
HOUSE .... No. 196
By Mr. Evans of Wakefield (by request), petition of A. C. Braxton

for an investigation by a special commission relative to a loan made
by the Woburn Co-operative Bank to the late George W. Braxton of
Wakefield. Banks and Banking.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six

Resolve providing for an investigation by a special

UNPAID COMMISSION RELATIVE TO A LOAN MADE BY

THE WOBURN CO-OPERATIVE BANK TO GEORGE W.

BRAXTON OF WAKEFIELD, SINCE DECEASED.

1 Resolved, A. Two Representatives to be desig-
-2 nated by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.
3 B. One of the committee to be a representative
4 of the Attorney-General’s office.
5 C. For the purpose of investigating the circum-
-6 stances surrounding a loan made by the Woburn
7 Co-operative Bank to George W. Braxton of Wake-
-8 field, since deceased.
9 D. The property given to the bank as security

10 for the loan was purchased by Mr. and Mrs Braxton
11 in the year 1896, Warranty Deed from Davis to
12 George W. Braxton, November 7.
13 E. The Braxtons accepting the mortgage which
14 was held by the Wakefield Co-operative Bank, Book
15 No. 1738, in the year 1900.

Che Commontocalth of Massachusetts
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I

16 F. Mrs. Braxton put all of her personal earnings
17 in purchasing the land and paying the taxes to the
IS town of Wakefield.
19 G. The Petitioner claims in the original report
20 that they were deprived of their property without
21 due process of law; deprived of their constitutional
22 rights as quoted in original petitions; that parties
23 named in the original bills have used the Courts of
24 the Commonwealth to aid in
25 (a) A conspiracy to conceal a fraud
26 (5) To conceal perjury.
27 (c) And that their transaction is responsible for
28 the Petitioner’s present situation and cause of filing
29 this bill.
30 Refer to the lists of Law suits on file with the
31 original Bill No. 117.
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The Property referred to in the Petition.

The property was purchased jointly by Mr. and Mrs.
George W. Braxton from Henry Davis et als, by deed
dated Nov. 7, 1896, and recorded with Middlesex, ss.

Dist. Deed Book No. 2513, Page 463, located on Jordan
Avenue, Wakefield, Mass.

(a) Fifty per cent of the purchase price paid to Mr.
Henry Davis et als, was Mrs. Braxton’s personal earn-
ings. Mr. and Mrs. Braxton assumed Mr. Davis’s
mortgage of 1550.00 (of which ,876.05 was paid) and
which was held by the Wakefield Co-operative Bank of
Wakefield, Mass.

( b ) Fifty per cent of the money paid back on this
mortgage was also out of Airs. Braxton’s personal earnings

(c) Mr. and Mrs. Braxton were and are residents and
taxpayers of the town of Wakefield, Mass.

(d) They (the Braxton’s) planned to secure a con-
struction loan from the Wakefield Co-operative Bank.

(e) Mr. and Mrs. Braxton were assured by the Wake-
field Co-operative Bank that upon filing plans and
specifications for their examination the money would lie
available for the construction loan and the loan could
he secured.

(/) This information was given to Henry A. Feindel &

Co. (contractor) before contract was signed with them
on July 3, 1907.

(g) Henry A. Feindel & Co. made no objections to
dealing with the Wakefield Co-operative Bank. Then
Mr. and Mrs. Braxton went ahead and signed the con-
tract with Henry A. Feindel & Co.

(h) At meeting of the Security Committee of the
Wakefield Co-operative Bank, after the loan had been
approved and plans and specifications examined, they
telephoned Air. Braxton and asked him, “Will Mr.
Feindel post a bond assuring us that he will finish the
house according to the plans and specifications?”
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{i) Mr. Braxton interviewed Mr. Feindel in regard to
this bond and Mr. Feindel informed Mr. Braxton (Quote):
“We have had business dealings with the Wakefield Co-
operative Bank before and do not care to have any
further dealings with them.”

(j) Then Mr. Feindel said that he had special friends
in the Woburn Co-operative Bank and had secured other
loans from them before. He said he was sure that they
would grant the loan there.

(k) In keeping with Mr. Feindel’s request, Mr. and
Mrs. Braxton applied to the Woburn Co-operative Bank
for a loan of $2,500 or less. After examining the prop-
erty, the Woburn Co-operative Bank offered to loan
Mr. and Mrs. Braxton $3,000. Refer to exhibit No.
ib.ao

(I) The offer of $3,000 loan from the Woburn Co-
operative Bank was accepted by Mr. and Mrs. Braxton.

1) Loan granted in due time.
(2) Premiums due the bank always paid on or before

the date due. Refer Ex. No. 55.
(3) First, second and third checks paid as follows

Exhibit 18 Year 1907 Dec. 14th Sat 1750 00
Exhibit 19 - Year 1908 Jan. 27th Mon 750 00
Exhibit 20 - Year 1908 Feb, 25th Tues 750 00

Total amount received 12,250 00
Amount of Loan 3,000 00

Difference 5750 00

(m) Henry A. Feindel refused to produce receipts for
bills he said he had paid to subcontractors. Refer to
affidavit .

(n) Mrs. Braxton offered Mr. Feindel $5OO from the
third check given to her by the bank, and the balance
upon presentation of the receipts requested.

(o) Mr. Feindel refused the $5OO offered to him and
demanded the entire check of $750. Refer affidavit
No.
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(p) The architect also made the same offer to Mr.
Feindel, with requests for receipts, but was also turned
down by Mr. Feindel. Mr. Feindel again demanded the
entire check of $750 without procuring the receipts.
Refer to affidavit No.

(q) Mr. Braxton also tendered Mr. Feindel the same
offer but was also refused. Refer to affidavit No.

(r) On March 14, 1908, Mr. Henry A. Feindel A Co.
nailed up the door of the new house.

(s) We (Mr. and Mrs. Braxton) received information
from various reliable sources that Henry A. Feindel &

Co. was attempting to get possession of our property
and were advised to seek the advice of an attorney
immediately.

(t) Upon this advice Mrs. Braxton consulted Attorney
E. K. Bowser and personally gave Attorney Bowser the
third check for $750 (check in question). Exhibits 8 &

20. With perfect confidence in Attorney Bowser Mrs.
Braxton went alone to his office and did not request him
to give her a receipt for the check. On the same visit to
Attorney Bowser Mrs. Braxton presented him with an
application for a loan from her personal life insurance
policy for him to be notarized.

Ex. No.»py)

Subscribed and sworn to before m this 16th day of March, 1908

Eden K, Bowser,
Xotaru Public

On this same visit Mrs. Braxton informed Attorney
Bowser of all the facts concerning the Braxton property.
Later Mr. Braxton went to Attorney Bowser’s office with
Mrs. Braxton and again acquainted him with all the
facts concerning the Braxton property.

Mr. Braxton offered to endorse the third check of
$750 given to Attorney Bowser by Mrs. Braxton on
March 16, 1908. Refer to affidavit No.

Attorney Bowser advised Mr. Braxton not to endorse
the check.



HOUSE No. 196. [Jan6

I

Copy of record of receipts for money for services of
Attorney Bowser already on file in superior court.file in superior court

(Copt)
Ex. X. 16,

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Middlesex ss. Superior Court

No. 2458 in Equity
Copy of Receipts from E. K. Bowse>\

April 23, 1008.
Alice C. Braxton to E. K. Bowser, De.
Negotiating Mortgage and obtaining loan, Feindel & Knox to

G. W. & A. C. Braxton §0 00
Drawing Mortgage, deed, note, etc I 50
Drawing deed, E. K. Bowser to A. C. Braxton 1 50
Drawing deed, to G. W. Braxton to E. K. Bowser . 1 50
Fee paid for recording mortgage 1 35
Consultation April 1, 1908, and April 21, 1908 4.0(1

$5.00 paid April 21, 1908 $l5 $5
E. K. Bowser 5 00

820 85
Received payment

(Signed) E. K. Bowser.

Refer to letter addressed to Hon. Boring P. Jordan
dated May, 1921.

Mr. and Mrs. Braxton put confidence in Attorney
Bowser until he passed a paper to Mr. Braxton instruct-
ing him to sign it without an explanation. Mr. Braxton
read the paper and asked, “Why should I sign that?”

Attorney Bowser withdrew that paper without an
explanation. This transaction took place in the presence
of several witnesses, H. A. Feindel, Knox and others.

Until that time Air. and Airs. Braxton had put com-
plete confidence and trust in Attorney Bowser’s advice
and actions pertaining to the trouble with their property.
Refer to affidavit No.

Then Air. and Mrs. Braxton wen; convinced that
Attorney Bowser was deliberately and intentionally
entering into a conspiracy with H. A. Feindel & Co. to
defraud the Braxtons of their property without due
process of law.

On March 24, 1908, Frank W. Greydon, chairman of
the Security Committee of the Woburn Co-operative
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Bank and Henry A. Feindel, the contractor, went to
the new house. Refer to affidavit No.

Attorney Bowser had advised Mrs. Braxton to take
the third check of $750 to the Woburn Bank and request
them to pay the check direct to Mr. Braxton or divide
it up so it could be used. Refer to affidavit No.

While Airs. Braxton was on her way to the Woburn
bank to follow Attorney Bowser’s advice, she saw two
men on the front porch. On investigating, Mrs. Braxton
found out it was Mr. Henry Feindel, the contractor, and
another man whom she did not recognize.

Mrs. Braxton then continued on her way to the Woburn
Co-operative Bank and delivered Attorney Bowser’s
message and the third check for $750. Mr. Buck of the
bank notified Mrs. Braxton that nothing could be done
in reference to the check until Mr. Greydon (who was
the other man at the Braxton property with Mr. Henry
Feindel) made his report.

Mrs. Braxton informed Mr. Buck that she had seen a
man with Air. Feindel at the Braxton property in Wake-
field but did not know that he was from the Woburn
Co-operative Bank.
Exhibit No. 21

Copy

James Skinner William F. Davis John C. B
President * Vice-President Secretar}/ P Tr

Woburn Co-operative Bank
31G Main Street

Woburn

Woburn, March 24th, 1908

Mr. George W. Braxton. Wakefield, M
Dear Sir: I return the check which your wife left at the bank

this afternoon. It was the understanding that this money was to be
paid to the contractor, and if there is any of it to go to the plumber,
you must make your arrangement with the contractor. If there is
not enough money to build the building you must arrange for the
balance in some other way, and if the builder, as I understand he is,
is willing enough to furnish the balance of the money on a second
mortgage, it will be very much to your advantage to take up with
this offer.

Yours very truly

John C. I
Treasurer-Secretary (Signed)
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Mrs. Braxton returned the check in question (exhibit
20) to Attorney Bowser and reported finding Mr. Greydon
and Mr. Feindel at the new house at Jordan Avenue,
Wakefield, Mass., and reported on her visit to the Woburn
Co-operative Bank.

Note. Mrs. Braxton had reported to Attorney Bow-
ser the events that took place at the Woburn Co-opera-
tive Bank the very same day.

On April 7, 1908, the directors of the Woburn Co-
operative Bank came to visit and inspect the new house
at Jordan Avenue, Wakefield, Mass., and accepted it as
having been completed, and offered to loan $5OO more on
the property if Mr. and Mrs. Braxton wished it. Refer
to affidavit No.

Then Mr. and Mrs. Braxton bought two more co-
operative shares in the Woburn Co-operative Bank on
the promise of the bank to lend $5OO more if they wished
it.

Previous to the directors visit, Mrs. Braxton requested
Attorney Bowser by telephone to give her messenger the
bank’s letter and the check for $750 (the third check), so
that she could give that check to the directors when they
came. But when the messenger returned she did not
have the check, therefore Mr. and Mrs. Braxton were
not able to straighten out the financial matter with the
directors but told them that Attorney Bowser had the
check. Refer to affidavit No.

The Braxtons were advised by Mr. Greydon of the
bank to give the contractor a second mortgage of $450,
and attorney advised us accordingly when we reported
the matter to him. The transaction took place and the
third check was also turned over to the contractor.

The Braxtons then reported Attorney Bowser’s trans-
action to the Woburn Co-operative Bank, and were sent
to see the bank’s attorney, Mr. McGuire. He told the
Braxtons to go to M. E. S. Clemons.

Mr. and Mrs. Braxton then called upon Attorney

Clemons and told him that Attorney McGuire had senl
them. Mr. Clemons stated that he would be very glad
to take the case. Refer to affidavit.
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Attorney Clemons lost six months time playing At-
torney Bowser’s hand. Refer to exhibit 71.

From May 7, 1908, to October 7, 1908, Clemons did
the Braxtons contacted him
him to take some action on

atement and E. Z. Roundtree

not do a single thing, and
all during this time to urge
their case. Refer to legal st
affidavit, and exhibit 22.
Exhibit No. 71

Y

Ik 8/09

Hon. J. G. Maguire

My Dear Judge: —As I telephoned you, Mrs. Braxton is very
desirous of paying the plumber, who has long since done his work and
is a needy man, $175 due him. This, outside of the contract, is, Mrs.
Braxton says, the only unpaid hill, and the contractor’s balance is
well within the balance you hold if the $175 is advanced. The con-
tractor is, however, very slow in completing, and so Mrs. Braxton
would like $175 for the plumber instead of waiting perhaps a month
or longer for the house to be finally completed. It would be an ac-
commodation and the plumber should be paid. Will the Co-operative
bank do it?

Very truly your

Signed) M. E. S. Clemons

The petitioner, Mrs. Braxton, respectfully requests
the ruling of the committee on banks and banking to set
a date when the $750 illegally withheld by Frank W.
Greydon of the Woburn Co-operative Bank was due
to Mr. and Mrs. Braxton after the house had been ac-
cepted by the directors of the bank as having been
completed, on April 7, 1908.

The petitioner also requests that the committee may
base their decision on the banking laws of the State of
Massachusetts.

The petitioner’s reasons for this petition and these
requests are as follows:

Probate Mo. WAO9!

The property which is the subject of these various bills is listed in
Registry of Deeds office, in probate court of Middlesex County, East
Cambridge, Massachusetts, Jan. 17, 1928, in the estate of George W.
Braxton, No. 164099. Equity.
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The petitioner cannot fulfil her obligation as administratrix while
the conspiracy continues.

There are outstanding bills against the above estate
There are the equity of the petitioner, the equity of all other heirs

and the petitioner’s own personal earnings in the land, taxes and
building.

A. C. BRAXTON.

Respectfully submitted,

A. C. BRAXTON, Admx. pro se
P. O. Box 285

Wakefield, Mass.






