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By Mr. Rawson of Newton, petition of George E. Rawson relative
to state-wide recounts in cases of offices to be filled or questions to be
voted upon at the state election. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six

an Act relative to state-wide recounts in cases
OF OFFICES TO BE FILLED OR QUESTIONS TO BE VOTED

UPON AT THE STATE ELECTION AND MAKING CERTAIN

CHANGES THEREIN.

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

hundred and thirty-five of
General Laws, as most re-

1 Section 1. Section one
2 chapter fifty-four of the
3 cently amended by section three hundred and fifteen
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-five, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out the sixth
6 paragraph and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-7 ing:
8 State-wide recounts in cases of offices to be filled
9 or questions to be voted upon at the state election

10 by all the voters of the commonwealth may be re-
-11 quested as provided in the foregoing provisions of
12 this section so far as applicable, except that any
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13 petition therefor shall be on a form approved and
14 furnished by the state secretary, shall be signed in
15 the aggregate by at least one thousand voters, not
16 less than two hundred and fifty to be from each of
17 four different counties, and shall be submitted on
18 or before five o’clock in the afternoon of the tenth day
19 following such election to the registrars of voters of
20 the city or town in which the signers appear to be
21 voters, who shall forthwith certify thereon the num-
-22 ber of signatures which are names of registered voters
23 in said city of town, and except that said petitions
24 for recount shall be filed with the state secretary on
25 or before five o’clock in the afternoon of the fifteenth
26 day following such election. He shall hold such
27 petitions for recount until after the official tabula-
-28 tion of votes by the governor and council and if it
29 then appears that the difference in the number of
30 votes cast for the two leading candidates for the
31 office, or in the number of affirmative and negative
32 votes on a question, for which recount is desired is
33 more than one half of one per cent of the total uum-

-34 ber of votes cast for such office or on such question,
35 the petitions for recount shall be void. If such
36 difference in the votes so cast appears to be one half
37 of one per cent or less of the total votes cast for such
38 office or on such question, he shall forthwith order the
39 clerk of each city and town of the commonwealth to

40 transmit forthwith, and said clerk shall so transmit,
41 the envelopes or containers containing the ballots,

42 sealed except in the case of those containing ballots
43 which have already been recounted in respect to

44 said office or question under authority of this sec-
-45 tion, to the registrars of the city or town who shall,
46 without unnecessary delay, open the envelopes oi
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47 containers, recount the ballots cast for said office or

48 on such question and determine the questions raised.
49 If a state-wide recount is petitioned for, all ballots
50 cast at a state election shall be held, except as other-
-51 wise provided by the city and town clerks until the
52 expiration of six days after said election.

1 Section 2. Said section one hundred and thirty-
-2 five, as so amended, is hereby further amended by
3 striking out the tenth paragraph and inserting in
4 place thereof the following: ■—

5 If, after a petition for state-wide recount for an
6 office has been filed, the leading candidate, together
7 with every other candidate whose votes therefor are
8 not exceeded in number by the votes of the leading
9 candidate by more than one half of one per cent of

10 the total number of votes cast for such office, shall
11 file a written request with the state secretary that
12 the recount petitioned for be discontinued, the state
13 secretary shall immediately order such recount dis-
-14 continued whereupon such proceedings shall terminate.




