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Executive Department

Boston, January 3, 1946

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

As you are well aware I have on numerous occasions
indicated my views on the obligation of our State Govern-
ment to assist the returning veteran in every way possible
to gain for himself the place in life to which he would have
attained had he not rendered service to his country and
to do something for him by way of recognition of his sac-
rifice. I call to your attention, therefore, a serious situa-
tion which has been presented to me which calls for
immediate action.

The President of the Massachusetts State College in-
forms me that applications for enrollment at that insti-
tution already have been received from 375 veterans.
It is expected by the Fall of 1946 that applications from
veterans will exceed 1,000. A large part of the cost of
the education of these veterans will be borne by the
Federal Government.

Housing facilities available on the campus and in the
Town of Amherst are entirely inadequate to meet the
need. Under Chapter 390 of the Acts of 1945 the Massa-
chusetts State College Building Association is proceeding
with the construction of two new self-liquidating dormi-
tories which will accommodate approximately 300 stu-
dents but which will not be completed until 1947. The
needs of our veterans must be met before these dormi-
tories are ready.

Under present conditions the only practical way to
meet this situation is by the immediate construction of
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dormitories of a special type using materials that are now-
available. Similar buildings are now being constructed
at other universities for this purpose. They will be a
permanent part of the Massachusetts State College
facilities. In order that these facilities be ready for
occupancy at the Fall term of 1946, it is essential that
construction be started at once.

I recommend the immediate passage by the General
Court of legislation authorizing the Massachusetts State
College Building Association to construct, at an estimated
cost of $400,000, eight additional dormitories to house
approximately 224 single veterans and 50 married vet-
erans. lam advised that these dormitories can be leased
to the state and operated on a self-liquidating basis over
a twenty-year period. In the opinion of the Trustees of
the College, these dormitories will constitute a desirable
and useful addition to the permanent plant.

Respectfully yours,

MAURICE J. TOBIN,
Governor


