so as to read as fol-
-7 lows: Section 10A. Any person who claims a
8 residence on January first of any year in any city or
9 town at an inn, lodging house or public lodging house

10 located therein and licensed under any provision of
11 chapter one hundred and forty shall, in order to have
12 his name retained on the list of registered voters in
13 such city or town or to be listed for the purpose of
14 becoming a registered voter therein, file with the
15 registrars on or before May first of such year a state-
-16 ment under the penalties of perjury, on a blank
17 furnished and mailed to him by the registrars sub-
-18 stantially in the following form:
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Statement
hereby claim

Designation of Inn, Lodging House or Public Lodging He
located at

[Street and Number, if (City or Town

Massachusetts, as my domicile
of , that I

and that I am a legal resident
have resided in the common-

(City or Tc

wealth at least one year, in
[City or Tc

tofrom
>

and in said ,at the address first-
alic Lodging House)(Inn, Lodging House or P-

mentioned .months prior to January 1 of the
a resident at said first-mentionedcurrent year, and that I wa;

address on said January 1.

Signed under the penalties of perjury
Date 19

Signature
Christian Name Middle Initial

19 (Failure to file this statement by May lin each
20 year so long as you claim a residence in any inn,
21 lodging house or public lodging house may result in
22 your name being struck from the list of registered
23 voters.)

1 Section 16. Section thirteen of said chapter fifty-
-2 one, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is
3 hereby repealed.

1 Section 17. Section fourteen Bof said chapter
2 fifty-one, as amended by section twelve of chapter
3 four hundred and forty of the acts of nineteen hun-
-4 dred and thirty-eight, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out, in the third and fourth lines, the words
6 “and of determining their liability to be assessed a
7 poll tax, so as to read as follows: Section 1/^B.
8 In cities and towns in which the duty of listing resi-
-9 dents for the puiposes of determining their right to

10 vote is performed by officers other than registrars or
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11 assistant registrars, the provisions of this chapter
12 relative to registrars and assistant registrars shall
13 apply to such officers when performing like duties in
14 such cities and towns, except as otherwise expressly
15 provided in any special law or in this section. Where
16 in any special law April first is stated as the date as of
17 which the legal residence of any person shall be deter-
-18 mined, such residence shall be determined as of Jan-
-19 uary first instead of April first, and if any provision of
20 this chapter contains a date for the performance of
21 an official act by a board of registrars, registrar or
22 assistant registrar, and by special law a different date
23 is fixed for the performance of such act in any city or
24 town by the same or any other board or officer, the
25 earlier of such dates shall in such city or town prevail
26 over the later date.

1 Section 18. Said chapter fifty-one is hereby fur-
-2 ther amended by striking out section twenty, as ap-
3 pearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
5 Section 20. If there is a vacancy in the board of
6 registrars caused by death, resignation or retirement
7 or if a member of the board of registrars is unable to
8 perform the duties of his office, or is, at the time of
9 any meeting of said board, absent from the city or

10 town, the mayor or selectmen may, upon the request
11 in writing of a majority of the remaining members of
12 the board, appoint in writing some person to fill such
13 vacancy temporarily, who is of the same political
14 party as the member whose position he is appointed
15 to fill. Such temporary registrar shall perform the
16 duties and be subject to the requirements and penal-
-17 ties provided by law for a registrar of voters.
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1 Section 19. Said chapter fifty-one is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section twenty-two, as
3 amended by chapter two hundred and eighty of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, and insert-
-5 ing in place thereof the following:
6 Section 22. The registrars in cities and towns may
7 appoint assistant registrars for the term of one year,
8 beginning with April first, unless sooner removed by
9 the registrars, and they shall, as nearly as may be,

10 equally represent the different political parties. As-
-11 sistant registrars shall be subject to the same obliga-
-12 tions and penalties as registrars. Registrars may
13 remove an assistant registrar, and may fill a vacancy
14 for the remainder of the term. Registrars may also
15 appoint temporary assistant registrars from time to
16 time to assist in the listing of persons twenty years
17 of age or over. Except in Boston, persons appointed
18 to serve temporarily as assistant registrars, or as
19 temporary assistant registrars, shall not be subject
20 to chapter thirty-one.

1 Section 20. Section twenty-three of said chapter
2 fifty-one, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is
3 hereby amended by inserting after the word “names”
4 in the fifth line the words: listed or, —so as to
5 read as follows: Section 23. The registrars and
6 assistant registrars shall, before entering upon their
7 official duties, each take and subscribe an oath faith-
-8 fully to perform the same. They shall receive such
9 compensation for their services as the city council

10 or selectmen may determine; but such compensation
11 shall not be regulated by the number of names listed
12 or registered by them, and a reduction of compensa-
-13 tion shall apply only to registrars and assistant
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14 registrars appointed thereafter. The city council or
15 selectmen shall provide them suitable rooms, and
16 necessary assistance. The city or town clerk, when
17 a member of the board of registrars, shall act as
18 clerk thereof, shall keep a full and accurate record
19 of its proceedings and shall cause such notices as the
20 registrars may require to be properly given.

1 Section 21. Section twenty-six of said chapter
2 fifty-one, as most recently amended by section two of
3 chapter four hundred and seventy-three of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out, in the twelfth line, the words
6 “the city election” and inserting in place thereof the
7 words: a city election, or a city primary or pre-
-8 liminary election, so as to read as follows; Sec-
-9 lion 26. The registrars, for the purpose of register-

-10 ing voters in the manner hereinafter provided, shall
11 hold such day and such evening sessions as the town
12 by by-law or the city by ordinance shall prescribe,
13 and such other sessions as they deem necessary; but,
14 except as provided in sections thirty-four and fifty,
15 there shall be no registration of voters between ten
16 o’clock in the evening on the twentieth day preceding,
17 and the day following, the biennial state primary, the
18 presidential primary and the biennial state election,
19 nor in any city between ten o’clock in the evening on
20 the twentieth day preceding and the day following a
21 city election, or a city primary or preliminary election,
22 nor in any town between ten o’clock in the evening
23 on the Wednesday next but one preceding and the
24 day following the annual town meeting. The time
25 and place of registration shall be the same for male
26 and female applicants.
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1 Section 22. Said chapter fifty-one is hereby fur-
-2 ther amended by striking out section twenty-seven, as
3 most recently amended by section one of chapter one
4 hundred and nine of the current year, and inserting in
5 place thereof the following:
6 Section 27. They shall hold at least one session
7 at some suitable place in every city or town on or
8 before the last day for registration preceding the
9 biennial state primary and the presidential primary,

10 and on or before the Wednesday next but one pre-
-11 ceding a town primary, except a primary preceding a
12 special town election. The provisions of this section
13 applicable in the case of a city primary shall apply
14 also in the case of a preliminary election held in any
15 city under chapter forty-three, or under any special
16 law except where it is otherwise provided.

1 Section 23. Section twenty-nine Bof said chap-
-2 ter fifty-one, inserted by chapter one hundred and
3 seventy-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 thirty-eight, is hereby amended by adding at the end
5 the words: —, unless the city council votes otherwise,

6—soas to read as follows; Section 298. In cities
7 the registrars shall, within forty days before the
8 biennial state election, but on or before the last day
9 fixed for registration, hold one or more sessions in

10 one or more suitable places in each ward of the city,
11 unless the city council votes otherwise.

1 Section 24. Section thirty of said chapter fifty-
-2 one, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is
3 hereby amended by adding at the end of

_
the first

4 sentence the words: , unless the selectmen or town
5 votes otherwise, —so that the first sentence will



1943.] No. 1621.HOUSE - 15

'(

6 read as follows:- In towns divided into voting
7 precincts the registrars shall, within forty days
8 before the biennial state election, and also within
9 twenty days before the annual town meeting, but in

10 each case on or before the last day fixed for registra-
-11 tion, hold one or more sessions in each voting precinct,
12 unless the selectmen or town votes otherwise.

1 Section 25. Section thirty-six of said chapter
2 fifty-one, as most recently amended by section twelve
3 of chapter two hundred and fifty-four of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-three, is hereby further
5 amended by adding at the end the following sen-
-6 fence; There shall be added in the above column
7 designated “Remarks” such information pertaining
8 to the status of a married woman and of a person
9 claiming derivative citizenship as the registrars deem

10 of value.

1 Section 26. Section thirty-seven of said chapter
2 fifty-one, as most recently amended by section two
3 of chapter three hundred and twenty-eight of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and fortv-one, is hereby

5 further amended by striking out, in the twenty-fifth
6 line, as appearing in section fourteen of chapter four
7 hundred and fortv of the acts of nineteen hundred
8 and thirty-eight, the word “August” and inserting
9 in place thereof the word;- June, —so as to read

m 10 as follows: Section 37. The registrars, after April
t' 11 first, shall prepare an annual register containing the

12 names of all qualified voters in their city or town for
13 the current year, beginning with January first. Such
14 names shall be arranged in alphabetical order, and,
15 opposite to the name of each voter, shall be placed
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16 his residence on January first preceding or on any
17 subsequent day when he became an inhabitant of the
18 city or town. The registrars shall enter in the annual
19 register every name contained in the lists prepared
20 by them under section four, which they can identify
21 as that of a person whose name was borne on the vot-
-22 ing list of the city or town at the last preceding elec-
-23 tion or town meeting, giving the residence of each
24 such person on January first, which, in the case of a
25 person assessed a poll tax, shall be the place at which
26 he was so assessed. They shall make all inquiries
27 and investigations necessary to identify such person,
28 and they shall not enter in the annual register the
29 name of a person objected to by any registrar, or the
30 name of a person who neglects to file the return re-
-31 quired under section ten A, until such person has
32 been duly notified and given an opportunity to be
33 heard. They shall forthwith enter in the annual
34 register the name of every person whose qualifica-
-35 tions as a voter have been determined by them in
36 the current year and whose name has accordingly
37 been entered in the general register. They shall, on
38 or before the first Monday of June in each year, send
39 notice in writing to each voter of the preceding year
40 whose name has not been entered in the annual regis-
-41 ter of the current year that the name of such voter
42 has not been so entered, such notice to be sent by
43 first class mail enclosed in an envelope bearing the
44 proper address to which the same may be returned
45 in case of non-delivery, and the registrars shall pre-
-46 pare a list of the names of voters not so entered, which
47 shall be open to public inspection in their principal
48 office, or shall be posted by copy in the places where
49 copies of voting lists are required to be posed under
50 section fifty-seven of chapter fifty-one.
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1 Section 27. Said chapter fifty-one is hereby
2 further amended by striking out section thirty-eight,
3 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and in-
-4 serting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 38. The registrars shall, upon the personal
6 application of a listed person for the correction of any
7 error in their original lists, and whenever informed of
8 any such error, make due investigation, and, upon
9 proof thereof, correct the same on their books. When

10 informed of the omission of the name of a person who
11 is averred to have resided in the city or town on
12 January first in the current year and to have been
13 listed there in the preceding year, they shall make
14 due investigation, and, upon proof thereof, add the
15 name to their books. They shall revise and correct
16 the general register and the current annual register
17 in accordance with any facts they may have presented
18 to them. They shall strike therefrom, the name of
19 every deceased person which has been transmitted
20 to them under section fourteen; but after the name
21 of a voter has been placed upon the current annual
22 register, they shall not change the place of residence
23 as given thereon, nor, unless the voter has died or
24 unless they have received notice under section nine
25 from the registrars of another city or town that the
26 voter has been listed therein, strike such name there-
-27 from, until they have sent him a notice of their in-
-28 tention so to do, naming a certain date when he
29 mav be heard.

1 Section 28. Said chapter fifty-one is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section forty-one, as so ap-
-3 pearing, and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 41 • The registrars shall preserve all written
5 applications, complaints, certificates and affidavits
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6 received by them, and all other documents in their
7 custody relative to listing and registration, for two
8 years after the dates thereof.

1 Section 29. Section forty-four of said chapter
2 fifty-one, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
3 striking out, in the third and fourth lines, the words
4 “, or unless he had the right to vote on May first,
5 eighteen hundred and fifty-seven”,—so as to read
6as follows: Section J+J+. The registrars shall ex-
-7 amine on oath an applicant for registration relative
8 to his qualifications as a voter, and shall, unless he
9 is prevented by physical disability, require him to

10 write his name in the general register and to read
11 in such manner as to show that he is neither prompted
12 nor reciting from memory. Registrars shall be pro-
-13 vided by the state secretary with a copy of the con-
-14 stitution of the commonwealth printed in English on
15 uniform pasteboard slips, each containing five lines
16 of said constitution printed in type of a size not less
17 than twenty-four point, and with a box so constructed
18 as to conceal them from view. The registrars shall
19 place said slips in the box, and shall require each
20 applicant to draw one of said slips from the box and
21 read aloud, in full view and hearing of the registrars,
22 the five lines printed thereon. Each slip shall be re-
-23 turned to the box immediately after the test is finished,
24 and the contents of the box shall be shaken up by a
25 registrar before another drawing is made. No per-
-26 son failing to read the constitution as printed on the
27 slip thus drawn shall be registered as a voter. The
28 registrars shall keep said slips in said box at all times.
29 The state secretary shall upon request provide new
30 slips to replace those worn out or lost.
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Section 30. Section fifty-five of said chapter
fifty-one, as most recently amended by section four
of chapter four hundred and seventy-three of the acts
of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, is hereby further
amended by striking out the last sentence and in-
serting in place thereof the following: Notwith-
standing the foregoing, the voting lists to be used at
presidential primaries or any primary or election held

I
9

6

4
.)

6

i

8

prior to June first in any
year preceding, revised
read as follows: Section
the names entered in the
prepare voting lists for i
votirig lists they shall pla
entered on the annual rej

opposite to the name of eat

first preceding or at the

year may be that of the
as aforesaid, —so as to
55. Registrars shall, from
annual register of voters,

9

10
11
12

tse at elections. In such
?e the names of all voters
pster, and no others, and
■h his residence on January
time of his becoming an

13
14
15
16
17

inhabitant of such place after said day. They may
enter the names of women voters in separate columns
or lists. In cities, they shall prepare such voting
lists bv wards, and if a ward or a town is divided into

18
19
20

21
voting precincts, they shall prepare the same by
precincts, in alphabetical order, or by streets. Names
shall be added thereto or taken therefrom as persons
are found to be qualified or not qualified to vote.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the voting lists to be
used at presidential primaries or any primary or
election held prior to June first in any year may be
that of the year preceding, revised as aforesaid.

79

23

24
i

26

27
28

29

1 Section 31. Section fifty-seven of said chapter
2 fifty-one, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
3 is hereby amended by striking out, in the sixth line,
4 the words “precinct therein” and inserting in place
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5 thereof the words: ward of a city and in each
6 precinct of a town, —so as to read as follows:
7 Section 67. They shall, at least twenty days before
8 the annual or biennial city or town election, and ex-
-9 cept in Boston, at least sixty days before the biennial

10 state election, cause copies of the voting lists provided
11 for in the two preceding sections to be posted in their
12 principal office and in one or more other public places
13 in the city or town, and in each ward of a city and
14 in each precinct of a town. Upon application made
15 by any state political committee organized in accord-
-16 ance with law, the clerk of the board of registrars
17 shall furnish to it a copy of the voting list free of
18 charge.

1 Section 32. Section sixty-two of said chapter
2 fifty-one, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
3 striking out, in the eighth line, the words "held in a
4 city”, so as to read as follows; Section 62. When
5 a caucus is called, the registrars, on the request of
6 the chairman of the ward or town committee of the
7 party whose caucus is to be held or of the person
8 designated to call the caucus to order, shall furnish
9 him for use in the caucus a certified copy of the last

10 published voting list of the town, or of the ward of
11 the city for which the caucus is to be held, adding
12 thereto the names of voters registered since such pub-
-13 lication. Said lists, if intended for use in the caucus
14 of a political party, shall contain the party enroll-
-15 ment of voters whose names appear thereon estab-
-16 lished as provided in sections thirty-seven and thirty-
-17 eight of chapter fifty-three.

1 Section 33. Said chapter fifty-one is hereby fur-
-2 ther amended by striking out section sixty-three, as
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3 so appearing, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-4 lowing;

5 Section 63. After the biennial state election in nine-
-6 teen hundred and forty-four, and in every tenth year
7 thereafter for the purpose of furnishing the informa-
-8 tion necessary for a new division of a city into wards
9 and voting precincts and of a town of twelve thousand

10 inhabitants or over which has been divided into vot-
-11 ing precincts, into new voting precincts, the registrars
12 shall deliver to the clerk of each city and of each such
13 town, on or before the first Tuesday after the said
14 election, a list of all voters therein who were registered
15 for such election, which shall be so arranged as to
16 show the number of voters residing in each ward or
17 in each precinct, as the case may be, by streets. The
18 registrars shall likewise in any other year, upon the
19 request of the aldermen in cities or of the selectmen
20 in such towns, furnish, for the purpose of dividing a
21 ward into voting precincts or, unless otherwise pro-
-22 hibited by law, of dividing any such town into new
23 voting precincts, a list of the voters of any ward in
24 a city or of any precinct in such town, arranged as
25 aforesaid.
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