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E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o sto n , May 20, 1943.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I approve the request contained in the letter herewith 
attached of Secretary of State Cook and the Board 
authorized by Chapter 9, Section 20 of the General 
Laws; and I am glad to recommend the draft of legisla
tion accompanying the letter.

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor of the Commonwealth,
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T he  C o m m o n w e a lth  of  M a s sa c h u s e tts , 
O ffic e  of  t h e  Se c r e t a r y ,

B o sto n , May 19, 1943.

His Excellency Leverett Saltonstall, Governor of the Common- 
wealth, State House, Boston, Massachusetts.

M y D ear Governor: —  The Board authorized by Chapter 
9 of the General Laws, Section 20 as amended by Chapter 402 
of the Acts of 1935, finds that it has on hand many tons of 
plates used for printing the Massachusetts Reports. It has 
been considering for some time the matter of necessity in the 
near future of reprints of many Volumes. It has been deter
mined that such reprint or republication can be made by 
planograph process at practically the same price as from 
plates. For this reason the Board is turning over to the State 
Purchasing Agent the plates now in storage but feels authority 
should be given for reprints of the Volumes as necessary. The 
Board, therefore, is very desirous of consideration by the General 
Court of an amendment to said Section 20 and suggests the 
accompanying draft.

Very truly yours,

FRED ERIC W. COOK,
Secretary of the Commonwealth.

E TH ELBERT V. GRABILL,
Reporter of Decisions.

JAMES E. FARLEY,
Assistant Attorney General.

G. J. CRONIN,
Member Administration and Finance.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n  A c t  f u r t h e r  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  a n d

SALE OF THE MASSACHUSETTS REPORTS AND OF THE 

ADVANCE SHEETS OF THE OPINIONS AND DECISIONS 

OF THE SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section twenty of chapter nine of the General
2 Laws, inserted by chapter four hundred and two of
3 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-five, is hereby
4 amended by inserting after the word “ advertise-
5 ment” in the fourteenth line the following: — and
6 of reprints of volumes of Massachusetts Reports
7 previously published, — so that said section as
8 amended will read as follows: — Section 20. There
9 shall be in the department of the state secretary, but

10 not subject to his supervision or control except as
11 herein provided, a board, consisting of the attorney
12 general, the state secretary, the reporter of decisions
13 of the supreme judicial court, and a member of the
14 commission on administration and finance to be
15 designated by its chairman, which board shall from
16 time to time advertise for proposals for the execution
17 of the printing and binding, and provide for the sale
18 to the public at such price as said board may fix, of
19 the reports of the decisions of the supreme judicial
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20 court, styled “ Massachusetts Reports” , during a
21 term of one, two or three years from a date specified
22 by said board in its advertisement, and of reprints
23 of volumes of Massachusetts Reports previously
24 published. Said board shall take into consideration
25 the circumstances and facilities of the several bidders
26 for the above-mentioned work, as well as the terms
27 offered; may reject any bids received; shall award
28 the contract to such bidder as in its judgment the |
29 interests of the commonwealth may require; and shall
30 execute the contract in the name and behalf of the
31 commonwealth. Said board may from time to time
32 negotiate for, and execute in the name and behalf of,
33 the commonwealth a contract for the printing and
34 sale to the public, during such period of time and at
35 such price as said board may fix, of advance copies of
36 opinions of said court filed with the reporter of deci-
37 sions. Bonds or securities satisfactory to said board,
38 in an amount not less than ten thousand dollars,
39 shall be given to or deposited by each person to whom
40 any contract is awarded under authority of this
41 section, to secure faithful performance thereof.


