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By Mr. Hurwitz of Cohasset, petition of Nathaniel M. Hurwitz for

legislation relative to the disclosure to incorporated social and medical
agencies of records relating to public assistance. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

An Act relative to the disclosure of information

PERTAINING TO THE RECORDS OF APPLICANTS FOR AND

RECIPIENTS OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE.

1 Chapter sixty-six of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section seventeen A, as
3 amended by section one of chapter two hundred and
4 forty of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-five,
5 and inserting in place thereof the following: —-

6 Section 17A. The records of the department of
7 public welfare and of the several city and town welfare
8 departments and bureaus of old age assistance relative
9 to all public assistance, and the records of the depart-

-10 ment of education relative to aid to the blind, shall be
11 public records; provided, that they shall be open to
12 inspection only by public officials of the common-
-13 wealth, which term shall include members of the
14 general court and representatives of the federal
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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15 government, for purposes directly connected with the
16 administration of such public assistance or with the
17 prosecution of war; and provided, further, that
18 information relative to the record of an applicant for
19 public assistance or a recipient thereof may be dis-
-20 closed to him or his duly authorized agent, and may be
21 disclosed by the commissioner of public welfare or the
22 director of the division of the blind, as the case may
23 be, to any incorporated Jewish philanthropy, incor-
-24 porated Catholic charity or other incorporated social
25 agency, including voluntary children’s agencies or
26 voluntary incorporated medical institutions, as in the
27 discretion of said commissioner or director may be
28 deemed proper, subject however to such conditions
29 as he may, from time to time, prescribe and only for
30 such purposes as in his opinion may be necessary and
31 proper in the administration of such public assistance.


