
SENATE . . . . No. 151
To accompany the petition of Eugene H. Giroux that citizens eight-

een years of age be allowed to vote and that citizens under twenty-
one years of age be prohibited from holding elective public office.
Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three,

An Act to provide that citizens eighteen years of
AGE OR OLDER MAY VOTE, AND THAT NO CITIZEN UNDER
TWENTY-ONE YEARS OF AGE SHALL BE ELIGIBLE TO

HOLD ANY PUBLIC OFFICE IN THE COMMUNITY OR ANY

POLITICAL SUBDIVISION THEREOF.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter fifty-one of the
2 General Laws, as amended by chapter two hundred
3 and six of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
-4 two, is hereby further amended by striking out in the
5 first line the word “twenty-one”, and inserting
6 in place thereof the word: eighteen, so that the
7 first sentence of said section will read as follows;
8 Section 1. Every citizen eighteen years of age or
9 older, not being a pauper or person under guardian-

-10 ship and not being temporarily or permanently dis-
-11 qualified by law because of corrupt practices in respect
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12 to elections, who can read the constitution of the
13 commonwealth in English and write his name, and
14 who has resided in the commonwealth one year and
15 in the city or town where he claims a right to vote
16 six months last preceding a state, city or town election,
17 and who has complied with the requirements of this
18 chapter, may have his name entered on the list of
19 voters in such city or town, and may vote therein in
20 any such election or, except in so far as restricted in
21 any town in which a representative town meeting
22 form of government has been established, in any
23 meeting held for the transaction of town affairs.

1 Section 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of
2 section one of chapter fifty-one of the General Laws,
3 no person under twenty-one years of age shall be
4 eligible to be a candidate for, or be elected to, or hold
5 any public office in the commonwealth or any political
6 subdivision thereof.


