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To accompany the petition of Joseph F. Francis for legislation to
revise the method of apportioning the cost of maintenance of county
tuberculosis hospitals and preventoria. Counties.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act revising the method of apportioning the

COST OF MAINTENANCE OF COUNTY TUBERCULOSIS HOS-

PITALS AND PREVENTORIA.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section eighty-five of chapter one hundred and
2 eleven of the General Laws, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary Edition, is hereby amended by striking
4 out the second sentence and inserting in place thereof
5 the following sentence, so as to read as follows: -
6 Section 85. The county shall provide for the care,
7 maintenance and repair of said hospital, which shall,
8 for the purposes of this section and section eighty-
-9 five A, include the care, maintenance and repair of

10 any preventorium erected by said county in accord-
-11 ance with section eighty-five B and also the cost of
12 its construction and original equipment except when
13 the cost of its construction, original equipment, care,
14 maintenance or repair is provided under said section
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15 eighty-five B to be paid from appropriations, and
16 shall for said purposes include the establishment and
17 maintenance of out-patient departments and the fur-
-18 nishing of supplementary diagnostic service under
19 section eighty-five C. The county commissioners
20 shall annually in January apportion the cost thereof,
21 including interest paid or due on temporary notes
22 issued therefor, and including also all interest or other
23 expenses pertaining to the construction, equipment
24 or permanent upkeep of the institution, for the pre-
-25 vious year to the cities and towns liable. Said appor-
-26 tionment shall be based upon the total cost to the
27 county for the preceding year of care, maintenance,
28 repairs and all interest or other expenses pertaining
29 to the construction, equipment or permanent upkeep
30 of the said hospital, including interest paid or due on
31 temporary notes issued therefor, divided by the total
32 number of days’ treatment furnished by the said hos-
-33 pital and multiplied by the number of days’ treat-
-34 ment actually rendered to patients from the several
35 cities and towns within the county, and shall issue
36 their warrant against the several cities and towns for
37 the several amounts computed to be due under this
38 formula for assessment, to pay therefor. The county
39 may, thirty days after a written demand for payment,
40 recover in contract against any town liable to pay
41 any part of the cqst of construction, maintenance or
42 repair of said hospital the amount for which it may
43 be liable. County commissioners of counties whose
44 patients are cared for by contract under section
45 seventy-nine may raise and expend the sums neces-
-46 sary to carry out the provisions thereof, and may
47 borrow the same on the credit of the county, and
48 issue therefor notes of the county, payable, in not
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49 more than eighteen months from their respective
50 dates of issue, from the reimbursements received from
51 the said towns. They shall annually in January de-
-52 termine the total amount already expended by or due
53 from the county under such contracts during the
54 previous year, and shall apportion the same to and
55 may collect the same from the several towns liable,
56 in like manner as the cost of construction and equip-
-57 ment of hospitals is apportioned under section eighty-
-58 three, and the same shall be applied to the payment
59 of the temporary debt incurred by said counties.




