
[Senate, No. 410. Substituted by amendment (in part), on motion
of Mr. Francis, for House Resolve No. 1404.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act relative to the acknowledgment of written
INSTRUMENTS BY PERSONS SERVING IN OR WITH THE

ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to provide ini-
-3 mediately an opportunity for persons serving in and
4 with the armed forces of the United States in various
5 parts of the world to make valid acknowledgments of
6 written instruments before certain officers of the
7 United States in such forces, therefore it is hereby
8 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
9 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

state of war between the
foreign country, any person
armed forces of the United

1 During the existing
2 United States and any
3 serving in or with the
4 States may acknowledge any instrument, in the
5 manner and form now required by the laws of this
6 commonwealth, before any commissioned officer in the

same, as follows:
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7 active service of the armed forces of the United
8 States with the rank of second lieutenant or higher
9 in the army or marine corps, or ensign or higher in

10 the navy or United States coast guard, wherever such
11 person serving is located. No such instrument shall
12 be rendered invalid by the failure to state therein
13 the place of execution or acknowledgment.
14 No authentication of the officer’s certificate of
15 acknowledgment shall be required but the officer
16 taking the acknowledgment shall indorse thereon or
17 attach thereto a certificate substantially in the
18 following form:

On this the day of ,19 , before
me, , the undersigned officer, personally appeared

known to me (or satisfactorily proven) to be
serving in or with the armed forces of the United States and to be
the person whose name is subscribed to the within instrument
and acknowledged that he executed the same for the pur-
poses therein contained. And the undersigned does further
certify that he is at the date of this certificate a commissioned
officer of the rank stated below and is in the active service of the
armed forces of the United States.

Signature of Officer.

Rank of Officer and Command to
which attached.

19 Instruments so acknowledged outside of the com-
-20 monwealth, if otherwise in accordance with law,
21 shall be received and may be used in evidence, or
22 for any other purpose, in the same manner as if taken
23 before a commissioner of the commonwealth appointed
24 to take depositions in other states.
25 So much of sections sixteen to eighteen, inclusive,
26 of chapter seven hundred and eight of the acts of
27 nineteen hundred and forty-one as is inconsistent
28 herewith is hereby repealed.


