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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO THE
DREDGING OF A CHANNEL OR CHAN-
NELS LEADING FROM EAST BOSTON
TO THE MAIN CHANNEL OF BOSTON
HARBOR.

100 Nashua Street, Boston, November 24, 1942.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 6 of the
Resolves of 1941, the Department of Public Works pre-
sents herewith its report upon its investigation relative
to the dredging of a channel or channels leading from
East Boston to the Main Channel of Boston Harbor.

Chapter 6 of the Resolves of 1941 is as follows:

C6e Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts

Resolve providing foe an Investigation by the Department
of Public Works relative to the Dredging of a Channel
or Channels Leading from East Boston to the Main Chan-
nel of Boston Harbor.

Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby authorized
and directed to investigate the advisability and expediency of dredg-
ing a channel or channels leading from the waters adjacent to the East
Boston Yacht Club and the Orient Heights Yacht Club in East Boston
to the main channel of Boston harbor, as set forth in current house
documents numbered two hundred and five and two hundred and six.
Said department shall report to the general court the results of its
investigation, and its recommendations, if any, together with esti-
mates of cost and drafts of legislation necessary to carry said recom-
mendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the senate
as soon as may be. Approved March 14, 1,941.
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House Document No. 205 was the petition of Thomas
E. Barry that the Department of Public Works be au-
thorized to dredge a channel from the Main Channel of
Boston Harbor to the wharf of the East Boston Yacht
Club. House Document No. 206 was the petition of
Thomas E. Barry that the Department of Public Works
be authorized to dredge a channel leading from the Orient
Heights Yacht Club in East Boston to the Main Chan-
nel in Boston Harbor.

No appropriation was made for the expense of carry-
ing out this resolve and no expense was incurred.

The Orient Heights Yacht Club, the East Boston Yacht
Club and the Breakers Yacht Club are in that section of
East Boston known as Orient Heights, and are tenants
of the Boston Port Development Company, the owner of
all the lands and flats in this area. In 1909 the Harbor
and Land Commission dredged a channel from the Belle
Isle Inlet to the Orient Heights Yacht Club 2,700 feet
long and 30 feet wide, with a depth of 5 feet at mean
low water.

In 1915-16 a considerable portion of the channel was
redredged. In 1919 and 1921 a large expenditure was
made in redredging a portion of the channel and a turn-
ing basin, and extending a channel in a westerly direction
toward the West Brook Yacht Club. Approximately
$45,000 has been spent on this improvement without any
contribution from the clubs or others at interest.

At the present time the channel has badly shoaled and
it would appear there was very little water in most of
it. The flats surrounding it are entirely dry at low tide,
and the soft material washes off and fills the channel so
that it cannot last for many years. From a survey that
was made in 1930 it has been estimated that the cost of
restoring the Main Channel and basin to the Orient
Heights Yacht Club would be $25,000. To restore the
channel westerly as previously dredged would cost $20,000,
and the further extension across the flats to the Breakers
Yacht Club and then to the East Boston Yacht Club
would probably cost $17,000, making a total cost of the
proposed project of $62,000.
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It is possible to dredge a channel from the Breakers
Yacht Club past the East Boston Yacht Club directly
to the Belle Isle Inlet as a separate channel from the one
leading to the Orient Heights Yacht Club, but this chan-
nel would be longer than the connection with the Orient
Heights Yacht Club, and would pass through flats which
have never been dredged before, so that it would prob-
ably be more expensive than the lay-out as first sug-
gested.

Nearly the whole improvement is on the flats claimed
to be owned by the Boston Port Development Company,
and are within the area of the parkway authorized under
chapter 422, Acts of 1931, which authorized the city of
Boston to lay out a parkway from Wood Island Park to
Orient Heights. When any extensive development is car-
ried out at the Commonwealth Airport a good deal of
soft material would be stirred up, and, according to the
claims of those at interest in this improvement, this would
tend to shoal the yacht club channels so that it is doubt-
ful they would remain usable very long.

Moreover, it is practically impossible to get a dredgr
at the present time, due to war work.

Under the circumstances the Department is of the
opinion that it is neither advisable nor expedient to carry
out this improvement at the present time.

Respectfully submitted,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.

HERMAN A. MacDONALD
Commissioner.

GEORGE W. SCHRYVER
CHARLES E. FURNANS,

Associate Commissioners.

RICHARD K. PIALE,
Director, Division of Waterways




