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Cöe Commontoealtb of ^ a 0sacôusetts

ORGANIZATION OF THE COMMISSION.

By the President of the Senate.
Sen. Joseph  F. F r a n c is , Fairhaven, Chairman.
Sen. N e w lan d  H . H olm es , Weymouth.
Sen. C o rn eliu s  F. H a l e y , Rowley.
Sen. W illiam  P. G r a n t , Fall River.
Sen. R o bert  L. L e e , Boston.

By the Speaker of the House.
Rep. F r e d e r ic k  B. W il l is , Saugus, Vice-Chairman.
Rep. Joseph  A. M il a n o , Melrose.
Rep. F rancts J. K e l l e y , North Attleborough.
Rep. John  H. V a l e n t in e , Chelmsford.
Rep. R alph  C. M a iia r , Orange.
Rep. J ohn  W. V a u g h a n , Belmont.
Rep. T homas T . G r a y , Sprhucfield.
Rep. E a r l  G . C r o c k e tt , Upton.
Rep. P a u l  A. M cC a r t h y , Somerville.
Rep. H a r v e y  A. P o t h ie r , Haverhill.
Rep. P a tric k  J. M cD on o u gh , Boston.
Rep. John  E. F l a h e r t y , Boston.
Rep. R o b e r t  E. M u r p h y , Malden.

By the Governor.
P a u l  W . F o ste r , Chairman, Commission on Administration and Finance. 
Ja m es  T . M o r ia r t y , Commissioner, Department of Labor and Industries. 
W . R ea  L o n g , Commissioner, Department of State Aid and Pensions. 
Miss A d e l a id e  L. F itzg e r a l d , Secretary, American Legion Auxiliary. 
Hon. Jacob  J. K a pla n , Boston.
Prof. Jam es  W . C u llito n , Boston.
Roy F. W ill ia m s , Boston.

P a u l  C . R y a n , Boston, Secretary.





Cfie Commontoealtft of Massachusetts

RESOLVE OF AUTHORIZATION.

C h a p t e r  71, R e s o l v e s  op 1943.

R eso lve  pro vid in g  for  a  Su r v e y  and  Stu d y  by  a n  U n paid  Special  
C om m ission , to  be  k n o w n  as  th e  P ost-W ar  R eh a b ilitatio n  
C om m ission , of P ost-W a r  P roblem s  of th e  C om m onw ealth  
r e la t iv e  to E conomic and  Oth e r  C o n d itio n s .

Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to be known as the 
Post-War Rehabilitation Commission, consisting of five members of the 
senate to be designated by the president thereof, thirteen members of 
the house of representatives to be designated by the speaker thereof, and 
seven persons to be appointed by the governor, with the advice and con
sent of the council, is hereby established for the purpose of making a 
survey and study of such problems relative to economic and other condi
tions as, in the opinion of said commission, will have to be met by the 
commonwealth upon the termination of the present war. Said commis
sion shall make a study of the economic resources within the confines of 
the commonwealth, including agriculture, industry, housing and urban 
redevelopment and man-power, with a view to providing for a minimum 
of unemployment and a maximum of opportunity for work for persons 
now in the armed forces of the United States who, at the time of their 
demobilization, wall be seeking employment, as well as for persons now 
engaged in a civilian capacity in war work who may be unemployed at 
the time w'hen industry will be converted from a wartime producing pro
gram to a peacetime producing program. Said commission shall also 
studv measures for the assistance of veterans of the present world war 
and previous wars and military expeditions in v'hich the United States 
has been engaged, and shall study post-war problems with reference to 
veterans’ bonus and veterans’ legislation. Said commission, in making 
its study hereunder, shall also consider the subject matter of so much of 
current senate document number one as refers on pages five and six 
thereof to the above-mentioned matters, of current senate documents, 
numbers forty-one and one hundred and seventy-five, of current house 
documents, numbers one hundred and ninety-four, two hundred and 
sixtv-five, four hundred and eighty-one, six hundred and ninety-nine, 
eight hundred and forty-four, eight hundred and forty-five, eight hun-
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dred and forty-six, eight hundred and forty-seven, eight hundred and 
forty-eight, eight hundred and forty-nine, eleven hundred and sixty- 
three, eleven hundred and sixty-seven, eleven hundred and seventy and 
eleven hundred and seventy-one. Said commission shall be provided 
with quarters in the state house or elsewhere, and may expend for neces
sary assistance and expenses such sums, not exceeding, in the aggregate, 
twenty-five thousand dollars, as may hereafter he appropriated therefor. 
The commission, shall report to the general court the results of its survey 
and study and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legis
lation necessary to carry its recommendations into effect, by filing one 
or more reports with the clerk of the house of representatives at such 
time or times as the commission may elect; provided, that the commis
sion shall file a report not later than the first Wednesday of November 
in' the "year nineteen hundred and forty-four.
■ '.-¡a ;.,r 7 ¡ - • "  ‘ Approved June 12, 1943.
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Cije Commontocalti) of ^assacinisetts

PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE POST-WAR 
REHABILITATION COMMISSION.

O r g a n iza t io n .

In pursuance of said chapter 71, Resolves of 1943, the 
Commission met and organized on October 11, 1943. Hon. 
Joseph F. Francis of Fairhaven was elected chairman and 
Hon. Frederick B. Willis of Saugus was elected vice-chair- 

iman. Paul C. Ryan of Boston was named secretary.
At this organization meeting the Commission voted to 

appoint a subcommittee to recommend a program of pro
cedure to be followed by the Commission in order to com
plete expeditiously, within the time limit allocated under 
said resolve, the task assigned under the mandate of the 
Legislature.

P ost-W ar  C om m ission s .

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, through its elective 
and appointive officials, is alert to the vital necessity of hav
ing available and in proper working order an adequate pro
gram to meet conditions immediately after and even before 
the termination of the present war.

During the 1943 session of the Legislature 30 acts and six 
resolves were passed protecting the rights of men and women 
in service.

At the present time six agencies are at work on plans to 
meet necessary adjustments resulting from the war. These 
agencies include:

1. The Committee on Post-War Readjustment, appointed 
by His Excellency, Governor Leverett Saltonstall, to stimu
late private enterprise to be prepared for the problems of 
conversion.
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2. The Emergency Public Works Commission, which the 
Legislature assigned the task of preparing plans for public 
works projects.

3. The Post-War Highway Recess Commission, which is 
studying a program of highway construction.

4. The Metropolitan Rapid Transit Recess Commission, 
which is investigating rapid transit facilities in the Boston 
Metropolitan Area.

5. The Veterans Rehabilitation and Re-employment Com
mittee, created by His Excellency the Governor, with local 
admeory con mittees in municipalities throughout the Com
monwealth, to co-ordinate the various veterans’ services.

And, of course, this Commission which has been given the 
studies set forth in the text of the resolve.

V e t e r a n s .
Inasmuch as a portion of the said resolve charged the 

Commission to carry on investigations “ with a view to pro
viding for a minimum of unemployment and a maximum of 
opportunity for work for persons now in the armed forces 
of the United States, who at the time of their demobiliza
tion will be seeking employment,” and inasmuch as large 
numbers of citizens of Massachusetts who had been serving 
in the armed forces already are returning home, it is the 
opinion of the Commission that the problem of post-war 
reb abilitation is already upon us.

"therefore the Commission at the outset voted to deter
mine the current problem of returning members of the armed 
forces; the extent of the problem; and whether the situa
tion required an immediate report by this Commission with 
recommendations for legislation.

V ith approximately 200 men being discharged from thb 
sen ice each day for such reasons as over-age, physical dis- 
abilities or service-connected injuries, the Commission at
tempted to ascertain the needs of these men. As the first 
step, two widely advertised public hearings were held No
vember 15 and November 22, 1943. The Commission alsp 
held several conferences with army and other officials.

1\
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I he Commission finds as a fact that veterans honorably 
discharged at tl is time and for some time in the future are 
in need of four things in the order listed, namely:

1. Information
2. Advice
3. Jobs
4. Financial Assistance

The Commission also finds that the restoration of a former 
member of our armed forces to his or her proper place in 
the community will, in the final analysis, be a responsibility 
of each community. The argument was presented to the 
Commission that a local Draft Board in the first instance 
removed a man from his community, and therefore a local 
board or committee should, upon demobilization, restore 
him to his proper position in that community.

On December 15, 1943, His Excellency the Governor, 
following a study of all existing plans in the United States 
and Canada, established what now is known as the Veterans 
Rehabilitation and Re-employment Plan. This plan pro
vided for a committee of state department heads and for 
local advisory committees working in co-ordination and co
operation with existing federal agencies.

This plan now is in operation. This Commission, follow
ing an examination of the plan, voted December 20, 1943, 
to endorse this program pending action by the Legislature 
on the Commission’s own final report.

However, it was recommended that in every city or town 
adopting the plan a permanent full-time employee or agent, 
to be known as a “ Veterans Rehabilitation and Re-employ
ment Officer,” should be designated to work with and to be 
a part of the local advisory committee. In towns that have 
no such full-time employee, this officer should be a member 
of the board of selectmen.

The operation of this plan will be watched closely by the 
Commission as it continues its studies, in order that the 
Commission may make definite recommendations in a final 
report as to whether this plan should be made permanent 
by statute or whether another plan should be adopted.
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R est  H o m es .

An examination of the data obtained by the Commission 
to date would appear to indicate a need for the establish
ment of rehabilitation centers or rest homes for honorably 
discharged members of the service who, suffering from a 
mild nervous disorder, should respond to proper rest and 
treatment.

The question to be determined is whether the federal 
government will make provision for such establishments. 
A representation from this Commission was instrumental 
in filing a petition for enactment of legislation by Congress. 
Hearings will be held in Washington on this petition, at 
which time the Commission will be recorded in favor of the 
program. In the event that Congress fails to enact legis
lation on this préposai, the Commission will have a definite 
recommendation to make in its final report.

H o sp it a l iza t io n .

A study of mental hospital facilities in this Common
wealth resulted in a recommendation by this Commission 
to Brigadier General Frank T. Hines, veterans’ adminis
trator and chairman of the Federal Board of Hospitaliza
tion, for the construction of additional bed space at the 
Bedford and Northampton government hospitals. The Bed
ford hospital, with 1,500 beds, and the Northampton hos
pital, with 850, now have their full quotas. All men occupy
ing these beds come from the New England States.

Figures in the possession of the Commission indicate there 
are approximately 500 veterans of World War I currently 
in public hospitals for the mentally ill in this State. Thus 
far, the Commonwealth has admitted to its institutions 256 
veterans of World War II, who have been discharged from 
the military service. In addition to the above figure 160 
soldiers of World War II also have been admitted to state 
institutions while they are still actually in the military serv
ice, under a special contract authorized in chapter 481 of 
the Acts of 1941.

Recommendations have been made to the Emergency
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Pul lie Works Commission by the Department of Mental 
tealth, Dr. Clifton T. Perkins, Commissioner, for additional 
bed space in our mental institutions to care for civilian 
needs. Pending appropriations by the Legislature, the 
Emergency Ful lie M erks Commission has approved plans 
for 1,782 additional beds for mental institutions, the Com
mission has been informed.

The Commission has been assured by the Department of 
Mental Health that no mentally ill veteran will be without 
proper hospitalization. The Commission fully appreciates 
the seriousness of this problem, and will, at a later date, 
make a definite recommendation. This was determined for 
the present, pending definite action by the Federal Board of 
Hospitalization.

It is the firm belief, however, of the Commission, that 
hospital conditions will get worse long 1 efore they are im
proved, and therefore it is our conclusion that a 100-1 ed 
additional wing be constructed at the Soldiers’ Home, Chel
sea, as soon as feasil le.

The Commission has endorsed a resolution in favor of a 
Woman's Hospital in Massachusetts for the care of ex- 
service women. This resolution, adopted by the Massa
chusetts Department, Executive Committee of the American 
Legion Auxiliary, read:

Whereas, More than fifteen thousand women from the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts are serving in the various branches of the United States 
Armed Forces; and

Whereas, Many of these patriotic women shall be returning to their 
homes in need of hospitalization, rest and medical attention ; be it

Resolved, That the Department of Massachusetts, American Legion 
Auxiliary, in Executive Meeting, urge the establishment of a 300-500- 
bed Woman’s Hospital, to be located in Massachusetts, for the benefit 
of our returning ex-service women.

It was voted to inform the Massachusetts delegation in 
Congress of this action by the Commission.

V o catio n al  T r a in in g .

Many young men and women now in the service of our 
country were in high school or college when the call came. 
In what number they may be expected to resume formal
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education after the war is problematical. There is no way 
of telling at present. Legislation now is pending in Congress, 
upon recommendation of President Roosevelt, as follows:

1. The Federal Government should make it financially feasible for 
every man and woman who has served honorably for a minimum period 
in the armed forces since September 16, 1940, to spend a period up to 
one calendar year in a school, a college, a technical institution or in actual 
training in industry, so that he can further his education, learn a trade 
or acquire the necessary knowledge and skill for farming, commerce, 
manufacturing or other pursuits.

2. In addition, the Federal Government should make it financially 
possible for a limited number of ex-service men and women selected for 
their special aptitudes to carry on their general, technical or professional 
education for a further period of one, two, or three years.

The Commonwealth, by legislative act, now has a system 
of vocational training in readiness for the disabled veteran. 
The Commission has been informed that ten veterans have 
thus far taken advantage of the State’s fifty-one vocational 
training schools now available for the disabled of the present 
war.

In this connection the Commission submits a report from 
Mr. Norcross Stratton, Director of the Division of Voca
tional Education, Department of Education, on the service 
which the vocational schools might render to returning serv
ice men. The report read:
1. Disabled veterans referred to vocational schools by the Veterans’

Bureau.

These service men will be given instruction in the vocational schools 
on an individual basis or in groups if the numbers warrant it, tuition 
to be paid by the Veterans’ Bureau under a contract between the local 
schools and the Veterans’ Bureau.

2. Disabled service men referred to the vocational schools by the Re
habilitation Section of the Department of Education.

These veterans would receive training in vocational schools just as 
the group in (1) above. The expense for training shared by the local 
community and the State, under the provisions of chapter 174, plus 
Federal Funds for extra teachers if the program requires such.

3. Non-disabled service men.
Non-disabled service men could be given training in the vocational 

schools under the provisions of chapter 174, the local towns and cities
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and the State sharing in the expense. Federal Funds available for 
salaries of additional instructors if needed.

If groups desiring the same type of training in the same locality 
present themselves, we could furnish training under the War Produc
tion Training program while it lasts, and all the expense for this type 
of training would be borne by the Federal Government.

If the bill now before Congress, 1509, is passed, vocational schools 
can be used for training under the provisions of that bill, which pro
vides for both tuition and the compensation.

The necessity for a vocational training program was em
phasized at public hearings conducted by the Commission. 
Before making a recommendation on this phase of its study, 
however, the Commission will await federal action in order 
that there may be co-ordination of any contemplated state 
legislation with federal statutes.

While there are many other subjects dealing with post
war adjustments to be studied, the Commission voted to 
file this informative report of progress at this time.

The Commission desires to acknowledge with deep appre
ciation the valuable co-operation and assistance provided by 
departments of the United States government and the Com
monwealth in connection with the work accomplished to 
date.

C o n clu sio n .

Respectfully submitted,

JOSEPH F. FRANCIS
Chairman.

ADELAIDE L. FITZGERALD. 
JAMES W. CULLITON.
JOHN H. VALENTINE.FREDERICK B. WILLIS,

Vice-C hair man. RALPH C. MAHAR. 
THOMAS T. GRAY. 
PAUL W. FOSTER. 
W. REA LONG.

NEWLAND PI. HOLMES 
CORNELIUS F. HALEY. 
EARL G. CROCKETT. 
JOSEPH A. MILANO. 
JAMES T. MORIARTY.

JACOB J. KAPLAN. 
ROY F. WILLIAMS.
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MINORITY REPORT.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has never been 
faced with a more far-reaching problem involving the future 
welfare of its citizens than the “ War Adjustment” period 
that will develop during the months of 1944.

Preparation, with adequate forces, materials and supplies, 
is one of the keynotes of every military success. Courage 
to face the task ahead is still another keynote. They go 
hand in hand.

Massachusetts, with the aid of the United States govern
ment, managed to come through the years of the depression, 
but the scars of that conflict will never be forgotten by any 
one who came in contact with it. The depression was of 
such catastrophic scope that its full effect was not felt until 
it had .been upon us for some time.

Today, we know what we face. Properly handled, with 
the tremendous resources of this great Commonwealth at 
the command of its chosen leaders, the post-war period 
should again establish another record of achievement for 
Massachusetts.

There are many problems to be solved that will take many 
hours of work by public officials great and small if we are 
to avoid a repetition of months of unemployment.

These problems involve that of the returning service men 
and women; the men and women in defense industries 
waiting for the period of readjustment; large and small 
business returning to peace-time work as war contracts 
are terminated.

To allow the federal government to act on each and every 
one of these problems is one solution, but it is not the solu
tion that the citizens of Massachusetts expect from its 
duly-elected representatives. Federal aid, in co-operation
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with state aid, in many forms, will be forthcoming, but in 
the main the problem or problems must be solved by Mas
sachusetts.

1. V e t e r a n s .

As this report is filed, according to information furnished 
the Commission, there are approximately 200 men being 
discharged from our armed forces each day and returning 
to their homes in Massachusetts. Some of these men have 
had combat duty, but the majority are discharged for other 
reasons, such as nervous disorders, over-age or being unable 
to meet the army service requirements. This is only the 
beginning of this phase.

Ihese men, in most cases following a brief period of orien
tation, will again become worth-while members of their re
spective communities.

This same problem applies to the defense worker as time 
marches oh and a period of forced unemployment arises 
while this man or woman waits for a local industry to return 
to peace-time production.

During the 1943 session of the General Court there were 
enacted thirty-two statutes or amendments to statutes to 
aid veterans of the present war. This was a commendable 
start, but as in the case of World War I, the problem of the 
veteran is not of this minute, but will be a continuing process 
for years to come. The problem is first a responsibility of 
the State, and secondly, and perhaps more intimately, the 
problem of each local community.

We have a situation whereby a draft board in every com
munity has ordered the induction of eligible men into the 
armed service or compelled them, within certain age limits 
and occupations, to take positions in war industries. It 
logically follows, upon termination of such services, that a 
local board should then render every assistance at the com
mand of the State and community to return that man to 
his rightful place in said community.

Therefore your Commission recommends that there be 
established in every municipality in the Commonwealth of 
more than 5,000 population, a bureau to be known as the
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“ (name of city or town) Veteran’s Center” , to consist of a 
salaried director to be appointed by the mayor in cities and 
the board of selectmen in towns. Said director shall engage 
the services of such clerical and field personnel, drawn from 
the civil service list, as is deemed necessary. In towns of 
less than 5,000 population there shall be established by the 
county commissioners of the county in which said towns are 
located a district “ Veteran’s Center.”  Said commissioners 
shall appoint to said “ Veteran’s Center” a salaried director. 
The director shall appoint such clerical and field personnel 
drawn from the civil service list as is deemed necessary.

Compensation to be paid such directors and such clerical 
and field personnel shall be determined by the municipality 
in the case of cities; by the board of selectmen in towns of 
more than 5,000 population; by the county commissioners 
in district centers of two or more towns whose population 
is less than 5,000 in each town.

Creation of such bureaus will be a step toward the neces
sary co-ordination and co-operation of federal, state and 
local agencies.

Said Veteran’s Centers shall be under the direction of the 
Department of Administration and Finance. They shall be 
physically located separate and independent of, and apart 
from, any public or private agency, board, bureau, social 
agency or society.

Such bureaus shall establish an unpaid advisory board 
consisting of a member of the medical profession, an indus
trialist, a representative from the ranks of labor, a veteran 
of World War I or World War II, a member of the clergy, 
the local commissioner of Veterans Aid and Pensions, the 
superintendent of a municipal hospital (in the case of cities 
where one exists, or a private hospital where a municipal 
hospital does not exist), the superintendent or a responsible 
official of the nearest state hospital, the superintendent of 
the school department, the director of a trade school where 
one exists, and the municipal director of Public Health.

Bureaus in towns of over 5,000 in population, in establish
ing advisory boards, shall follow in so far as it is possible the 
same pattern as that which shall be followed by municipali
ties.
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District bureaus consisting of two or more towns of less 
than 5,000 in population shall follow the same pattern in 
establishing advisory boards, in so far as they are able, as 
that which shall be followed by municipalities.

By the establishment of such local bureaus the returning 
veteran or the unemployed civilian worker will find needed 
sources of information, advice, employment and assistance, 
as it shall be the duty of the local bureaus to co-ordinate all 
agencies to the fullest possible extent.

It shall be the duty of the local bureau to acquire copies 
and have on hand all current booklets and printed matter 
pertaining to the statutory rights of veterans as prescribed 
under state and federal laws.

The bureaus shall work in co-operation with the Commis
sioner of Mental Health on veterans’ problems, and may 
call at any time upon any state department, board, division 
or commission for assistance in connection with its duties.

The bureaus shall work in close co-ordination with exist
ing federal agencies set up for the aid of veterans or war 
workers. It shall be the duty of local bureaus to enlist the 
support of hospitals in their communities for the establish
ment of veterans’ centers.

The Commission feels, because of information it has been 
able to gather through testimony made before it by heads 
of veterans’ organizations and departmental directors of 
the state government, that the Commonwealth should forth
with embark on a building program to enlarge domiciliary 
hospital facilities. The Soldiers’ Home in Chelsea is pres
ently crowded to the doors. Very recently the Commission 
learned from a responsible head of the American Legion 
that a World War I veteran in dire need of hospitalization 
could not gain admittance to the Soldiers’ Home in Chelsea 
because of crowded conditions there. It is the firm belief 
of the Commission that conditions will get worse long before 
they are improved — and a studied conclusion has been 
reached that a 200-bed wing be added to that institution 
at once.

Because the Commission also anticipates the day when 
the Soldiers’ Home in Chelsea will be utterly inadequate to 
cope with the domiciliary hospitalization problem, and be
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cause the need for such facilities will be far greater at the 
conclusion of the present conflagration than was so follow
ing World War I, the Commission is firm in the conviction 
that a 500-bed institution should be erected on a site near 
the central part- of the Commonwealth, and steps be launched 
now for its erection.

The Commission presently has before it for study several 
bills calling for the payment of a so-called soldiers’ bonus; 
The amounts stipulated in the several bills vary from $1 
to $500 in outright cash payments.

It is a well-remembered fact that the Commonwealth 
made an outright gratuity of $100 to her sons and daughters 
who served in World War I, and it is the opinion of thé 
Commission that the people not only desire that those serv
ing in this conflagration shall be similarly rewarded, but 
expect that the amount will be greater than was the case in 
1919.

Federal legislation has alréady been enacted which pro
vides for a mustering-out payment to veterans of this war. 
Other States in the Union have already adopted bonus pay
ments, including the neighboring States of New Hampshire 
and Vermont.

The Commission believes that the majority of those now 
being discharged from the armed forces are in urgent need 
of the encouragement which would come from a realization 
that the Commonwealth of Massachusetts is and will be 
forever grateful to them for their contribution to the ulti
mate defeat of the enemies of democracy. The Commission 
therefore recommends that legislation be enacted now for 
the payment of $300 to every Massachusetts man and woman 
who has been, or will in the future be, honorably discharged 
from the armed services of the United States.

2. I n d u s t r y .

Massachusetts is one of the outstanding manufacturing 
States in the Union, and its record of war production is one 
that every citizen can take pride in.

However, as the Post-War Readjustment Period sets in 
we must be prepared to aid industry in every possible way
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in order that the time-lag from war production to peace 
production shall be short or eliminated entirely. War con
tracts are terminating now and will continue to terminate. 
Pressure must be brought to bear by a committee of the 
General Court, designated by the President of the Senate 
and Speaker of the House of Representatives, to prevail 
upon the government of the United States to release raw 
materials as speedily as possible in order to provide for the 
resumption of civilian production, and contribute to the 
hopefully anticipated building program in this Common
wealth following the war.

The Commission recommends that the Legislature should 
memorialize Congress at the earliest moment to protect and 
preserve the natural resources of the nation, to the end that 
there shall be a sufficiently available quantity of materials 
for post-war needs.

Another factor which should be taken into account in 
any study of post-war employment for our citizens is the 
danger that other States with vast idle war plants may offer 
these facilities to Massachusetts manufacturers under such 
attractive guise that a loss to this Commonwealth might 
result. It is recommended that the Massachusetts Industrial 
and Development Commission be empowered to make a 
complete survey of all manufacturing facilities in this Com
monwealth, and report in what manner the Commonwealth 
may best aid in the conversion of our industries from war
time to peace-time production.

3. C o n clu sio n .

While this report is preliminary in form, the Commission 
recognizes that a session of the General Court should be 
called forthwith to enact into law a program of present and 
post-war readjustment. The time to act is now.

Once convened the Legislature may call for preliminary 
reports from such groups as the Emergency Public Works 
Commission, the Special Recess Commission on Post-High
way Problems ; from the State Planning Board and the State 
Housing Authority.

As a result of such reports the General Court will have



sufficient information to warrant the start of a legislative 
program of action.

It is our firm belief that Massachusetts, within the next 
six months, must be ready to handle adequately the prob
lem of the veteran and the unemployed war worker.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN E. FLAHERTY. 
p a u l  a . M cCa r t h y . 
ROBERT F. MURPHY. 
HARVEY A. POTHIER. 
WILLIAM P. GRANT. 
ROBERT L. LEE.
Pa t r i c k  j . M cDo n o u g h .
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