
REPORT OF THE SPECIAL POST-WAR HIGHWAY
COMMISSION RELATIVE TO POST-WAR
HIGHWAY AND TRAFFIC IMPROVEMENTS
THROUGHOUT THE COMMONWEALTH.

[Highways and Motor Vehicles.]

Chapter 84 of the Acts of 1945 authorizes this Com-
mission to recommend that plans and specifications be
prepared by the Department of Public Works for suitable
highway projects, in accordance with a so-called six-year
highway plan, adopted and authorized by chapter 689
of the Acts of 1945.

Many such projects throughout the State have been
approved and the plans are being developed as rapidly
as possible.

Among the many highway projects urgently required
is the so-called Greater Boston problem.

This matter has been the subject of many studies, the
latest being made by the Boston Arterial Engineers
Committee, appointed by the Commission on September
24, 1943.

This committee is composed of eighteen of the most
eminent traffic construction and structural engineers in
the city of Boston, Metropolitan District, and the state
service.

Their purpose has been to furnish this Commission
with a diagnosis and recommendations for its solution.

During this investigation very careful consideration was
given to all previous reports on the matter, and in addi-

No. 1612HOUSE

Cl)c Commontoealtl) of Q^assacfuwtts



HOUSE No. 1612. [Mar.7

�

tion to the very valuable data so obtained, they made
many exhaustive traffic checks of their own to determine
any changes or new developments in modern traffic
trends.

A detailed report of the Engineers Committee is con-
tained in House, No. 1850 filed by this Commission on
March 29, 1945.

Briefly their recommendations are as follows:
First. ■— That Boston provide a series of several off-

street parking facilities conveniently located in the down-
town section, with strict enforcement of parking regula-
tions as soon as suitable off-street parking is available.

To continue to ignore this all too obvious parking
problem is to invite economic disaster.

Second. That a second tube to the Sumner Tunnel
be constructed as originally intended.

The Logan Airport will be practically isolated, and of
very doubtful value without a second tube.

Traffic in the Sumner Tunnel has already reached the
saturation point, while anticipated traffic within the
next five years will so increase in volume that a com-
plete paralysis of surface traffic seems unavoidable un-
less relief is provided.

Third. That a new facility, known as the Central
Artery, consisting of an eight-lane divided surface high-
way with an elevated six-lane expressway be constructed,
substantially as defined in Appendix A attached hereto.

The streets of Boston are cluttered and nearly barri-
caded with illegally' parked cars, closing from 50 pci

cent to 75 per cent of the traveling lanes, with no other
parking space available.

The condition is intolerable and totally unnecessary.

Drastic and immediate steps should be taken by the city
to provide a series of properly spaced caged or other
types of suitable off-street parking facilities.

Boston is becoming strangled, disintegrated and de-
centralized for lack of highway circulation.
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Off-street parking can be financed on a self-liquidating
or self-supporting basis, at no cost to the taxpayers, cre-
ating an asset of incalculable value to the city, to its
merchants and to the people of the State as a whole.

That is one of Boston’s contributions to the solution
of its serious highway problem, and without cost to its
taxpayers.

The next step is a second tube to the present Sumner
Tunnel, and this too we believe can be built, operated
and maintained from toll revenue if not burdened with
other non-related costs, similar to those charged against
the present tube, at current money rates.

The remaining and final project to complete the
immediate pressing need is the construction of the
Central Artery and allied connections.

This project while located in Boston is actually to
provide facilities not only for Greater Boston motorists
but also for over a hundred thousand non-Boston cars
using Boston streets daily.

This should provide Boston with highway facilities
comparable with other great cities of the nation.

However, this Central Artery is the final step in solving
the problem and should only be undertaken when the
parking and the tube are assured, but the date of com-
pletion of the Central Artery and the second tube should
coincide as nearly as possible.

A second tube of the Sumner Tunnel, the key to the
entire problem, will require a minimum of four years to
actually build, while the Central Artery will require
about six years to complete from the time the plans
are authorized.

As the plans will require at least a full year to prepare,
it can be readily seen that immediate action is essential.

This Commission, however, does not wish to assume the
responsibility for ordering plans and specifications, esti-
mated to cost approximately $2,000,000, on a project
of this magnitude without further authority.
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We therefore respectfully submit the following Ap-
pendix seeking legislative authorization.

EDWARD W. STAVES,
Chairman.

Governor Appointee.

Commissioner of Public Il’orJts.
JOHN E. POWERS.
CLARENCE B. BROWN.
BURTON E. TORINO.
LAWRENCE H. DAVIS.
RALPH LERCHE.
JOSEPH N. ROACH.
PHILIP M. MARKLEY.
F. EBEN BROWN.
JOSEPH L. MURPHY.
WILLIAM T. MORRISSEY,

P. H. MILAN,

h. a. Macdonald,

Chairman, Metropolitan District Commission.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

An Act authorizing the preparation of plans for

THE BOSTON CENTRAL ARTERY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The department of public works, here-
-2 inafter called the department, is hereby authorized
3 and directed to prepare plans, estimates and specifi-
-4 cations and all other things necessary or proper as a
5 prerequisite to the actual construction of a highway
6 over public and private lands and public and private
7 ways in the city of Cambridge and the city of Boston
8 substantially on the following location: Beginning
9 on Bridge street in Cambridge in the vicinity of

10 Third street, thence along Bridge street and across the
11 Charles River dam, thence in Boston via a part of
12 Leverett street, Merrimac street, Cross street, Pur-
-13 chase street and Albany street, thence approximately
14 parallel to and east of Hampden street and Blue Hill
15 avenue, to a point on Blue Hill avenue between Wash-
-16 ington and Seaver streets.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

Appendix A.
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1 Section 2. From Lechmere square in Cambridge
2 to a point south of Massachusetts avenue in Boston
3 the highway shall consist of a highway at ground level
4 and superimposed thereon or adjacent thereto an

5 elevated highway having at least six lanes for travel.
6 Provisions for rotary travel shall be designed at Lech-
-7 mere square and elsewhere at ground level where
8 determined by the department. Suitable ramps con-

-9 necting the upper and lower levels shall be designed
10 where determined by the department, and a direc-
-11 tional interchange shall be designed at the entrance to
12 the Sumner tunnel.

1 Section 3. From the aforesaid point south of
2 Massachusetts avenue to Blue Hill avenue the high-
-3 way shall be designed as a limited access highway
4 under the provisions of section seven C of chapter
5 eighty-one of the General Laws, inserted by chaptei
6 three hundred and ninety-seven of the acts of nineteen

7 hundred and forty-three. Highway grade separa-

-8 tions with or without connecting ramps shall be

9 designed where determined by the department, and

10 no way shall be permitted to cross the highway at

11 grade.

1 Section 4. For the purpose of carrying out the

2 provisions of this act there may be expended by the

3 department such sums not exceeding, in the aggregate,
4 two million dollars, as may hereafter be appropriated
5 therefor from the Highway Fund.
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