
SENATE No. 36

To accompany the petition of Edward C. Peirce that provision be 
made for additional payments to residents of Massachusetts who 
have served in the armed forces of the United States during World 
War II. Military Affairs and Public Safety.

Cöc CommonUicaltö of e^assadjusctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

An  A c t  p r o v i d i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  p a y m e n t  i n  r e c o g n i 

t i o n  OF THOSE R E SID E N T S OF M A SSACHU SETTS W HO  

SHALL HAVE SER V ED  IN  TH E  ARM ED FO R C ES OF T H E  

U N ITE D  STATES D U RING W ORLD WAR II.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to provide addi-
3 tional recognition of Massachusetts residents upon
4 their honorable discharge or release from duty in
5 the armed forces of the United States during World
6 War II, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emer-
7 gency law, necessary for the immediate preservation
8 of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 S e c t i o n  1. Chapter seven hundred and thirty-one
2 of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-five is
3 hereby amended by striking out section one and in-
4 serting in place thereof the following section: —
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Section 1. Upon application, as hereinafter pro
vided, there shall be allowed and paid out of the 
treasury of the commonwealth, without appropriation 
and without a warrant from the governor and council, 
to each person who shall have served in the armed 
forces of the United States on or after September 
sixteenth, nineteen hundred and forty and prior to 
the termination of the present war, as declared by 
presidential proclamation or concurrent resolution of 
the congress, and shall have received a discharge or 
release, other than a dishonorable one, from such 
service, the sums hereinafter specified; provided, that 
every person on account of whose service the applica
tion is filed shall have been a resident of the common
wealth for a period of not less than six months im
mediately prior to the time of his entry into service 
and his enlistment, induction or commission in said 
armed forces was credited to the quota of Massachu
setts under the federal selective service act.

Payments under this act shall be as follows: —
(1) One hundred and fifty dollars for persons who 

have performed active service for ninety days but 
not more than six months within the continental 
limits of the United States.

(2) I wo hundred dollars for persons who have per
formed active service for more than six months within 
the continental limits of the United States.

(3) Three hundred dollars for persons who have 
performed active service outside the continental limits 
of the United States or in Alaska.

S e c t i o n  2 . Section three o f  said chapter seven 
hundred and thirty-one is hereby amended by striking 
out, in the third line, the words “ named therein” and
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4 inserting in place thereof the following words: — of
5 five hundred dollars, — so as to read as follows: —
6 Section 3. In the case of the decease of any person
7 who would if alive be entitled to the benefits of this
8 act, the sum of five hundred dollars shall be paid to
9 his dependents, if any, and otherwise to his heirs-at-

10 law; provided, that if there is more than one de-
11 pendent or heir-at-law, payments shall in either case
12 be made in such proportions as the state treasurer
13 shall determine, and in determining the order of
14 precedence so far as practicable the following order
15 shall be observed.' wife and children, mother or father,
16 brother or sister, other dependents; provided, how-
17 ever, that no right or payment under this act shall be
18 subject to the claims of creditors, capable of assign-
19 ment, regarded as assets, legal or equitable, of the
20 estate of the deceased or made the basis for adminis-
21 tration thereof.

1 S e c t i o n  3. In the case of any person who shall
2 have received any payment under sections one or
3 three of chapter seven hundred and thirty-one of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and forty-five, such pay-
5 ment shall be deducted from the payment received
6 under sections one or two of this act..




