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H ouse of R e p r e se n t a t iv e s , May 24, 1943.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was 
referred the Bill to regulate procedure before the Appellate 
Tax Board and relating to the taxation of costs, in certain 
cases (printed as Senate, No. 308), report that the same 
ought to pass with an amendment substituting therefor 
the accompanying bill (House, No. 1787).

For the committee,

CHARLES E. SHEPARD.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n A ct r e l a t iv e  to pro cedu re  befo r e  th e  appellate

TAX BOARD AND TO THE TAXATION OF COSTS IN CERTAIN 

CASES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter fifty-eight A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section twelve, as amended,
3 the two following new sections: —
4 Section 12A. If, at the hearing of an appeal, it
5 appears that the assessed value of the property
6 involved is greater than the value thereof as deter-
7 mined by the appellate tax board on a prior appeal,
8 the burden shall be upon the appellee to satisfy the
9 board that the increased valuation was warranted and

10 upon failure so to do the board may, in its discretion,
11 tax as costs against the appellee, in addition to witness
12 fees and expenses of service of process, the whole or
13 any part of the reasonable expense of the taxpayer
14 incurred in the preparation, entry and trial of his
15 appeal. Such costs shall be certified and paid as
16 provided in section twelve.
17 Section 12B. No appeal concerning any parcel of
18 real estate the valuation of which has been deter-
19 mined by the board shall be considered by the board
20 within three years after such determination unless
21 the local assessors have increased the valuation of
22 such real estate subsequently to such determination.


