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By Mr. Buttenvorth of Nahant, petition of Edward R. Butterworth
for enlargement of the rights of injured employees to engage their
own physicians as witnesses at hearings before the Department of
Industrial Accidents and relative to the payment of fees to such physi-
cians. Labor and Industries.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

An Act enlarging the rights of injured employees

TO ENGAGE THEIR OWN PHYSICIANS AS WITNESSES

AT HEARINGS BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF INDUS-
TRIAL ACCIDENTS AND RELATIVE TO THE PAYMENT
OF FEES TO SUCH PHYSICIANS.

1 Chapter one hundred and fifty-two of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section nine A,
3 as most recently amended by chapter three hundred
4 and eighty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 thirty-eight, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
fi lowing:
7 Section 9A. Whenever a medical question is in
8 dispute in any case, the employee may engage his own
9 physician, and one additional physician if the single

10 member or the department finds that justice and
11 equity require the same, to appear and testify in his

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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12 behalf, and, if the decision of the single member or
13 of the department is in favor of the employee, a
14 reasonable fee shall be allowed by the member or by
15 the department for the services of each such physician
16 and shall be added to the amount awarded to the
17 employee and be paid by the insurer under the pro-
-18 visions of this chapter; provided, that, notwith-
-19 standing the foregoing, in every case wherein the
20 decision of the single member or of the department is
21 in favor of the employee, if more than one physician
22 appeared and testified in behalf of the insurer a reason-
-23 able fee shall be allowed for the services of each of the
24 physicians, up to a like number, who appeared and
25 testified in behalf of the employee, which fees shall
26 be added to the amount so awarded and be paid by
27 the insurer under the provisions of this chapter.


