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To the Honorable Senate and House of Hep.

Conformably to the provisions of the Constitution I
have submitted to your Honorable Bodies two succes-
sive budgets containing suggestions for taxes and other
revenues, by which to defray the expenditures proposed
in the budgets, which suggestions, if adopted, would
have avoided the need for the imposition of a State Tax
upon the cities and towns of the Commonwealth. I
have repeatedly recommended the elimination of the
State Tax and I have pointed out to you ip. my budget
recommendations ways and means by which the expendi-
tures of the Commonwealth could be met without the
necessity of a State Tax, in the firm belief that the Com-
monwealth should assume the responsibility for balancing
its budget without calling upon the cities and towns for
aid in that respect.

The benefits winch would accrue from such a course
are evident. The lifting of the burden of the State Tax
would afford needed relief to many of the municipalities
of the Commonwealth which are and will continue to be
faced with increasing tax rates. Moreover, the abolition
of the State Tax would permit local governments to
regulate better their own affairs. The adoption of such
a policy would lighten the burden of taxation on the
home owner. It would be a forward step toward the
correction of our system of taxation which admittedly
is unreasonably burdensome on real estate. Finally, it
would place the responsibility for finding sources of reve-
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nue by which to meet the expenditures of the Common-
wealth squarely upon those charged with that duty
the Governor and the General Court.

The policy is of such fundamental importance that it
should be wrought into the organic law of the Common-
wealth. It is not enough that the decision whether there
should be a State Tax in any year be left to the deter-
mination of either the Governor or the General Court.
Accordingly, I recommend that your Honorable Bodies
call a joint session forthwith to consider and agree to the
adoption of an amendment to the Constitution to pro-
hibit the imposition of a State Tax upon our local gov-
ernments.

Respectfully yours

MAURICE J. TOBIN,
Governor


