
SENATE No. 50• • • •

Cbe Commontoealtfc of

REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 
COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE PLACING 
OF TABLETS ON BUNKER HILL MONUMENT 
TO COMMEMORATE THE WAR SERVICES 
OF RESIDENTS OF CHARLESTOWN.

M e t r o p o l it a n  D is t r ic t  C o m m iss io n ,
20 S o m e r se t  St r e e t , B o st o n , December 5, 1945.

To the General Court.

On May 25, 1945, His Excellency, Maurice J. Tobin, 
Governor, approved the following resolve, chapter 21:

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby au
thorized and directed to investigate the desirability and probable cost 
of placing bronze tablets on Bunker Hill monument to commemorate 
the war services of residents of Charlestown. In making its investi
gation hereunder, said commission shall consider the subject matter 
of current senate document number one hundred and sixty-six. Said 
commission shall report to the general court the results of its recom
mendations, if any, together with estimates of cost and drafts of legis
lation necessary to carry said recommendations into effect, by filing 
the same with the clerk of the senate on or before the first Wednes
day of December in the current year.
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Senate Document No. 166 of 1945 proposes that the 
Commission be “ authorized and directed to procure four 
bronze tablets as herein described and place the same on 
Bunker Hill monument. One tablet shall contain the 
names of residents of Charlestown who served in the 
Civil war; the second tablet shall contain the names of 
such residents who served in the Spanish war; the third 
tablet shall contain the names of such residents who 
served in World War I and the fourth tablet the names 
of such residents who served in World War II. Said 
commission is further authorized and directed to repair 
the walks and regrade the grounds adjacent to said mon
ument, and for the above purposes may expend such 
sum or sums not exceeding in the aggregate one hundred 
thousand dollars.”

The Commission, by its predecessor, MetropolitanPark 
Commission, acquired title to the Bunker Hill Monument 
Reservation, in behalf of the Commonwealth of Massa
chusetts, by a deed dated July 9, 1919, from the Bunker 
Hill Monument Association as authorized by chapter 79 
of the General Acts of 1919. The said chapter 79 of the 
General Acts of 1919 provided for the conveyance as 
follows :

Section 1. In order to carry out the provisions of chapter one of 
the laws passed by the general court at the session which began on 
the twenty-eighth of May, eighteen hundred and twenty-three, ap
proved June seventh, of said year, incorporating The Bunker Hill 
Monument Association, and the provisions of chapter one hundred 
and twenty-two of the laws passed at the session of the general court 
which began on the fifth of January, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
five, approved February twenty-sixth, of said year, which directed 
said corporation to convey to the commonwealth Bunker Hill Monu
ment, together with all the land purchased and held by said corpora
tion in connection therewith, on condition that the commonwealth 
shall keep the said monument and any buildings for public use con
nected therewith in good repair forever, the metropolitan park com
mission, acting for the commonwealth, is hereby authorized and di
rected to accept from said corporation on behalf of the commonwealth 
a conveyance of said land, monument and buildings as set forth in 
said acts. When such conveyance shall have been made and accepted 
as herein provided, the said commission shall thereafter maintain said
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land, monument and buildings for public uses and purposes consistent 
with those for which the said corporation was created, and for which 
the monument was erected.

Section 2. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this 
act, the metropolitan park commission shall have and exercise over 
said monument, buildings and land conveyed to the commonwealth 
the same authority and powers conferred upon said commission in 
respect to the government and control of open spaces for exercise and 
recreation by chapter four hundred and seven of the acts of eighteen 
hundred and ninety-three and acts in amendment thereof or in addi
tion theieto, and may annually expend from the treasury of the com
monwealth such sums as the general court may appropriate.

More briefly expressed, the said chapter 79 of the Gen
eral Acts of 1919 provided that the Bunker Hill Monu
ment Association might convey the monument and 
grounds to the commonwealth to carry out the provisions 
of chapter 1 of the Acts of 1823 and chapter 122 of the 
Acts of 1825; the Commission was to accept the convey
ance on behalf of the commonwealth; after the convey
ance, the commission should "maintain said monument 
and buildings for public uses and purposes consistent 
with those for which the said corporation was created, 
and for which the monument was erected” ; the Com
mission was to administer the conveyed property as a 
park reservation; costs of maintaining the monument 
and grounds were to be appropriated annually by the 
General Court from the General Fund.

The "public uses and purposes . . .  for which the 
said corporation was created, and for which the said 
monument was erected”  are defined in chapter 1 of the 
Acts of 1823, section 2, as "the construction of a monu
ment in Charlestown to perpetuate the memory of the 
early events of the American Revolution” .

It is quite evident that the present proposal to place 
bronze tablets on the monument to commemorate the 
services of persons who participated in the Civil War, 
the Spanish War, World War I and World War II is not 
consistent with the purposes for which the corporation 
was authorized and for which the monument was 
erected.
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In general consideration of a proposal to place memo
rial tablets on Bunker Hill Monument, a detailed discus
sion of the subject is contained in “ The History of the 
Bunker Hill Monument Association during the First 
Century of the United States of America” , by George 
Washington Warren, Boston, 1877, wherein are sub
stantiated the historical facts outlined in the following 
communication received by the Commission under date 
of October 18, 1945, from the Bunker Hill Monument 
Association :

The Board of Directors of the Bunker Hill Monument Association, 
Inc., which has some 400 members scattered over the United States, 
at a meeting today, unanimously voted to protest against and oppose 
Senate Bill No. 166 which would provide for the placing on Bunker 
Hill Monument tablets containing the names of residents of Charles
town who served in the Civil War, Spanish War, World War I and 
World War II, and providing therefor an appropriation of not more 
than $100,000.

The Bunker Hill Monument Association was organized in 1823 for 
the purpose of preserving the site of the battle of Bunker Hill and 
raising funds for the erection of a monument thereon. The entire 
cost of the monument was met by private subscriptions from Ameri
can citizens throughout the country.

On June 18, 1849, the directors of the Association, after long and 
careful study and discussion among the members, passed the following 
resolution :

Resolved, As the sense of this board, that the great object for which the 
obelisk was erected on Bunker Hill is monumental, and not historical, and 
that it is not expedient that any record of names, dates, or events connected 
with the battle should be enscribed upon it.

Hon. Daniel Webster, at one time president of the Association, 
in his own handwriting, recorded the motion as “ That it is improper 
to add any inscription on the outside of the monument” .

After having supported and maintained the monument and grounds 
at its own expense for ninety-four years, the Association, in 1919, 
conveyed to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts title to the grounds 
and monument, to be held forever by the Commonwealth “ for the 
uses and purposes consistent with those for which the said corporation 
was created and for which the monument was erected” .

The Board of Directors of Bunker Hill Monument Association, at 
this time, are unanimous that it is contrary to the original aim and 
purpose of the Bunker Hill Monument Association, and in violation 
of the conditions of the contract with the Commonwealth by which 
the Association conveyed to the Commonwealth title to Bunker Hill
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Monument and the surrounding grounds, that this monument, a Na
tional Shrine, commemorating the period of the Revolution, built by 
funds contributed by Americans throughout the Nation, should be 
utilized to memorialize persons and events not related to the War of 
the Revolution.

The Board of Directors of the Bunker Hill Monument Association, 
therefore, on this 18th day of October, 1945, support and endorse the 
action of its directors of ninety-six years ago by unanimously reaffirm
ing and adopting the resolution passed on June 18, 1849, as 
follows:

Resolved, As the sense of this board, that the great object for which the 
obelisk was erected on Bunker Hill is monumental, and not historical, and 
that it is not expedient that any record of names, dates or events connected 
with the battle should be enscribed upon it; And further

Resolved, That it is opposed to the fixing of any markers or memorials what
soever on the sides of Bunker Hill Monument.

Further, the Art Commission of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts has registered opposition to Senate Docu
ment No. 166, Resolves of 1945, chapter 21. Mr. Arthur 
A. Shurcliff, a member of the Art Commission and its 
secretary, and a landscape architect of national renown, 
has expressed his personal thoughts to the Commission 
by letter, as follows:

Bunker Hill Monument and the surrounding ground of the redoubt 
is considered to be one of the great shrines of our Natiou. Clean cut 
and alone it stands for one great event. From all parts of our coun
try and even from Europe, visitors come with the belief they are to 
see the great Memorial of the Revolution. So strong has been this 
belief that during the years which followed the construction of the 
Monument and the preservation of the site of the redoubt, no second
ary memorials or tablets even to the men who actually fought at 
Bunker Hill were permitted on the Monument or its grounds, but 
were placed at a distance of several hundred feet on park land appro
priate to the purpose. The original concepts of the Bunker Hill 
Monument and for the succeeding tributary memorials placed at a 
distance ought not to be confused by the erection of tablets to men 
of later conflicts, vital as the services have been to our history. Such 
memorials should be placed where their historical significance will be 
clear.

In view of the above I send you this note to express my opinion 
that Senate Document No. 166 . . . should not become law.

An extensive search has been made to find the names of 
the residents of Charlestown who served in the four wars
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involved. No office of the city of Boston has records of 
the war services of its citizens, nor could a private agency 
be found which had a roster of Charlestown veterans of 
the several wars.

The War Records Division of the Department of the 
Adjutant General has complete and reliable records of the 
services of all residents of the Commonwealth from and 
including the CiviJ War. The Civil War records are 
compiled in book form, in sixteen volumes, with the prin
cipal listing by regiments. All of the volumes would have 
to be studied to isolate the names of residents of Charles
town. As Charlestown did not unite with the city of 
Boston until a few years after the Civil War, records for 
the town could be determined with considerable accuracy. 
The names of persons who served in the Spanish War, 
World War I and World War II are recorded in a card 
file system, with an index by communities of residence 
at the time of induction. No attempt has been made by 
the War Records Division to determine the district 
or ward of residence of the Boston veterans, as the ques
tion is of no importance to the Department of the Adju
tant General. Because of the duplication of street names 
in the various districts and wards, and in some instances 
even within the same district or ward, the isolation of 
Charlestown records is subject to great inaccuracy, if 
not impossible. For the city of Boston as a whole, 6,700 
veterans are recorded for the Spanish War, and approxi
mately 50,000 for World War I. The records for World 
War II are still being compiled, and, since the war has not 
yet been ended by presidential declaration, and because of 
the continuation of drafting and enlistment, a final record 
will not be available for an indefinite period in the future.

A publication that is believed to be reliable asserts 
that 4,307 residents of Charlestown served in the Civil 
War. Participation in World War I is estimated to be 
about 4,000. A Charlestown citizens committee has 
compiled a list of 3,200 participants in World War II. 
No estimate of the number who served in the Spanish 
War has yet been found, but on the basis of figures for
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the entire city of Boston, it is probable that there were 
between 500 and 600 veterans of that war.

The largest practical size in which bronze memorial 
tablets can be cast is about 5 feet by 10 feet. A tablet of 
these dimensions, with letters five-sixteenth of an inch in 
height, can accommodate about 1,000 names. In the case 
of the proposal for the Civil War tablets, which by esti
mate would be the largest single roster, five such tablets 
would be required. Assuming that the tablets were all 
placed on one face of the monument, which is 30 feet 
square at the base, with the bottoms of the tablets at 
least 2 feet above the ground or sidewalk level, the tops 
of the tablets would be not less than 12 feet above that 
level, — this with letters only five-sixteenth of an inch in 
height. The names at or near the tops of the tablets 
would not be legible to most persons. An increase in the 
size of the letters would result only in a further increase 
in the height of the tablets in the same proportion.

As the total number of residents of Charlestown who 
served in the four wars is believed to be more than 12,000, 
a minimum of twelve such tablets would be required. At 
800 pounds per tablet, a total weight of about 9,600 
pounds, or nearly 5 tons, would be hung on the monument 
structure. The monument was not designed to carry this 
superimposed burden, but since it is of massive construc
tion, there might be no danger in making the installation.

For tablets of the above size the cost would be approxi
mately $1 to $1.25 per name, depending upon the amount 
and nature of the ornamentation of the borders. At an 
estimate of not less than 12,000 names, the cost of procur
ing and placing the tablets would be between $12,000 
and $15,000.

In its 1945 session, the General Court appropriated 
$9,500 for specific repairs and improvement of Bunker 
Hill Monument and grounds. With these funds, con
tracts have been awarded for the rewiring of the monu
ment to provide more adequate lighting of the stairways, 
for the surfacing of sidewalks, which has been completed, 
and for the pointing of masonry and other work.
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The budget requests of the Commission for 1946 will 
contain items totaling $22,000 to provide for work at 
Bunker Hill Monument Reservation considered to be 
necessary to assure public safety and convenience. It is 
recommended that these requests be approved.

Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM T. MORRISSEY,
Commissioner.

WILLIAM F. ROGERS,
Associate Commissioner.

JOSEPH McKENNEY,
Associate Commissioner.

PHILIP G. BOWKER,
Associate Commissioner.

M AX l 'LIN,
A ssociate Commissioner.


