
SENATE . . . . No. 189

To accompany the petition of George F. Murphy for establishment
of a Port of Boston reconstruction commission and defining its powers
and duties. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act creating a port of boston reconstruction
COMMISSION AND DEFINING ITS POWERS AND DUTIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Cotert assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There shall be created a port of Boston
2 reconstruction commission of members,
3 to be appointed by the governor with the consent of
4 council. Said commission shall act in concurrence
5 with a legislative committee of from the
6 house of representatives and from the hon-
7 orable senate. The appointments shall be completed
8 within thirty days after th
9 The membership of the

passage of this act.
port commission shall hx-
jneer, a state engineer, a10 elude a United States en

11 city of Boston engineer, and such other qualified and
12 certified engineers and experts as may be deemed ad-
-13 visablc by the selecting committee. In no case shall
14 this latter group be selected from outside the com-
-15 monwealth.
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1 Section 2. The port commission shall be ap-
-2 pointed to serve for at least five years. The chairman
3 of the port commission shall be selected by the gov-
-4 ernor and council. The vice-chairmen and other
5 officers shall be appointed by the governor, but all
6 these minor officers shall be drawn from civil service
7 lists. All other employees shall be drawn from civil
8 service lists. There shall be no non-competitive
9 appointments.

1 Section 3. The salary of the chairman shall
2 be dollars; the salary of the vice-chairmen
3 shall be dollars; all other salaries shall be
4 according to civil service ratings. Office and budget
5 expenses shall be allowed and provided in the usual
6 manner applied to other state commissions.

1 Section 4. The plan of action shall include the
2 taking over of such unused and tax-burdened prop-
-3 erties as may be readily and quickly acquired, be-
-4 ginning at a selected point in the Big Mystic river,
5 so called, and extending to Quincy, along the Boston
6 water front. It shall also include such other inde-
-7 pendent and soundly financed establishments and
8 properties as shall consent to avail themselves of the
9 proposed improvements. No title to property shall
10 be transferred to the state except as the owners
11 desire.
12 The plan of action shall also include the taking
13 over of water-front flats and properties on the East
14 Boston side of the harbor at a point beginning in
15 Chelsea creek, so called, at the Revere line, and
16 extending to the Winthrop line, and from there to
17 the Revere line on Bennington Street, East Boston.
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18 The plan shall also include all islands in Boston har-
-19 bor considered as available for deep-water landing-
-20 piers, warehouses, packet-piers and other available
21 stations for the use of the United States government,
22 state departments and private enterprises. These
23 islands shall be reconstructed so as to form a parade
24 of temporary or permanent landings on both sides of
25 the harbor from the lower reaches to Castle and
26 Governors islands.

1 Section 5. An estimated cost for construction of
2 quay walls along pierhead lines, new marginal streets
3 and railroad approaches, deepening of channels, en-
-4 larging, connecting or removal of islands, filling of
5 flats and construction of other foundations and sub-
-6 structures where necessary, is set at one hundred
7 million dollars. This sum shall be provided partly
8 by state and city bond issues, partly by federal
9 government grants, and partly by resident enter-

-10 prises occupying the several sites.

1 Section 6. All attending obligations shall be liqui-
-2 dated within twenty-five years after completion of
3 said reconstruction. It is understood herein that all
4 properties taken over temporarily for reconstruction
5 shall be returned to owners upon completion. Super-
-6 structures to fit the needs of owners and occupants
7 shall be built by them from their own resources. It
8 is further understood that all present dock-berths are
9 to be filled in out to the pierhead line, so that there

10 shall be a straightaway quay wall facing the harbor
11 frontage, free from indented docks, piers and land-
-12 ings, except where absolutely necessary to make the
13 facilities for loading and discharging, berthing and
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clearing modernly speedy and at minimum cost in
every item. It is the purpose of this measure to make
Boston the most modern and best port in the world,
and to make further changes unnecessary for genera-
tions to follow.

Section 7. Preliminary preparations and survey;

shall begin thirty days after the passage of this act

Actual construction shall begin not later than Jan
uary first, nineteen hundred and forty-five.


