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ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT JARVIS HUNT TO THE
MASSACHUSETTS SENATE AT THE OPEN-
ING OF THE 1943 SESSION, WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 6.

Fellow Senators:
As I assume the chair at the start of this our first full

session since our country was forced into this war by the
aggressor nations, I am conscious of a deep feeling of grat-
itude to you, my colleagues, who desire me to continue
as the Senate’s presiding officer. I am also conscious of
the deep sense of the responsibility that rests upon all of
us as members of the Massachusetts Senate and upon me
as your President.

Nearly a year ago, the Senate, then called into special
session by His Excellency the Governor, for the purpose
of enacting emergency legislation to promote greater
safety and security for our people in that crisis, brought
honor upon itself and gained the respect of the citizens
of this Commonwealth by the promptness and the effi-
ciency with which it acted. The Senate then gave an
emphatic answer to the charge of the dictators that a
democracy is not geared to act in an emergency.

As we begin our biennial session, the emergency con-
tinues, although the need for speedy action is not so
acute. The need for prompt decisive action remains,
however. Our citizens demand that all work, including
legislation, be done promptly yet carefully. We must
always remember, however, that our fight is to maintain
our democratic form of government and to make it
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possible for other nations to enjoy the same benefits. In
our zeal to preserve democracy, we must not cast aside
the democratic processes of our form of government.
The same careful study and open discussion that has made
the Massachusetts General Court the greatest delibera-
tive body in the world must surround each piece of legis-
lation. Yet, as the special session proved, a democracy
can act promptly and decisively. This Senate will do its
work. It will do it carefully and according to our tradi-
tions and principles of democracy. Yet, it will do it
promptly.

There is important work to be done. Unusual demands
will be made upon Massachusetts and her citizens due
to the war emergency. In preparation for these demands,
we must see to it that our own affairs are in good order.
Loss of revenue from many usual sources will force us to
the strictest husbandry in carrying on our government.
It may even entail the finding of additional sources of
revenue and perhaps impose an added burden upon some
of our present sources. In time of war, all our resources
are expendable. To make them available for this purpose,
we must conserve them on the home front. Yet, we must
not forget our duty to the aged, the mentally ill, and those
other unfortunates whose care our Commonwealth has
assumed. Their situations must be studied carefully so
that the rationing of the necessities of life and the rise in
living expenses do not work an undue hardship upon them.
We must also see that our state and local employees are
protected against rising costs and that our essential state
services are protected against the lure and competition
of jobs which are now temporarily giving a higher return
in wages. These problems require the most careful study
and discussion.

The recent terrible disaster which cost us so many
lives warns us that our laws must be carefully scrutinized
to determine whether they afford adequate protection
to our citizens. The enforcement of these laws is not a
legislative function. This must be left to local adminis-
trative officials and to public opinion. The adequacy of
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the protection given by these laws is, however, a legislative
function and we must, in this session, give careful con-
sideration to this grave problem.

All local needs must be overshadowed, however, by
our primary and most important function to do every-
thing possible to bring the war to a speedy and successful
conclusion. This is of course largely the function of the
federal government and our armed forces. They must
and will have every ounce of co-operation from Massa-
chusetts. Massachusetts will co-operate to the last man,
the last dollar, the last morsel of food, and the last drop
of oil or gasoline. Yet the federal government must
realize that while Massachusetts is co-operating, it is not
yielding any of its powers as a state of these United States.
The federal government must remember that its powers
are derived from the states, granted by the Constitution,
and the powers not so expressly granted still remain in
the states. Massachusetts has not and will not yield any
of these powers. Massachusetts will co-operate and co-
operate fully with her sister states and the federal govern-
ment. In return, however, it expects and should receive
similar co-operation. It must be fairly treated in regard
to those necessities of life and commodities it lacks.

Many of the Senators who served with me and with
many of you in the last session are now serving in the
armed forces and some of the Senators elected to serve
in this session are not here today because they are serving
our country in this great struggle. Their risks are great;
their sacrifices are great. We who remain at home to
carry on the business of government can do no less than
show the same devotion to our country and the same spirit
of self-sacrifice in so far as our own personal affairs and
fortunes are concerned. Our business is government.
Our purpose is the winning of the war. We will carry on
our business. We will achieve our purpose. With God’s
help, with the traditions and precepts of the men who
have sat in this chamber in times past to guide us, Mas-
sachusetts will do her share. We cannot fail'




