
HOUSE .... No. 2111

Executive Depa rtment

ate House, Boston, June 14. 194

To the Honorable Senate and Horn of Representative

In my inaugural address to your honorable bodies I
recommended the establishment of a Department of
Commerce for the Commonwealth. A Recess Commis-
sion was appointed to study the subject and make recom-
mendations to the Legislature. The Commission was
composed of outstanding business men and industrialists
and was strongly augmented by members of both of your
honorable bodies. The Commission traveled throughout
the Commonwealth, held public hearings, and after an
extensive study recommended that Massachusetts es-
tablish a Department of Commerce. This proposal was
unanimously approved by the Committee on State Ad-
ministration.

It is now apparent that because of differences of opinion
between your honorable bodies this worthy proposal may
suffer defeat. I therefore again strongly urge you to
consider the effect that the establishment of a Depart-
ment of Commerce would have upon all the phases of
business and industry within the Commonwealth.

During the years to come, especially during the impor-
tant years of reconversion, it is our duty to do our utmost
to restore Massachusetts industry to its maximum point
of production. We must do our utmost to strengthen the
competitive position of Massachusetts. Every industrial
state of the Union is attempting, by every means at its
command, to invite new industry to locate within its
borders. The advantages for industry within the Com-
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monwealth of Massachusetts are so many and varied
that if properly publicized they can be of tremendous
assistance to the economy of our state. We must take
steps not only to keep industries here but also to persuade
new industries to locate within the state.

May I call to your attention once more the words of
the Commission that studied this whole question: “The
future of the people of Massachusetts lies in their ability
to make quick adjustments and adapt themselves to the
requirements of an age of a keen and aggressive competi-
tion. In doing this we cannot entirely depend upon the
initiative and enterprise of individuals, for frequently
they do not have the resources of information upon which
to make judgments.”

We cannot invest our funds and our efforts in an invest-
ment of comparable importance. Not only will the
Department of Commerce be of assistance to industry
but it will also better the lot of every working man and
woman within the Commonwealth. Our veterans have
the right to look to us for strong leadership to maintain
the strength of Massachusetts industry.

We must make provision for 600,000 veterans, at least
500,000 of whom will be seeking private employment.
This will require 500,000 jobs over the maximum peak
of employment during war production.

I therefore urge your honorable bodies to enact House
Bill 300. We cannot say that the task of this session of
the Legislature is complete while this important matter
is unattended. I urge that there be no trifling with the
industrial welfare of the Commonwealth.

Respectfully yours

MAURICE J. TOBIN,
Got


