
HOUSE .... No. 624
By Mr. Driscoll of Boston, petition of Lawrence T. Fontes for legis-

lation to establish a recreation commission in the city of Taunton
and relative to the powers and duties of said commission. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

An Act establishing a recreation commission in the

CITY OF TAUNTON.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

C&e Commontocaltfc of Massachusetts

1 Section 1. A recreation commission, hereinafter re-
-2 ferred to as the commission, is hereby established in
3 the city of Taunton. The commission shall consist of
4 three persons who shall serve without compensation.
5 Two members shall be appointed by the city council
6 thereof and one by the school committee thereof. Of
7 the members originally appointed by the city council
8 one shall serve for a term of three years and one shall
9 serve for a term of two years, and the member originally

10 appointed by the school committee shall serve for a
11 term of one year. Upon the expiration of the term of
12 any member,his successor shall be appointed for a termof
13 three years in the manner provided for the appoint-
-14 ment of the member whose term expires. All members
15 shall serve until the qualification of their respective
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16 successors. Any vacancy occurring in the commission
17 shall be filled for the remainder of the term by the city
18 council or by the school committee, according as the
19 original appointment was made.

1 Section 2. Immediately after their appointment,
2 and annually thereafter, the members of the commis-
-3 sion shall meet and organize by electing one of their
4 members president and by electing such other officers
5 as may be necessary. The commission may adopt rules
6 and regulations for the proper conduct of public recrea-
-7 tion for the citv.

1 Section' 3. The powers and duties concerning rec-
-2 reation now being supervised by the park department
3 of said city shall on the passage of this act be trans-
-4 ferred to the commission. The commission shall con-
-5 duct and supervise playgrounds, athletic fields, reerea-
6 tion centers and other
7 public parks and public
8 vately owned properties
9 in writing so authorize

recreational facilities on such
grounds therein, and on pri-
therein the owners of which

■. The commission shall not
for purposes other than those
in amount exceeding the funds

10 incur debts or liabilities
11 above referred to nor to i
12 subject to their order.

1 Section 3A. The treasurer of said city is hereby au-
-2 thorized to receive and hold any appropriation granted
3 to the commission for the purposes of this act and any

4 gifts or bequests of money or donations or other per-
-5 sonal property as provided in section five, and all such
6 appropriations and property so received shall always
7 be kept separate from any other moneys or property
8 in the hands of the treasurer, shall be subject to the
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9 order of said commissioners, and shall be expended by
10 them in such manner as shall in their opinion best pro-
-11 mote the purposes for which such appropriation, gift,
12 bequest or donation was or is made. The bond of said
13 treasurer shall apply to and include duties performed
14 under this act.

1 Section 4. The commission may appoint as di-
-2 rector a person who is trained and properly qualified
3 for the work, and may appoint such other personnel as
4 it deems proper.

1 Section 5. The commission may solicit or receive
2 any gifts or bequests of money or other personal prop-
-3 perty or any donation to be applied, principal or in-
-4 come, for either temporary or permanent use for play-
-5 grounds or other recreational purposes under its
6 control.

1 Section 6. The commission shall annually make
2 and render to the mayor and city council of said city
3 a report in writing of their acts and doings and of the
4 condition of the parks, playgrounds and other public
5 property under their control and shall render such
6 other reports from time to time as shall be requested of
7 them byr said mayor and city council, or either.

1 Section 7. This act shall be submitted to the regis-
-2 tered voters of the city of Taunton at the biennial
3 state election in the current year in the form of the
4 following question which shall be placed upon the official
5 ballot to be used in said citv at said election: “Shall
6 an act passed by the General Court in the year nineteen
7 hundred and forty-six, entitled ‘An Act establishing a
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8 recreation commission in the city of Taunton’, be ac-

-9 cepted?” If a majority of the voters voting thereon
10 vote in the affirmative in answer to said question, then
11 this act shall thereupon take full effect in said city, but
12 not otherwise.


