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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning to you herewith, without my approval, 
An Act pro vid in g  for  th e  resto rin g  of E t h el  S. 
G reene  to c e r ta in  be n e f its  of th e  state  r e t ir e 
ment system , being House Bill No. 338.

This bill is intended to restore to Ethel S. Greene the 
rights which had accrued to her by reason of prior service 
but which were lost to her because of long departure 
from the service of the Commonwealth. She was absent 
from the service from October 1918 to November 1931.

At the time of her termination of service the statutes 
provided that any employee who had terminated service 
with the Commonwealth but returned to the service of 
the Commonwealth within two years may acquire all 
prior rights attained by prior service upon payment to 
the State Employees Retirement System the total amount 
of contributions which were refunded to the employee 
at the time of termination of service. Chapter 439 of 
the Acts and Resolves of 1938 amended this particular 
section of Chapter 32 to extend the period of time of 
reinstatement to five years. It was evidently the inten
tion of the Legislature in 1938 to set a maximum period 
of time in which to effect reinstatement.

It appears from the records in the office of the State 
Employees’ Retirement System that Ethel S. Greene 
was absent from the service of the Commonwealth a 
total period of twelve years six months and fourteen days 
which obviously eliminates her from taking advantage



2 HOUSE — No. 1855. [June, 1943.

of the privileges of the statute. Therefore, under the 
statute she is prevented from paying into the system the 
amount so withdrawn.

There have been innumerable instances of persons who 
are placed in the unfortunate position in which Ethel S. 
Greene now finds herself, but who have resumed their 
service and taken the good with the bad. It appears to 
me that were this act approved, it would establish a 
precedent, undoubtedly open the way for many others 
of a similar nature, and would also counteract the inten
tion of the Legislature of 1938.

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor.


