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SECOND INTERIM REPORT OF THE SPECIAL
COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE THE LAWS
RELATING TO PRIMARIES AND ELECTIONS.

The Commission in its first interim report recom-
mended a complete revision of chapters 55 and 56 of the
General Laws relating to corrupt practices and offenses
against the election laws. Under the terms of the resolve
continuing the Commission and chapter 91 of the Resolves
of 1945 the following bills before the last session were re-
ferred to the Commission for study and report:

Senate Bill No. 127, that provision be made for the ex-
pression of preference at presidential primaries for candi-
dates for President and Vice President of the United
States.

The petition (accompanied by Senate Bill No. 187) for
legislation relative to the abolition of presidential pri-
maries, providing for the election of members of state,
ward and town committees, and for the election of dele-
gates and alternate delegates to national conventions of
political parties.

Senate Bill No. 424, that the state committee of any
political party be authorized to remove any member of
any city, town or ward committee of such party in case
such member refuses or neglects to perform his duties as
a member of such committee, and to fill the vacancy
caused by such removal.

So much of the recommendations of the Secretary of
the Commonwealth (House Bill No. 196) as relates to
the printing on the official ballot of the names of delegates

Cftc Commontuealti) of Massachusetts
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and alternate delegates to national conventions (accom-
panied by House Bill No. 201).

House Bill No. 634 for legislation to permit voters to
express their opinion as to presidential preference at the
presidential primaries on candidates of political parties for
the office of President of the United States.

House Bill No. 2061, an act relative to the abolition of
presidential primaries, providing for the election of mem-
bers of state, ward and town committees and for the elec-
tion of delegates to conventions of political parties.
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The Commission, in this its second interim report, after
exhaustive study and careful consideration, sees fit to
recommend the draft of a bill accompamung this report
which incorporates, in its opinion, the essential provisions
of House Bill No. 2061, above mentioned. The Com-
mission in the short time available to it prior to the con-
vening of this session of the General Court held several
hearings on House Bill No. 2061. The hearings were well
attended, and prominent members of both leading parties
favored the passage of an act abolishing the presidential
primary and the establishment of the method of selecting
delegates to national conventions and election of state,
ward and town committees of political parties as appears
in House Bill No. 2061. This measure was strongly ad-
vocated by representatives of both the city and town
clerks associations. The following statement is briefly
the remarks of the president of the town clerks association.

The town and city clerks petitioned for the abolition of the presi-
dential primary law for several reas
sive cost for the vote that resulted
terest. The cost per vote ran as hij

Ms, among which was the exces-
because of the utter lack of in-
;h as $5.30. The lack of interest

was not entirely due to the war, as statistics show that in the past
twenty years we have had an average of 16 per cent of the voters
going to the polls. Only 4 per cent went to the polls in the 1944
presidential primary. There was a large waste in paper ballots. The
cost of the State for ballots plus oth
The cost to the municipalities was
dential primary has failed in pract

:r incidental expenses was $BO,OOO.
more than 1300,000. The presi-
ce after a fair trial. There seems

REPORT

:o be good and sufficient cause for its repeal. It is presented by

officials close to the question, who daily wrestle with all phases
the problem. It is their work and they naturally are familiar with it
Many States that have had the presidential primary have repealed
it, which proves conclusively that the national trend is against the
idea of the presidential primary. It has been tried and found wanting
The write-in preference is of no assistance, as experience has shown
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that it has not attracted any large number of voters. When the law
was amended in 1928 to make it possible to list choices, it appeared
that only 15 per cent of the voters went to the polls, and in 1936, when
they were given the same opportunity, 19 per cent of the voters
voted. The town clerks maintain that the trial of the presidential
primary over a period of thirty-two years has been sufficient to prove

•r a new method of choosing delegate

The small vote cast at presidential primaries for the
last twenty years shows a regrettable lack of interest on
the part of the voters, not only in the selection of dele-
gates to national conventions, but to the election of
members of state, ward and town committees. The se-
lection of delegates to national conventions is largely
dominated by the state committees of the leading political
parties, and it has been the practice of the parties in
several instances to send unpledged delegates to national
conventions. This practice leaves no choice for the voter
at the primary, and is undoubtedly a contributing factor

of interest in the primary,
that this government cannot
party system, and such two-
should comprise persons who

in causing the present lack
The Commission believes

survive except under a two-
party system to be effective
believe in it and who are willing to work for its mainte-
nance and preserve its strength and vigor. To attain this
end means that every voter should know and feel that the
right and privilege of voting necessarily has its attendant
duties on the part of the voter. One prominent party
member seriously advocated at a hearing before the
Commission a system of compulsory voting, with the hope
that such system would disperse the present dangerous
lethargy that exists on the part of the average voter.
Every citizen demands the right to vote, but few exercise
that right at primaries.

It is variously estimated by persons competent to judge
that approximately 60 per cent of the voters pride them-
selves on being independent voters. If this is so, then
only 40 per cent of the voters select the candidates to be
voted for. Assume that the two leading parties are
equally divided, it then means less than 10 per cent ol
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the voters of the two leading parties choose the delegates
who select the candidates for President and Vice Presi-
dent to be voted for on election daj'. This is far from a
healthy condition and leads to the nomination and elec-
tion of candidates who do not come up to the standard the
electorate desires. It is true that the voter has the op-
portunity and power to remedy this condition, but seldom
exercises it.

Since the advent of the direct primary the duty of an
elected official to the party that nominates and elects him,
and his responsibility to .such party, has practically ceased
to exist. It may be the modern trend of government that
is responsible for such conditions, but nevertheless, no
intelligent citizen can after thoughtful consideration fail
to admit that such a state of political affairs is not a
healthv one.

The Commission considered these factors and then
sought a remedy. The members of the Commission ear-
nestly believe that the interest of the individual citizen in
his party’s management, control and action should be re-
vived, and that every reasonable means to attain that end
should be advocated. The Commission believes that to
solve this problem the start should be made at the bottom
of the political ladder, so to speak, namely, the ward
and town committees. These committees are now elected
at the presidential primaries every four years and serve
for a term of four years. The term is too long; the com-
mittee has been divested of the power and influence pre-
viously possessed before direct primaries came into being,
with the result that the average voter has no desire to
become a member of a ward or town committee. To the
extent you deprive the ward and town political committees
of power and influence, to the same degree you reduce the
caliber of the individual who is willing to serve on such
committee. Today in many districts people'honestly in-
terested in maintaining party strength have to beg people
to run for ward and town committees. This condition is
deplorable and should be corrected immediately. A one-
party form of government will result unless proper and
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adequate measures are taken now. The Commission is
of the opinion that the election of ward and town com-
mittees by caucuses of the party members would restore
a healthy political condition and interest locally, which
condition does not now exist under the primary system.
Prior to 1938 state, ward and town committees were
elected at the state primaries in September every two
years. They took office on the following January first,
and the result was that a so-called “lame duck” committee
conducted the state campaign. This condition did not
appeal' a healthy one, and as a result of the support of
both the leading political parties the law was amended
to provide for their election at the presidential primaries
every four years. This change in the law in the opinion
of both political parties today did not improve, but
actually aggravated the condition sought to be remedied.
This condition is not state-wide, as in some communities
the local political committees are as active as they were
under the earlier law. interest and active work on
the part of the local committees did not result in this
change in the law; rather, less interest and co-operation
resulted, even though both state committees tried their
best to revive the active interest in local as well as state
elections!

The Commission believes that the passage of the bill
recommended in Appendix A of this report, will revive
interest in politics locally and result in a much more active
political participation in both state and local campaigns,
provide closer contact between the local ward or town
committee and the state committee, and make the state
committee truly represent the rank and file of party mem-
bers.

The question of the abolition of presidential primaries
is a matter of such state-wide interest the Commission
feels that the will of the people with reference to its repeal
should be ascertained, and therefore recommends passage
at this time of the bill appearing in Appendix B of this
report
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In the Year One Thousand Niue Hundred and Forty-Six.

An Act relative to the abolition of presidential

PRIMARIES, PROVIDING FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS

OF STATE, WARD AND TOWN COMMITTEES AND FOR THE

ELECTION OF DELEGATES TO CONVENTIONS OP POLITICAL
PARTIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
n General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
tame, as follows:

1 Section 1. The General Laws are hereby amended
2 by striking out chapter fifty-two, as amended, and
3 inserting in place thereof the following chapter:

5 Political Committees, Political Conventions
6 and Delegates to Political Conventions.

7 Section 1 . In the year nineteen hundred and forty-
-8 eight, and in every second year thereafter, the chair-
-9 man or secretary of each ward or town committee

10 of the political party which it represents shall, not
11 later than March fifth, call a caucus under the pro-
-12 visions of sections seventy-one to eighty-seven, in-
-13 elusive, of chapter fifty-three for the purpose of elect-

PROPOSED LEGISLATION

Appendix A.

Cl)t Commontuealti) of QEjassacliusetts

Chapter 52
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ing a ward or town committee from the enrolled
members of the party resident in such ward or town,
in number to be fixed by the caucus, but not less
than three nor more than thirty-five, for the two-
year period beginning with the following May first,
and at least one delegate, and one additional dele-
gate for every fifteen hundred votes, or major frac-
tion thereof above the first fifteen hundred, cast at
the preceding biennial state election in such ward
or town for the political party candidate for gover-
nor, to a convention to be held in each senatorial
district to elect members of a state committee, and
in any year in which presidential electors are to be
elected shall elect at least one delegate, and one
additional delegate for every fifteen hundred votes,
or major fraction thereof above the first fifteen hun-
dred, cast at the preceding biennial state election in
such ward or town for the political party candidate
for governor, to a convention to be held in each con-
gressional district to elect district delegates and al-
ternate district delegates to the national convention,
for the purpose of choosing candidates for president
and vice president of the United States. In towns
where the nomination of candidates for town offices

14
15
16
17
IS

19
20
21
99

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

31
32
33

34
6b

36
6!

are made by caucuses at which official ballots are

not used as provided in sections eighty-two to eighty-
seven, inclusive, of said chapter fifty-three, nomina-
tion of candidates for town offices may also be made
at caucuses held under this section.

38

39
40
41
42

Upon failure of the chairman or secretary of a

ward or town committee to call a caucus as provided
43
44

in this section the city committee or the state com-
mittee, respectively, of the political party which
said ward or town committee represents, shall not

45
46
47
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later than March tenth call said caucus. Such cau-
cus shall meet not less than seven nor more than
fourteen days after the calling thereof and notice
thereof shall be given as provided in section eighty-
three of chapter fifty-three. Such caucus shall organ-
ize and proceed to the election of its ward or town
committee and delegates, as provided herein and in
sections seventy-one to eighty-seven inclusive of
said chapter fifty-three.

48
49
50

51
52
oo

54
)0

56

Section 2. The presiding officer and secretary of
a caucus held as provided in section one shall within
three days after its final adjournment file with the
secretary of the state committee of the political
party it represents a list of the names and addresses
of the persons elected as members of the ward or
town committee, as the case may be, a list of the
names and addresses of those elected as delegates to
the senatorial district convention; and in the year
in which presidential electors are to be elected a list
of the names and addresses of persons elected as
delegates to the congressional district convention.
The presiding officer and secretary of said caucus
shall within three week days after its final adjourn-
ment send to each delegate a certificate of election
which shall entitle such delegate to a seat and vote
in the convention to which he has been elected.

0/

58

59
60

61
62
63

64
65

66

6/

68

69

70
71
72
16

Section 3. The members of the several ward com-
mittees of a political party in a city shall constitute
the city committee.

74
io

76
Section /+. A state committee of a political party

shall consist of the members elected at the several
senatorial conventions, all former chairmen of said

i

<8

79
committee and such additional members at large80
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not more than five, as m ay be chosen by the electedSI

members82

Section 5. Each state
mittee shall, within ten
following the election of
ganize by the choice of
treasurer and such other
elect. A city committee

, city, ward and town corn-
days after May first next
its members, meet and or-
a chairman, a secretary, a
officers as it may decide to
may by vote at any meet-

83
84
85

86

87
88

ing authorize the appointment of associate members
bjr any ward committee; and a town committee
may by vote appoint associate members. Associate

89

90

91

the right to vote but shall
and duties as the ward or

members shall not have
have such other powers

92

93
town committee may determine. If a ward com-
mittee or a city or town committee fails to meet and
organize within the time prescribed by this section,
the city committee or the state committee, respec-
tively, of the political party which such ward, city
or town committee represents, shall call a meeting
for its organization, appointing a time therein for
holding the same and naming a person to preside
thereat.

94
95

96

97
98

99

100
101
102

Section 6. The secretary of each city, ward and
town committee shall, within ten days after its or-

ganization, file with the secretary of the state com-

mittee of the political party which it represents the
names and addresses of the officers of the committee.
Within a like period after the appointment of asso-
ciate members, said secretary shall likewise file a list
of such associate members.

103
104

105
106

107
108
109
no

Section 7. Upon the redivision of a city into

wards the treasurer of each ward committee of a

ward affected by such redivision shall, before the
termination of office of the members thereof, pay

11l
112
113
114
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over to the treasurer of the city committee repre-
senting the same political party such funds of the
ward committee as he has in his possession after
paying all bills. In the statements required under
section seventeen of chapter fifty-five, the treasurer
of the ward committee making such payment shall
report it as a disbursement and the treasurer of the
city committee receiving it shall report it as a receipt.

115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122

Section 8. Each committee existing at the time
when the party which it represents first polls for
governor at a biennial state election three per cent
of the entire vote cast in the commonwealth for that
office, and each committee existing at the time when
the party it represents first polls for mayor or a se-
lectman at a city or town election at least three per
cent of the entire vote cast in the city or town for
that office, shall be deemed elected under this
chapter, and shall be subject to its provisions.

123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132

Section 9. A political party may, upon the call of
its state committee, but not earlier than one week
nor later than two weeks after the holding of the
biennial state primaries, hold a state convention for
the purpose of adopting a platform, nominating
presidential electors, and for such other purposes
consistent with law as the state committee or the
convention may determine. Such convention shall
consist of the number of delegates fixed by the state
committee, not less than one for each ward and each
town, to be chosen by the ward or town committee,
the members of the state committee, the United
States senators from Massachusetts who are mem-
bers of the party, the nominees of the party for all
offices to be filled at the state election, and in years
in which no elections are held for certain offices, the

133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
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incumbents of those offices who are members of the
party. Upon the choice of delegates to a state con-
vention the chairman of the ward or town commit-
tee, as the case may be, shall notify in writing the
chairman of the state committee of the political
party which such ward or town committee repre-
sents, who shall thereupon issue proper certificates
to the persons so chosen.

140
150
151
152
153
154
155
156

Section 10. A state, city or town committee may
make rules and regulations, consistent with law, for
its proceedings, and a state committee may make
rules and regulations, consistent with law, for calling
conventions.

157
158
159
160
161

Section 11. The delegates chosen by the several
ward and town committees to the senatorial conven-
tion shall elect from among the enrolled members of
the party resident in the district one man and one
woman from each senatorial district as members of
the state committee, who shall hold office for a period
of two years from the first day of May following their
election, and shall also elect a general or executive
committee of the delegates who shall hold office for
a period of two years. Within three days after the
termination of the convention the secretary thereof

162
163
164
165
166

167
168

169
170

171
172

shall send to the persons elected to the state com-
mittee notice of their election thereto, and the notice
thus sent shall serve as a certificate of election. He
shall also send to the state committee the names and
addresses of those so notified.

173
174
175
17G
177

At the organization meeting of the state com-
mittee provided for in section five its elected mem-
bers shall first meet and organize temporarily by the

178
179
180

choice of a temporary chairman and a temporarj
secretary, who shall serve until a permanent chah-
man and a permanent secretary are chosen; then

181
182
183
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the members at large shall be chosen, and finally
the officers, including in addition to those named in
section five a general or executive committee and
such other officers as they may decide to elect.

184
185
186
187

The secretary of the state committee shall file with
the state secretary, and send to each city and town
committee, within ten days after such permanent
organization, the names and addresses of the officers
and members of the state committee. He shall also
file with the state secretary on or before June thir-
tieth the names and addresses of the officers and
members of the several ward and town committees
arranged alphabetically by cities and towns.

188

189
190

191

192
193
194
195
196

Section 12. The delegates chosen by the several
ward and town committees to the congressional con-
vention shall elect from the enrolled members of the
party resident in the district one delegate and one
alternate delegate to the national committee.

197
198
199
200
201

Within three days after the termination of the
convention the secretary thereof shall file with the
state committee of the same political party the names
and addresses of the district delegates and alternate
district delegates elected at the convention. The
state committee shall elect the delegates and alter-
nate delegates at large at a meeting of such commit-
tee to be held not later than May tenth. The state
committee shall issue certificates of election to all
delegates and alternate delegates at large and dis-
trict delegates and alternate district delegates, which
shall entitle such delegates to a seat and a vote in
the convention.

202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215 Section 13. A vacancy in the officers or member-

ship of a ward or town committee may be filled by
the committee.

216
217
218 \ vacancy in the office of chairman, secretary or
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I

219 treasurer of the state committee shall be filled by
220 said committee.

221 A vacancy in the membership of a state com-
-222 mittee from a senatorial district shall be filled by
223 a general or executive committee of the delegates
224 who made the original choice or in such other man-
-225 ner as the convention may determine. The names
226 of any persons chosen to fill vacancies shall be filed
227 as in the case of officers and members first chosen.
228 Section 14- The delegates elected to the several
229 conventions shall meet at a time and place within
230 the senatorial or congressional district designated by
231 the state committee, but in the case of the senatorial
232 convention not later than April twentieth, and of the
233 congressional convention not later than May fif-
-234 teenth. The secretary of the state committee shall,
235 on or before April first send a notice of such date
236 and place to the delegates chosen to the several
237 conventions.

1 Section 2. Chapter fifty-three of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section two,
3 as most recently amended by chapter three hundred
4 and thirty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 forty-one, and inserting in place thereof the follow
6 ing section:
7 Section 2. Except in the case of municipal nomi-
-8 nations where a city charter or a law applying
9 specially to a particular town otherwise provides,

10 candidates of political parties for all elective offices,
11 except presidential elector, shall be nominated, and
12 delegates and alternate delegates to national con-

-13 ventions and members of political committees,
14 except as provided in chapter fifty-two, shall be
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15 elected, in primaries or caucuses, and the nomina-
-16 tion of any party other than a political party, in any
17 district containing more than one ward or town,

18 shall be made by a convention of delegates chosen
19 by caucuses held under section one hundred and
20 seventeen in the wards and towns of the district for
21 which the nomination is to be made. All nomina-
22 tions and elections in primaries and caucuses shall
23 be by direct plurality vote. No candidates shall be
24 nominated in any other manner than is provided in
25 this chapter or chapter fifty-two.

1 Section 3. Section twent}r-eight of said chapter
2 fifty-three, as most recently amended by section
3 seven of chapter four hundred and seventy-three of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out in the sev-
-6 enth, eighth and ninth lines, the words “and presi-
-7 dential primaries on the last Tuesday in April in
8 any year in which presidential electors are to be
9 elected;”, so as to read as follows: Section 28

10 State primaries shall be held on the seventh Tuesday
11 preceding biennial state elections, city primaries on
12 the third Tuesday preceding regular city elections,
13 town primaries on the second Tuesday preceding
14 town elections, primaries before all special elections
15 on the second Tuesday preceding such elections,
16 except that city primaries or preliminary elections
17 held under general or special law before regular city
18 elections in cities which accept section one hundred
19 and three A of chapter fifty-four shall be held on the

20 fourth Tuesday preceding such city elections, and
21 except that town primaries before regular town elec-
-22 tions in towns which have accepted said section shall
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23 be held on the fourth Tuesday preceding such town
24 elections.
25 Except in Boston, primaries shall be held wholly
26 or partly by wards, precincts or towns, as the alder-
-27 men or selectmen may designate.

1 Section 4. Section thirty-two of said chapter
2 fifty-three, as most recently amended by section
3 eight of chapter four hundred and seventy-three of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out, in the sec-
-6 ond and third lines, the words “and presidential”,
7 and in the sixth line the words “or presidential”,—
8 so as to read as follows: Section 32. Ballots shall
9 be prepared and provided, and the number thereof

10 determined, in state primaries by the state secretary,
11 in city and town primaries by the city or town clerk.
12 No other ballots shall be received or counted, except
13 that if ballots provided for a state primary are not
14 delivered, or after delivery lost, destroyed or stolen,
15 ballots similar as far as possible shall be provided
16 by the city or town clerk and used at the primary.
17 The number of ballots provided at a city or town
18 primary shall not for any ward or town exceed one

19 ballot of each party for each voter therein. No such
20 ballots shall be printed in any printing establish-
-21 ment owned or managed by the city of Boston.

1 Section 5. Section thirty-four of said chapter

2 fifty-three, -as most recently amended by section
3 thirteen of chapter three hundred and thirty-four
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-three, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out the first

6 paragraph and inserting in place thereof, the follow-
ing paragraph;
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8 At the top of each ballot shall be printed the words
9 “Official ballot of the (here shall follow the party

10 name)”. On the back of each ballot when folded
11 shall be printed the same words, followed by the
12 number of the precinct and ward or the name of the
13 town for which the ballot is prepared, the date of the
14 primary and for state primaries a facsimile of the
15 signature of the state secretary and for city or town
16 primaries a facsimile of the signature of the city or
17 town clerk. Names of candidates for each elective
18 office shall be arranged alphabetically according to
19 their surnames except that names of candidates for
20 renomination to state offices of which they are the
21 elected incumbents shall be placed first, in alphabeti-
-22 cal order, and the names of other candidates shall
23 follow, in like order.

1 Section 7. Said section thirty-four, as so
2 amended, is hereby further amended by striking out
3 the third paragraph and inserting in place thereof
4 the following paragraph:
5 Against the name of a candidate for an elective
6 office shall be printed the street and number, if any,
7 of his residence.

1 Section 8. Said section thirty-four, as so
2 amended, is hereby further amended by striking out
3 the fifth paragraph and inserting in place thereof the
4 following paragraph:
5 Except where vacancies caused by death, with-
-6 drawal or physical disability are filled, no names shall

1 Section 6. Said section thirty-four, as so
2 amended, is hereby further amended by striking out
3 the second paragraph.
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f

7 be printed on a ballot other than those received
Bon nomination papers. Immediately following the
9 names of candidates on ballots at city and town

10 primaries, blank spaces equal to the number of per-
il sons to be chosen shall be provided for the insertion
12 of other names. Immediately following the names of
13 candidates on ballots at state primaries, where there
14 are fewer names than there are persons to be chosen,
15 blank spaces shall be provided, equal in number to
16 the deficiency, for the insertion of other names.

1 Section 9. Said chapter fifty-three is hereby
2 further amended by striking out section thirty-five,
3 as most recently amended by section four of chapter
4 three hundred and thirty-seven of the acts of nine-
-5 teen hundred and forty-one, and inserting in place
6 thereof the following new section:
7 Section 35. A cross (X) marked against a name
8 shall constitute a vote for the person so designated.
9 If a voter votes for more candidates than the number

10 to be elected, his vote shall not be counted.

1 Section 10. Section forty-six of said chapter
2 fifty-three, as most recently amended by section
3 eight of said chapter three hundred and thirty-seven,
4 is hereby further amended by striking out the third
5 paragraph and inserting in place thereof the follow-
6 ing paragraph
7 No person shall be a candidate for nomination for
8 more than one office.

1 Section 11. Said chapter fifty-three is hereby

2 further amended by striking out sections seventeen
3 A, thirty-one, fifty-four, and seventy A to seventy
4 H, inclusive.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

An Act to ascertain the will of the people with

AND RELATIVE TO THE ELECTION OF STATE, WARD AND

TOWN COMMITTEES AND THE ELECTION OF DELEGATES

TO CONVENTIONS OF POLITICAL PARTIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 For the purpose of ascertaining the will of'the
2 people of the commonwealth concerning the retention
3 or abolition of presidential primaries, so called, the
4 secretary of the commonwealth shall cause to be
5 placed on the official ballot to be used at the next state
6 election the following question: “Shall presidential
7 primaries in Massachusetts be abolished and provision
8 made for the election of delegates to conventions of
9 political parties and the election of members of state,

10 ward and town committees by caucuses or conven-
-11 tions?” The votes upon said question shall be re-
-12 ceived, sorted, counted and declared, and copies of
13 records thereof transmitted to the secretary of the
14 commonwealth, laid before the governor and council,
15 and by them opened and examined, in accordance with
16 the laws relating to votes for state officers and copies
17 of records thereof, so far as such laws are applicable.
18 The governor shall make known the result by declaring
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19 the number of votes in the affirmative and the number
20 in the negative, and shall transmit a statement of such
21 result, in writing, to the general court during the first
22 week of the session in the year nineteen hundred and
23 forty-seven. If it shall appear that a majority of said
24 votes is in the affirmative, it shall be deemed and taken
25 to be the will of the people that the presidential
26 primary law, so called, be abolished, and if a majority
27 of said votes is in the negative, it shall be deemed
28 and taken to be the will of the people that said law
29 shall be retained.


