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MEMORANDUM OF COMMISSIONER OF COR
PORATIONS AND TAXATION WITH RESPECT 
TO PETITION OF GEORGE McEWAN AND 
RALPH C. M AIiAR THAT THE NORTHFIELD 
SCHOOLS BE AUTHORIZED TO HOLD ADDI
TIONAL REAL AND PERSONAL ESTATE.

April 10, 1946.

To the Honorable Senate Committee on Rides.

The above-named petition was received from the Clerk 
of the Senate Committee on Rules April 9, 1946, with a 
request for a memorandum. Had this petition been 
seasonably filed and transmitted to me pursuant to 
General Laws, chapter 3, section 7, I would have advised 
as follows:

The Northfield Schools was created a corporation May 
20, 1912, by chapter 609 of the Acts of 1912. Section 1 
of the act of incorporation authorized the corporation 
to hold property to an amount not exceeding $6,000,000. 
Chapter 59 of the Acts of 1926 authorized the corporation 
to hold property to an amount not exceeding $4,000,000 
“ in addition to the amount now authorized by law.” 
This appears consistent with the provision which was 
allowed to stand in section 1 of the act of incorporation, 
and gave a maximum authority aggregating $10,000,000. 
The act accompanying the petition seeks to amend said 
chapter 57 of the Acts of 1926 by striking out the words 
“ four million dollars in addition to the amount now 
authorized by law” and inserting in place thereof the 
words “ fifteen million dollars.” This in my opinion
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produces conflict with the provision in section 1 of the 
act of incorporation which still stands. If the maximum 
authority now sought is to hold an amount of property 
not exceeding 815,000,000 in all, it is suggested that it 
would be better to adhere to the pattern set by chapter 
57 of the Acts of 1926, striking simply the word "four” 
and substituting the word "nine”  so that it would be 
clear that the $9,000,000 authorized by the act of 1926, 
as amended, is in addition to the $6,000,000 authorized 
by the act of incorporation, and that therefore the aggre
gate amount authorized is $15,000,000.

The object sought by the present petition and bill 
cannot be accomplished under the General Laws as they 
stand. The frequency of petitions of this sort, however, 
raises the question as to whether it would be desirable 
to increase the maximum amount stated in section 9 of 
chapter 180 of the General Laws.

No fee is required by General Laws, chapter 3, section 
7, in the case of a corporation of this kind.

Respectfi illy submitted,

HENRY F. LONG,
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation.
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To accompany the petition of George McEwan and Ralph C. 
Mahar that the Northfield Schools be authorized to hold additional 
real and personal estate. Education.

Cbe Commontoealtt) of e^assacinisetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

A n  A ct  to  a u t h o r iz e  t h e  n o r t h f ie l d  sc h o o l s  to

HOLD ADDITIONAL REAL AND PERSONAL ESTATE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Se c t io n  1. Chapter fifty-seven of the acts of
2 nineteen hundred and twenty-six is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in the sixth and seventh lines, the
4 words ‘ ‘ four million dollars in addition to the amount
5 now authorized by law,” and inserting in place
6 thereof the words: — fifteen million dollars, — so
7 as to read as follows: — The Northfield Schools, a
8 corporation incorporated by chapter six hundred
9 and nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and twelve,

10 is hereby authorized to receive by gift, grant, devise,
11 bequest or otherwise, or to purchase, and to hold and
12 manage, property, real or personal, to an amount
13 not exceeding fifteen million dollars and from time
14 to time to invest and reinvest such personal property



15 and the proceeds of any sale or exchange of such real
16 or personal property.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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