
SENATE No. 308
To accompany the petition of Charles V. Hogan for legislation to 

increase benefit payments and to make certain other changes in the 
employment security law. Labor and Industries.

C ö e  C o m m o n t u e a lt ij  of

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

A n  A ct in c r e a sin g  b e n e f it  p a y m e n t s  a n d  m a k in g

CERTAIN OTHER CHANGES IN THE EMPLOYMENT SECURITY 
LAW.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat one of its principal purposes, which is
3 to make available immediately during the present
4 emergency increased benefits under the employment
5 security law, to be computed from April first of the
6 current year, therefore this act is hereby declared
7 to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
8 preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Se c tio n  1. Effective as of April first, nineteen
2 hundred and forty-six, section twenty-nine of chapter
3 one hundred and fifty-one A of the General Laws is
4 hereby amended by striking out subsection (a), as
5 amended by section five of chapter five hundred and
6 thirty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-
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7 three, and inserting in place thereof the following
8 subsection: — (a) An individual in total unemploy-
9 ment and otherwise eligible for benefits shall be paid

10 for each week of unemployment an amount based on
11 the highest quarterly wage of his base period, as
12 provided in the following table: —

T o t a l  W a g e s  P a id  i n  H ig h e s t  Q u a r t e r .
Weekly 

Benefit Rate.

120 00-8139 99 ' 7 00
140 0 0 -  159 99 8 00
160 0 0 -  179 99 9 00
180 0 0 -  199 99 10 00
200 0 0 - 219 99 11 00
220 0 0 -  239 99 12 00
240 0 0 -  259 99 13 00
260 0 0 - 279 99 14 00
280 0 0 -  299 99 15 00
300 0 0 -  319 99 16 00
320 0 0 - 339 99 17 00
340 0 0 -  359 99 18 00
360 0 0 - 379 99 19 00
380 0 0 -  399 99 20 00
400 0 0 -  419 99 22 00
420 0 0 - 439 99 23 00
440 0 0 -  459 99 . 24 00
460 00 and over 25 00

1 S e c t i o n  2. Said chapter one hundred and fifty-
2 one A is hereby further amended by striking out
3 paragraph (2) of subsection fourteen (b), as amended,

in place thereof the followingand inserting 
paragraph: —

(2) When, in any calendar year, beginning not
7 earlier than nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, a
8 worker is paid benefits for the first compensable week
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9 of unemployment with respect to the benefit year to 
10 which the claim applies, his wages from each em
it  ployer during his base period shall be termed “ worker’s
12 benefit wages”  and shall be treated for the purposes
13 of this subsection as if they had been paid in the year
14 in which the first week of benefits is paid. “ Worker’s
15 benefit wages” when used with respect to benefits
16 paid for the first compensable week of unemployment
17 on claims originally arising in the year nineteen hun-
18 dred and thirty-nine or in the years nineteen hundred
19 and forty, nineteen hundred and forty-one, nineteen
20 hundred and forty-two and prior to April first, nine-
21 teen hundred and forty-three, shall include the wages
22 not in excess of one thousand dollars in those quarters
23 upon which the benefits available to the claimant were
24 computed, assignable to its respective year of nineteen
25 hundred and thirty-nine to nineteen hundred and
26 forty-three, inclusive, in accordance with this sub-
27 section. For the purposes of this subsection, and
28 effective as of April first, nineteen hundred and forty-
29 three, benefit wages charged against each employer
30 shall include only that part of wages not in excess of
31 twelve hundred dollars paid by him in a base period;
32 provided, that on and after April first, nineteen
33 hundred and forty-six, benefit wages charged against
34 each employer shall include that part of wages not
35 in excess of dollars paid by him in a base
36 period.

1 Se c tio n  3. Section thirty of said chapter one
2 hundred and fifty-one A, as amended, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out, in the fifth line, the word
4 “ twenty-three” and inserting in place thereof the
5 word: -  twenty-six, — so as to read as follows:
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6 Section 30. The total benefits which an unemployed
7 individual may receive during his benefit year shall
8 be an amount equal to thirty per cent of his wages in
9 the base period, or an amount equal to twenty-six.

10 times his benefit rate, -whichever is the lesser. If such
11 amount includes a fractional part of a dollar, it shall
12 be raised to the next highest dollar.


