
HOUSE .... No. 799
By Mrs. Cutler of Needham, petition of Regina M. Ahlgren for an

investigation by the Department of Public Health relative to the
prevalence in the Commonwealth of ragweed and other plants caus-
ing hay fever and similar ailments. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

Resolve providing for an investigation by the de-
partment OF PUBLIC HEALTH RELATIVE TO THE PREVA-

LENCE IN THE COMMONWEALTH OF RAGWEED AND OTHER

PLANTS CAUSING HAY FEVER AND SIMILAR AILMENTS,
AND OF THEIR AIR-BORNE POLLENS AND SPORES, AND
THEIR EFFECTS AND MEANS FOR THEIR SUPPRESSION.

1 Resolved, The department of public health shall
2 cause an investigation and study to be made for a
3 period of approximately five years following the pas-
-4 sage of this resolve relative to the prevalence in the
5 commonwealth of ragweed and other plants tending
6 to cause hay fever and other similar ailments and of
7 their air-borne pollens and spores, and of the effect
8 thereof, including any or all of the following matters:
9 1. Routine pollen counts throughout the common-

-10 wealth during the entire period of study.
11 2. A meteorological study throughout the com-

-12 monwealth to determine the effect and pollen-carrying
13 ability of local air turbulences and high and low alti-
-14 tude wind currents over urban and rural areas.
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15 3. A study of the local growth in the commonwealth
16 of ragweed and other plants producing like effects, of
17 conditions encouraging the same, and of means and
18 methods for their suppression or control.
19 4. A study of the prevalence in the commonwealth
20 of hay fever and ailments due to like causes.
21 In making the foregoing investigation and study
22 the department may consult with, and enlist the co-
-23 operation of, the United States Weather Bureau, the
24 department of meteorology of the Massachusetts In-
-25 stitute of Technology, and such other officers of the
26 commonwealth, of counties and municipalities, of the
27 United States, of other states, and of universities and
28 colleges, as it may deem advisable.
29 For the purposes of this resolve the department
30 may expend such sums of money as the general court
31 may from time to time appropriate, and, within such
32 appropriations, may employ such expert, clerical and
33 other assistance as it may deem necessary.
34 The department shall report the results of its in-
-35 vestigation and study, together with its recommenda-
-36 tions for legislation, if any, to the general court, by
37 filing the same with the clerk of the house of repre-
-38 sentatives on or before the first Wednesday in Janu-
-39 ary, nineteen hundred and fifty-one. It may make
40 interim reports and recommendations by like filing at
41 any time prior to the opening of the session of the
42 general court at which such interim recommendations
43 are to be considered.


