
SENATE .... No. 480

Senate, May 12, 1943.

The committee on Metropolitan Affairs, to whom was
referred the report of the special commission (including
members of the General Court) established (under Chap-
ter 91 of the Resolves of 1941) to make an investigation
relative to the use by additional municipalities of the
Quabbin Reservoir for water supply purposes and rela-
tive to the relation of the city of Boston to and its share
of the expenses of the Metropolitan District Commission
(House, No. 1334), report, in part, the accompanying bill
(Senate, No. 480).

For the committee

J. AUSTIN PECKHAM.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act establishing a maximum rate of payments

TO the metropolitan water district for water

FURNISHED TO TOWNS NOT MEMBERS OF THE WATER

DISTRICT, ESTABLISHING A MAXIMUM ANNUAL AGGRE-

GATE ASSESSMENT AGAINST MEMBERS ON ACCOUNT OF

CAPITAL REQUIREMENTS AND OPTIONALLY ESTABLISH-

ING A MAXIMUM RATE OF ASSESSMENT AGAINST NEW
MEMBERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. In addition to costs of connection paid
2 under the provisions of sections one and four of
3 chapter seven hundred and twenty-seven of the acts
4 of nineteen hundred and forty-one or amendments
5 thereto, payments to the metropolitan district com-
-6 mission for water supplied by a direct connection
7 from the district’s Quabbin reservoir to any town
8 not a member of the district or to any water com-
-9 pany or district which does not furnish a supply of

10 water to a member of the district or to a town eli-
-11 gible for membership shall not exceed forty-five dol-
-12 lars per million gallons; and for water supplied by
13 a connection from any other point on the district’s
14 works to any town not a member of the district and
15 not eligible to membership therein or to any water
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16 company or district which does not furnish a supply
17 of water to a member of the district or to a town
18 eligible for membership, shall not exceed sixty dol-
-19 lars per million gallons, and this price to a town not
20 eligible for membership shall not obligate the district
21 to provide works to facilitate continuity of service or to
22 improve the conditions as to pressure. In addition to
23 costs of connection and premiums paid under the
24 provisions of sections one and four of said chapter
25 seven hundred and twenty-seven or amendments
26 thereto, payments to the metropolitan district com-
-27 mission for water supplied to any town not a mem-
-28 ber of the district but eligible for membership shall
29 not exceed seventy-five dollars per million gallons as
30 a base rate subject to the same variation on account
31 of relative valuation and consumption as would ap-
-32 ply, under the provisions of section twenty-six of
33 chapter ninety-two of the General Laws, upon the
34 admission of such town to membership in the district
35 so that the cost per million gallons furnished in any
36 year to such non-member town shall not exceed fifty
37 dollars plus the product of twenty-five dollars by the
38 ratio of the town’s valuation to the aggregate valua-
-39 tion of all members of the district and by the inverse
40 ratio of the town’s total water consumption to the
41 aggregate consumption of all members in the pre-
-42 ceding year. The aforesaid maximum base price of
43 seventy-five dollars per million gallons for water fur-
-44 nished to a town eligible to membership in the water
45 district is for water furnished under the same condi-
-46 tions as to pressure and otherwise as would be the
47 case if said town were a member of the district. For
48 the purposes of this act, the word “valuation” shall
49 mean the taxable valuation last established by the
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50 general court as a basis of apportionment for state
51 and county taxes, the word “town” shall include
52 city, and the word “eligible,” referring to admission
53 to the water district, shall mean eligible by location
54 under the provisions of chapter ninety-two of the
55 General Laws or made eligible by the provisions of
56 chapter seven hundred and twenty-seven of the acts
57 of nineteen hundred and forty-one, or amendments
58 thereto. Purchase of water from, or payment of a
59 standby charge to, the metropolitan water district does
60 not constitute membership in the district, and for the
61 purposes of this act the words “membership”, “eligi-
-62 bility to membership” and words of like import shall
63 refer only to the membership which is subject to the
64 annual assessments by apportionment, as provided in
65 section twenty-six of chapter ninety-two of the Gen-
-66 eral Laws, following voluntary application by the
67 town and admission by the metropolitan district
68 commission.

1 Section 2. Section twenty-six of chapter ninety-
-2 two of the General Laws, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary Edition, is hereby amended by adding in
4 the first line the following: The state treasurer in
5 determining the annual aggregate assessment to be
6 apportioned to the towns in the metropolitan water
7 district shall include a sum not exceeding two mil-
-8 lion seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars as
9 nearly as may be, for a portion of all of the sinking

10 fund requirements, interest and principal payments
11 on all bonds that have, prior to the passage of this act,
12 been issued for the construction of the metropolitan
13 water system and on all bonds subsequently issued
14 under authorization of chapter three hundred and
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15 seventy-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and
16 twenty-six and chapter three hundred and twenty-one
17 of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-seven, and
18 amendments thereto. Commencing in nineteen hun-
-19 dred and forty-three, and continuing not later than
20 nineteen hundred and sixty-two, as aforesaid, he shall
21 borrow on the credit of the commonwealth sums not
22 in excess of those necessary to meet the additional
23 requirements of such interest and principal pay-
-24 ments; in each instance by issuing refunding bonds
25 of the commonwealth carrying such rates of interest
26 as the state treasurer, with the approval of the gov-
-27 ernor, may fix, and payable serially in such amounts
28 and at such times as the state treasurer with like
29 approval may determine; provided, that the principal
30 payments of each series shall be made annually in
31 amounts as nearly equal as may be; and provided,
32 further, that the obligation last payable in any series
33 shall become due in thirty years from the date of
34 issue or within such other period of time, not exceed-
-35 ing thirty years, as the governor may recommend to
36 the general court in accordance with section three of
37 Article LXII of the amendments to the constitution.

1 Section 3. Any town which is admitted to the
2 metropolitan water district after nineteen hundred
3 and forty-two, and which takes its entire supply from
4 the district, may, upon its admission or within one
5 year thereafter, enter into an agreement with said
6 district, which must then remain in effect continu-
-7 ously for fifteen years, by which the annual assess-
-8 ment against such town shall, in each of said fifteen
9 years, in lieu of being based on the same total aggre-

-10 gate assessment as in the case of other member towns,
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11 be based on an assumed total aggregate amount
12 averaging sixty dollars per million gallons, so that the
13 cost per million gallons furnished in each said year to
14 such entering town shall be forty dollars plus the
15 product of twenty dollars by the ratio of the town’s
16 valuation to the aggregate valuation of all members
17 of the district and by the inverse ratio of the town’s
18 total water consumption to the aggregate consump-
-19 tion of all members in the preceding year.

1 Section 4. Receipts from rentals, sale of materials
2 and power or sale or exchange of property of the
3 metropolitan water works, not required in the sink-
-4 ing fund for the retirement of bonds of the common-
-5 wealth issued for the construction of said works, and
6 all such receipts and all earnings of said sinking fund
7 remaining unexpended after the retirement of all such
8 sinking fund bonds shall not revert to any general
9 fund of the commonwealth, but all such receipts in

10 any year shall be applied by the state treasurer to
11 meet the expenses of maintenance and operation of
12 the metropolitan water works.


