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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representativ

-An acute crisis now exists in the Commonwealth in
respect to post-high school educational facilities for vet-
erans. The Greater Boston Veterans’ Center and all
other public and private service and counseling centers
for veterans report that it is impossible for large numbers
of well-qualified veterans to gain admission to colleges
md technical schools. An informal sampling of the con-
dition at various colleges in the Greater Boston area indi-
cates that for the calendar year 1946, 30 per cent to 40
per cent of the well-qualified veterans who would continue
their education will not be able to do so.

Another serious feature of this congestion in our edu-
cational institutions is that large numbers of colleges and
schools, in order to admit veterans, are obliged to exclude
well-qualified young people now graduating from the
high schools of the Commonwealth. Some cities in an
effort to deal with this situation have sent representa-
tives of their school departments to scout for educational
openings in institutions in the Central and Western
States. This inevitable competition for education be-
tween high school graduates and servicemen is bound
to lead to serious friction in many communities and to
bring down criticism and hostility upon the public and
private institutions for advanced study.

Accurate information and estimates as to the numbers
who need to be accommodated during 1946 and the years
immediately following are not at hand. Each of the col-
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leges has its own roster of applicants, and the veterans’
counseling centers have their lists of veterans who are
striving to secure further education. National estimates
are that from 8 per cent to 12 per cent of returning vet-
erans are seeking advanced education. Co-ordinated
competent fact-finding is imperatively needed.

I, therefore, recommend that your honorable bodies
appropriate the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars in
advance of the passage of the General Appropriation Bill,
to make it possible for the Commissioner of Education,
(1) to establish immediately a fact-finding agency with
an able administrator and adequate staff to determine
more precisely the educational needs and the resources
available to meet them; (2) to form simultaneously a
Council on Higher Education within the State Depart-
ment of Education; (3) to bring together representatives
of the colleges and technical schools to secure their co-
operation and advice in meeting this educational crisis;
(4) to report as soon as possible what steps the Common-
wealth should take to supplement wind is being done by
the private institutions.

Respectfully yours

MAURICE J. TOBIN,
Governor.


