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Côc Commontoealtö of ^assacöusetts

H o u se  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s , June 3, 1943.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom were 
referred the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 
1595) of Arthur F. Verney that the city of Boston be 
authorized to construct a new bridge over Belle Isle Inlet 
between said city and the town of Winthrop, the Bill 
authorizing the Metropolitan District Commission to re
construct the road from the Lynn-Nahant line to Little 
Nahant by building a new roadway on the harbor side 
and using the present roadway for the parking area 
(House, No. 691) and the Resolve providing for a special 
unpaid commission to consider and recommend a post
war program of highway projects throughout the Com
monwealth (House, No. 1614), report the accompanying 
bill (House, No. 1836).

For the committee,

CHAS. E. FERGUSON.
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Cfte Commontoealti) of ^assatfjusotts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

R e s o l v e  p r o v id in g  f o r  a  s p e c ia l  u n p a id  c o m m issio n

TO CONSIDER AND RECOMMEND A POST-WAR PROGRAM 

OF HIGHWAY PROJECTS THROUGHOUT THE COMMON

WEALTH.

1 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to
2 be known as the Post-war Highway Commission and
3 hereinafter referred to as the commission, consisting
4 of two members of the senate to be designated by the
5 president thereof, five members of the house of
6 representatives to be designated by the speaker
7 thereof, one person to be appointed by the governor,
8 the commissioner of public works, the mayor of the
9 city of Boston or a person appointed by him, and the

10 chairman of the metropolitan district commission
11 or a person appointed by him, is hereby established
12 for the purpose of making a study of such highway
13 projects throughout the commonwealth as may, in
14 its opinion, be necessary or advisable to be carried
15 out after the termination of the present war, with a
16 view to recommending a post-war program of high-
17 way and traffic improvements. The commission, in
18 carrying out its study hereunder, shall consider, with
19 respect to each highway project which it may deem
20 necessary or advisable for inclusion in such a pro-
21 gram, as to whether public convenience requires the
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22 construction or carrying out thereof, and, if so, it
23 shall determine as to said project (1) the probable
24 cost; (2) how the cost of said improvement, and of
25 land takings, if necessary, therefor, should be appor-
26 tioned; (3) by whom said improvement should be
27 made; and (4) by whom said improvement should
28 be maintained upon its completion.
29 The commission shall, within thirty days after its
30 appointment, transmit to the state department of
31 public works a list of post-war projects designed to
32 relieve or eliminate traffic congestion in the common-
33 wealth and may supplement such list at such later
34 dates as it may determine. Said department, for the
35 purpose of determining the projects to be planned
36 under this paragraph, may, with the approval of the
37 governor, omit or modify any of said projects or add
38 thereto other post-war projects designed to relieve
39 such traffic congestion; and said department shall, as
40 promptly as possible, prepare plans, specifications,
41 detail of location and amount of necessary land tak-
42 ings or acquisitions, detailed cost of estimates, and
43 all other things necessary or proper as a prerequisite
44 to the actual construction of the projects so deter-
45 mined. Said department shall report in detail to the
46 commission, on or before October first, nineteen hun-
47 dred and forty-four, the material so prepared and its
48 recommendations in regard thereto.
49 For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this
50 resolve, there may be expended by the commission
51 for expenses and clerical and other assistance such
52 sums not exceeding, in the aggregate, thirty thousand
53 dollars, as may be appropriated therefor from the
54 Highway Fund.
55 Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the
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56 department of public works may, with the approval
57 of the governor, accept on behalf of the commonwealth
58 and expend any federal funds which may hereafter
59 be made available for financing the cost of activities
60 in connection with the preparation of a program of
61 post-war highway construction. Authority to make
62 application for such federal funds is hereby granted to
63 said department of public works or to such other
64 agency of the commonwealth as the governor may
65 designate.
66 The commission shall report to the general court
67 its findings and its recommendations, if any, together
68 with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such
69 recommendations into effect, by filing the same with
70 the clerk of the house of representatives on or before
71 the first Wednesday of November in the year nine-
72 teen hundred and forty-four.


