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Cf)c orommontoealti) of Qiaggactmgettg

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

An Act to  am en d  th e  l aw s  r e l a t iv e  to  sta te  and

M ILITARY AID , SOLDIERS’ R E L IE F , E TC ., AND IN  CERTAIN 

OTHER RESPECTS.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section  1. The General Laws are hereby
2 amended by striking out chapter one hundred and
3 fifteen, as amended, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following chapter: —

5 C h a p t e r  115.
6 V e t e r a n s ’ B e n e f it s .
7 DEFIN ITION S.

8 Section 1. The following words, as used in this
9 chapter, unless the context otherwise requires, shall

10 have the following meaning:
11 “ Commissioner” , commissioner of veterans’
12 services.
13 “ Dependent” , the wife, widow, child, mother or
14 father of a veteran, as hereinafter defined, including
15 any person who stood in the relationship of a parent
16 to such veteran for the five years next preceding
17 the commencement of his wartime service; pro-
18 vided, that no child of a veteran who is more than
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19 eighteen years of age shall be deemed a dependent,
20 unless such child is attending school for the pur-
21 pose of completing a regulation high school course
22 or its equivalent, or unless he is mentally or phys-
23 ically unable to support himself and his disability
24 existed before he attained that age.
25 “ Veteran” , any person, male or female, including
26 a nurse, whose discharge or release from his last
27 wartime service was other than dishonorable, or
28 who died during such service under circumstances
29 other than dishonorable, and who served in the
30 army, navy, coast guard or marine corps of the
31 United States, or who, while a citizen of this com-
32 monwealth, served in any of its military organiza-
33 tions mustered into the service of the United States,
34 during :
35 1. The civil war between the nineteenth day of
36 April, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, and the first
37 day of September, eighteen hundred and sixty-five;
38 2. The Indian war service of the United States
39 under the authority or by the approval of the United
40 States or any state or territory in any Indian war
41 or campaign, or in connection with or in the zone
42 of any active Indian hostilities in any of the states
43 or territories of the United States prior to January
44 first, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight;
45 3. The Spanish war service, or during the period
46 of the Philippine Insurrection or China Relief Ex-
47 pedition between February fifteenth, eighteen hun-
48 dred and ninety-eight, and July fourth, nineteen
49 hundred and two;
50 4. The Mexican border service, between June
51 thirteenth, nineteen hundred and sixteen, and
52 February third, nineteen hundred and seventeen;
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53 5. World War I, between February third, nine-
54 teen hundred and seventeen, and November eleventh,
55 nineteen hundred and eighteen;
56 6. World War II, between September sixteenth,
57 nineteen hundred and forty, and the date of the
58 termination of said war as determined by the con-
59 gress of the United States, or by proclamation of
60 the president.
61 “ Veterans’ agent” , the person appointed under
62 section three to disburse veterans’ benefits in any
63 city or town, or, if no such appointment has been
64 made, the mayor of the city or the selectmen of the
65 town disbursing such benefits; in Boston, the soldiers’
66 relief commissioner.
67 “ Veterans’ benefits” , the benefits provided by
68 this chapter. When used in any statute, ordinance,
69 by-law, rule or regulation, the phrases “ state aid” ,
70 “ military aid” , “ soldiers’ relief” , “ soldiers’ burial” ,
71 or any words or phrases connoting the same, shall
72 mean veterans’ benefits.
73 POW ERS AND DUTIES OF THE COMMISSIONER.

74 Section 2. The commissioner shall assist and
75 advise veterans’ agents in the performance of their
76 duties, investigate, so far as the interests of the
77 commonwealth require, all payments of veterans’
78 benefits, prepare papers and expedite the adjudica-
79 tion of claims, assist claimants in proving their
80 cases, keep a record of work done in his office, and
81 make an annual report.
82 He shall establish the form of application to be
83 used by applicants for veterans’ benefits, may re-
84 quire the annexation thereto of official records of
85 the veteran’s induction, enlistment, service or dis-
86 charge, or attested copies of the same, and shall
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87 from time to time provide each city and town with 
8S blank application forms prepared by him.
89 He shall decide all controversies between towns
90 relath e to the settlement of applicants for veterans’
91 benefits, and, subject to the approval of the attor-
92 ney general, his decisions- shall be final. He shall
93 further decide all controversies between such an
94 applicant and a veterans’ agent relative to the
95 validity or amount of a claim for such benefits, and,
96 upon the complaint of any person that the city or
97 town in which such person resides is granting such
98 benefits contrary to the provisions of this chapter,
99 shall forthwith make an investigation of such corn-

100 plaint, and a determination of the amount of such
101 benefits, if any, to be granted; a final appeal from
102 such decision or determination may be taken by such
103 claimant, veterans’ agent or resident, within ten
104 days after his receipt of notice of the same, to the
105 governor and council.
106 L pon the written request of the mayor of a city
107 or the selectmen of a town, he shall forthwith in-
108 vestigate any matter relating to the administration
109 therein of the provisions of this chapter and the
110 expenses of such an investigation shall be certified
111 by him to the state treasurer who shall collect
112 the same as an additional tax upon such city or
113 town.
114 He may, with the consent of the governor, ap-
115 point, as occasion may require, one or more dis-
116 interested persons who shall investigate any. claims
117 against the commonwealth for veterans’ benefits,
118 examine any persons to or for whom such benefits
119 have been paid, investigate the reasons for and all
120 matters relating to the granting' of such benefits,
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121 and shall report their findings to him. The reason-
122 able expenses and compensation of any such dis-
123 interested person, if and when approved by the
124 commissioner and allowed by the governor and
125 council, shall be paid by the commonwealth.
126 He may authorize the payment by a veterans’
127 agent of such sums as he deems necessary to provide
128 special care in a hospital or at any other place for a
129 veteran of the civil war, his wife or widow. On or
130 before the tenth of November, in the year following
131 any expenditure so authorized, the city or town
132 making the same shall, if the person for whose
133 care it was made had no settlement therein, be
134 fully reimbursed therefor by the commonwealth;
135 otherwise, such city or town shall be reimbursed
136 by the commonwealth to the extent of one half of
137 such expenditure.
138 He may, by a written demand signed by him or
139 by his duly authorized agent, require the treasurer
140 of a savings bank, institution for savings, national
141 bank, trust company, co-operative bank, benefit
142 association, insurance company or safe deposit
143 company to inform him of the amount deposited
144 in the corporation or association to the credit of a
145 person named in such request who is a recipient of
146 veterans benefits under this chapter or an applicant
147 therefor, and, in like manner, may require the
148 employer of any such recipient or applicant to inform
149 him of the amount of money paid by such employer
150 to such recipient or applicant at any time during
151 his employment by such employer, and any- treas-
152 urer or employer who wilfully renders false informa-
153 tion in reply to such demand, shall forfeit fifty
154 dollars to the use of the commonwealth.
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155 He shall be the agent and attorney of and for all
156 departments of the commonwealth in all matters
157 before the Veterans’ Administration of the United
158 States government involving any question of federal
159 compensation or pension, and each state depart-
160 ment, board and commission shall refer to him for
161 appropriate action any appeal or application for
162 review filed with it by any veteran or dependent
163 under its care.

164 APPOINTM EN T, POW ERS AND DUTIES OF V E T E R A N S’

165 AGENTS.

166 Section 3. The mayor of each city except Boston
167 shall, and the selectmen of each town may, an-
168 nually in April, appoint a veterans’ agent to act
169 for him or them in the disbursement of veterans’
170 benefits by such city or town. No almoner or mem-
171 ber of a local board of public welfare, or officer
172 performing similar duties, or any agent of any of
173 them, shall be so appointed; but this section shall
174 not be construed as prohibiting selectmen who are
175 also members of the local board of public welfare
176 from acting in their capacity as selectmen to ad-
177 minister the provisions of this chapter.
178 Every veterans’ agent shall, from time after the
179 original allowance of any claim for veterans’ bene-
180 fits, make such investigations of the necessities
181 and qualifications of the claimant as to prevent the
182 payment of any such benefits contrary to any provi-
183 sion of this chapter.
184 Every such agent shall, within three days after
185 his receipt of an application from or in behalf of a
186 civil war veteran, his wife or widow, for special
187 care, under the provisions of section two, notify the
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188 commissioner thereof upon blank forms approved
189 by him; upon his refusal or unreasonable neglect to
190 give such notice, such agent shall be punished by a
191 fine of twenty-five dollars.
192 Upon the request of any veteran, the veterans’
193 agent for the city or town in which he resides shall
194 record his discharge or release papers, without
195 charge, in books kept by him for that purpose. 
186 Said agent shall keep an index of papers so recorded,
197 and copies thereof, if attested by him, shall be
198 admissible in evidence to the same extent and with
199 the same effect as the originals.

200 APPLICATIONS FOR V E T E R A N S’ BENEFITS.

201 Section J. Every application for veterans’ bene-
202 fits shall be in writing, signed by the applicant under
203 the penalties of perjury, and shall contain a state-
204 ment of the name, age and residence of the appli-
205 cant and his relationship to the veteran upon whose
206 wartime service his application is based, such in-
207 formation as the commissioner may require relative
208 to the commencement, duration, extent and termi-
209 nation of such veteran’s wartime service, and such
210 other representations, concerning the needs of the
211 applicant and his reasons for applying for such
212 benefits, as the commissioner may require. Every
213 such application shall be filed with the veterans’
214 agent for the city or town from which such benefits
215 are sought, and such agent shall forthwith transmit
216 the same to the commissioner.

217 PAYM ENT OF V E TERAN S’ BEN EFITS.

218 Section 5. Veterans’ benefits shall be paid to a
219 veteran or dependent by the city or town in wind,
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220 he has a settlement, or, if he has no settlement in
221 any city or town within the commonwealth, by the
222 city or town wherein he resides, provided that he
223 has resided within the commonwealth continuously
224 for three years next preceding the date of his appli-
225 cation for such benefits. No city or town shall pay
226 such benefits to an applicant who has no settlement
227 therein until its veterans’ agent has furnished to
228 the commissioner such evidence as he may require
229 that the applicant is entitled to receive such benefits
230 and has received from said commissioner an order
231 fixing the amount and duration of the same and
232 stating such other conditions as the commissioner
233 may impose relative thereto. Said order may be
234 revoked or modified by the commissioner at any
235 time by giving written notice to said agent. Within
236 three -days after his receipt of an application for
237 veterans’ benefits from a person who has a settle-
238 ment in some other city or town, the veterans’ agent
239 of the city or town of the applicant’s residence shall
240 notify the commissioner and the veterans’ agent of
241 the city or town of the applicant’s settlement, who
242 shall forthwith investigate the claim. If the city or
243 town of settlement of such applicant unreasonably
244 delays in granting such benefits to him after receipt
245 of said notice, the town of the applicant’s residence
246 shall forthwith grant such benefits as the commis-
247 sioner may order, and shall be reimbursed in full
248 therefor by the town of the applicant’s settlement.
249 Any veterans’ agent required to act on such order
250 of the commissioner who refuses and neglects to
251 comply therewith shall be punished by a fine of not
252 less than twenty-five nor more than one hundred
253 dollars.
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254 Veterans’ benefits shall not be subject to trustee
255 process, and no assignment thereof shall be valid.
256 Only such amounts shall be paid to or for any vet-
257 eran or dependent as may be necessary to afford
258 him sufficient relief or support. The applicant’s
259 receipt of income from any source in an amount
260 insufficient for his support shall not bar him from
261 receiving veterans’ benefits to supplement the same,
262 but such benefits shall not be paid to or for any
263 person able to support himself, or who is in receipt
264 of income from any source sufficient for his support.
265 No back benefits shall be paid beyond the date of
266 application.
267 No veterans’ benefits shall be paid to or for any
268 applicant if the necessity therefor is caused by his
269 voluntary idleness or continuous vicious or intem-
270 perate habits, nor to or for any veteran who has been
271 dishonorably discharged from any national soldiers’
272 or sailors’ home or from a soldiers’ home in this
273 commonwealth, unless the commissioner, after a
274 hearing, shall otherwise determine, nor to or for any
275 veteran who when he entered the federal service
276 was a subject or citizen of a neutral country, had filed
277 his intention to become a citizen of the United
278 States, and afterward withdrew such intention under
279 the act of congress approved on July ninth, nine-
280 teen hundred and eighteen, nor to or for any veteran
281 designated upon his discharge as a conscientious
282 objector, nor to or for any applicant convicted of a
283 crime unless the veterans’ agent and the commis-
284 sioner otherwise determine, nor to or for any veteran
285 who deserted from the service of the United States
286 during time of war, nor to or for any dependent of
287 such veteran, nor to or for any dependent of a living
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2SS veteran whom said veteran wilfully refuses and 
~S9 neglects to support; but a dependent of a deceased
290 a eteran shall not be deemed ineligible to receive
291 such benefits by reason of any criminal or wilful
292 misconduct on the part of the veteran at any time
293 during his life. No veteran who is or shall be other-
294 wise entitled to veterans’ benefits shall lose his right
295 thereto by reason of his absence from the common-
296 wealth while receiving hospital treatment, under 
29/ order of the United States \eterans’ Administration,
298 at any hospital located outside the commonwealth.
299 No veteran or dependent shall be compelled to
300 receive veterans’ benefits without his consent. He
301 shall receive such benefits at home, or at such other
302 place as the veterans’ agent may deem proper, but
303 he shall not be compelled to receive the same at an
304 infirmary or public institution unless his physical or
305 mental condition so requires, or, if a minor, unless
306 his parents or guardians so elect, and, except in such
307 case, such benefits shall be paid only to or for a
308 person who lives separate from persons receiving
309 support under chapter one hundred and seventeen
310 or chapter one hundred and twenty-two. The
311 veterans’ agent or the commissioner may require a
312 person to whom veterans’ benefits are granted to
313 pay over his United States pension or compensation
314 to them to be expended for his relief before receiving
315 such benefits.
316 Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to pro-
317 hibit the granting of veterans’ benefits by a city or
318 town in excess of the amount authorized or ap-
319 proved by the commissioner in any particular case,
320 or the paying of such benefits as may be necessary
321 to meet the emergency needs of any applicant prior
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322 to the filing of the original application with the
323 commissioner as provided in section four if the
324 veterans’ agent making such grant or payment
325 forthwith furnishes the commissioner with a written
326 statement of his reasons for taking such action.

327 REIM BU RSEM ENT OF CITIES AND TOW NS FOR V E TERAN S’

328 BEN EFITS.

329 Section 6. The amounts expended by any city or
330 town for veterans’ benefits, the names of recipients
331 thereof, the amounts paid to or for each applicant,
332 the reasons for granting him such benefits, the names
333 of the veterans on account of whose services the bene-
334 fits were granted, the names, if any, of the companies,
335 regiments, stations, organizations or vessels in which
336 they respectively enlisted, or to which they were
337 appointed, and in which they last served, and the
338 relationship of each dependent to the veteran on ac-
339 count of whose service the benefits were granted, and
340 such other details as the commissioner may require,
341 shall, within the first ten days of the month follow-
342 ing the month in which such expenditures were made,
343 be certified to said commissioner on blank forms pro-
344 vided by him, in a manner approved by him, and
345 under the penalties of perjury, by the veterans’
346 agent and treasurer of such city or town. The corn-
347 missioner shall examine such certificates, shall allow
348 and endorse thereon such amounts as he finds have
349 been paid and reported in accordance with the pro-
350 visions of this chapter, and shall transmit the cer-
351 tificates to the comptroller. The commissioner may
352 decide upon the necessity of the amount paid in each
353 case, and may allow any part thereof which he
354 deems proper and lawful. Subject to such decision
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355 and allowance, one half of the amounts of veterans’
356 benefits paid to applicants having settlements in the 
35/ cities or towns making such payments, and all of the
358 amounts of veterans’ benefits paid to other applicants,
359 but none of the expenses attending the payment of
360 such benefits, shall be paid by the commonwealth to
361 the several cities and towns on or before November
362 tenth in the year after such expenditures.

363 APPOIN TM EN T, POW ERS AND DUTIES OF BURIAL

364 A g e n ts .

365 Section 7. Annually in April, the mayor of ?ach
366 city except Boston, and the selectmen of each town,
367 and, in Boston, the soldiers’ relief commissioner,
368 shall designate a burial agent, who shall not be one
369 of the local board of public welfare or be employed
370 by said board, and who shall, under regulations
371 established by the commissioner, cause properly to be
372 interred the body of any veteran or adult dependent
373 who dies without sufficient means to defray funeral
374 expenses, and the body of any dependent child of
375 a veteran if such veteran and his wife, or his widow,
376 be without sufficient means to defray funeral’ ex-
377 penses. If interment of any such body has taken
378 place without the knowledge of the burial agent,
379 application may be made to him within thirty days
380 after the date of death, or after final interment, if
381 the veteran dies in the service, and if upon investiga-
382 tion he shall find that the deceased was within the
383 provisions of this section and the rules of the corn-
384 missioner, he may certify the same as provided in
385 section eight. The provisions of this section shall
386 not apply to any person who at the time of entering
387 the federal service was a subject or citizen of a
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388 neutral country, who had filed his intention to be-
389 come a citizen of the United States and who after-
390 ward withdrew such intention under the act of con-
391 gress approved July ninth, nineteen hundred and
392 eighteen, nor to any person designated upon his
393 discharge as a conscientious objector.

394 PAYM ENT AND REIM BU RSEM ENT OF B U R IA L EXPEN SE S.

395 Section 8. Amounts expended by the burial agent
396 under the provisions of section seven shall not be
397 greater than fifty dollars for the burial of a child
398 under the age of thirteen, nor greater than one hun-
399 dred dollars for the burial of any other person; two
400 dollars of the amount expended for any single burial
401 shall be paid to the burial agent as compensation
402 for his services. No city or town shall be reimbursed
403 under this section for any amount so expended for
404 any single burial if the total expense of said burial,
405 by whomsoever incurred, exceeded one hundred and
406 fifty dollars for a child under the age of thirteen, or
407 two hundred and fifty dollars for any other person.
408 .The burial shall not be made in any cemetery or burial
409 ground used exclusively for the burial of persons
410 under the provisions of chapter one hundred and
411 seventeen, or in any part of any cemetery or burial
412 ground so used. Relatives of the deceased who are
413 unable to bear the expense of burial may be allowed
414 to conduct the funeral. The full amount so expended,
415 the name of the deceased, and, if he was a veteran,
416 the regiment, company, station, organization or
417 vessel in which he served, the date of death, place of
418 interment, and if the deceased was a wife or widow
419 the name of her husband and date of her marriage,
420 and if the deceased was a dependent child the name
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421 of the veteran, and such other details as the commis-
422 sioner may require, .shall be certified on oath to him,
423 in such manner as he may approve, by the burial
424 agent and the treasurer of the city or town expending
425 the amount, within three months after the burial;
426 the commissioner shall endorse upon the certificate
427 his allowance of such amounts as he finds have been
428 paid and reported according to the foregoing provi-
429 sions, and shall transmit the certificate to the comp-
430 trailer. One half the amounts legally paid and so
431 allowed shall be paid by the commonwealth to the
432 several cities and towns on or before November tenth
433 in the year after the expenditures have been made.

434 care  of v e t e r a n s ’ g r a v e s .

435 Section 9. Annually in April, the mayor of every
436 city and the selectmen of every town shall appoint
437 a resident of such city or town, preferably a veteran,
438 who shall cause every veteran’s grave within such
439 city or town to be suitably kept and cared for. If
440 the cost óf such care and maintenance is not paid
441 by private persons, or by the trustees of the ceme-
442 teries where any such grave is situated, it shall be
443 paid by the city or town; and cities and towns may
444 appropriate money therefor. Money so appro-
445 priated may be expended directly by the city or
446 town or paid over to the. trustees or manager of any
447 cemetery where any such grave is situated; but the
448 sum so paid over in any year shall not exceed for
449 each grave the sum charged for the annual care and
450 maintenance of like lots in the same cemetery, or,
451 if no such charge is made in that cemetery, it shall
452 not exceed the sum charged in other cemeteries in
453 the same city or town for like services.
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1 Section  2. Nothing in this act shall be deemed
2 to affect the provisions of chapter one hundred and
3 fifteen of the General Laws, as in effect immediately
4 prior to the effective date of section one hereof, rela-
5 five to the reimbursement by the commonwealth of
6 cities and towns for aid and relief given by them
7 under said provisions as then in force.

1 Section  3. Chapter forty of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out section fift3r-one,
3 as most recently amended by chapter three hundred
4 and forty of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-
5 five, and inserting in place thereof the following
6 section : —
7 Section 51. No town or officer thereof shall pub-
8 lish in any report for general distribution to the
9 public or to its citizens the names of persons assisted

10 in any way by the board of public welfare of the
11 town or publish or disclose in any manner to others
12 than officers of any city, town or other governmental
13 agency or the duly authorized agents of such officers
14 the names of any persons residing in such town who
15 received benefits under chapter one hundred and
16 fifteen, except that a duly incorporated charitable
17 corporation shall be informed, upon its request, as
18 to whether or not any designated person has re-
19 ceived such benefits. No department, board or com-
20 mission, or agent thereof, of a town providing aid,
21 guidance or advice solely to persons who are in
22 active military or naval service during the time of
23 war, or who were formerly in such service, or to the
24 dependents of any such persons, shall furnish any
25 records or information to any social service index,
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26 so called, or exchange information with any other
27 agency, except as hereinbefore provided. Whoever 
2S violates any provision of this section shall be pun-
29 ished by a fine of not less than twenty-five nor
30 more than five hundred dollars.

1 S e c t i o n  4. Section two of chapter one hundred
2 and sixteen of the General Laws, and most recently
3 amended by chapter three hundred and seventy-
4 nine cf the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-three,
5 is hereby further amended by striking out, in the
6 third line, the words "aid or relief” , and inserting
7 in place thereof the word: — benefits, — so as to
8 read as follow’s: — Section 2. No person shall ac-
9 quire a settlement, or be in the process of acquiring

10 a settlement, while receiving public relief other than
11 benefits received under chapter one hundred and
12 fifteen, unless, within two years after receiving such
13 relief, he tenders reimbursement of the cost thereof
14 to the commonwealth or to the town furnishing
15 it. No former patient of a state or county tuber-
16 culosis sanatorium or hospital, who is employed in
17 such an institution, shall lose or gain a settlement or
18 be in the process of losing or gaining a settlement
19 while so emploj'-ed. No person residing in an in-
20 corporated charitable institution the personal prop-
21 erty of which is exempt from taxation, other than an
22 employee of such institution, shall gain or lose a
23 settlement nor be in the process of gaining or losing
24 a settlement while residing therein.

1 Se c tio n  5. Said chapter one hundred and sixteenf
2 is hereby amended by striking out section four, as
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appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting 
in place thereof the following section: —

Section J. If a veteran or a dependent of a 
veteran eligible to receive veterans’ benefits under 
chapter one hundred and fifteen receives benefits or 
treatment in any hospital or other institution, such 
benefits or treatment shall not have the effect of 
preventing or defeating the acquisition of a legal 
settlement.

Se c tio n  6. Said chapter one hundred and sixteen 
is hereby further amended by striking out section 
five, as amended by section fourteen of chapter four 
hundred and fifty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred 
and forty-three, and inserting in place thereof the 
following section:

Section 5. Except as otherwise provided in this sec
tion, each settlement existing on August twelfth, 
nineteen hundred and eleven, shall continue in force 
until defeated under this chapter, but from and after 
said date failure for five consecutive years by a per
son, after reaching twenty-one years of age, to reside 
in a town where he had a settlement, shall defeat 
a settlement acquired under clause First of section 
one, or a settlement of a woman acquired under clause 
Second of said section one provided the settlement of 
her husband is defeated. The settlement of a minor 
acquired under either clause Third or Fourth of sec
tion one, except the settlement of a female minor who 
has married, shall be defeated with the settlement of 
the parents. The time during which a person shall 
be an inmate of anf  infirmary, jail, prison, or other 
public or state institution, within the commonwealth
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24 ° r 111 any manner under its care and direction, or that
25 of an officer thereof, or of a soldiers’ or sailors’ home
26 whether within or without the commonwealth, shall
27 not be counted in computing the time either for
28 acquiring or defeating a settlement, except as provided
29 m section two. The settlement existing on August
30 twelfth, nineteen hundred and sixteen, or any
31 settlement subsequently acquired, of a veteran eligible
32 to receive veterans’ benefits under the provisions of
33 chapter one hundred and fifteen, and the settlement
34 of his wife, widow until she remarries, minor children,
35 father or mother, qualified by his service to receive
36 such benefits, shall not be defeated, except by failure 
3/ to reside in the commonwealth for five consecutive 
38 years or by the acquisition of a new settlement.

1 Sectio n  7. Section nine of chapter one hundred
2 and eighteen of the General Laws, inserted by section
3 one of chapter four hundred and thirteen of the acts
4 of nineteen hundred and thirty-six, is hereby amended
5 by striking out, in the second line, the word "a id ” ,
6 and inserting in place thereof the word: — bene-
7 fits, — so as to read as follows: — Section 9. If an
8 application for aid under this chapter is affected by
9 the eligibility of the applicant to receive benefits'

10 under chapter one hundred and fifteen, the applicant
11 shall be entitled to exercise such options and execute
12 such waivers as may be necessary to receive the aid
13 which he seeks.

1 • Sectio n  8. Section nine of chapter one hundred
2 and eighteen A of the General Laws, as most recently
3 amended by section three of chapter five hundred
4 and forty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and



20 SENATE — No. 539. [June

5 forty-five, is hereby further amended by inserting
6 after the word “ or” in the third line the words:—•
7 benefits under, — so as to read as follows: — Sec-
8 tion 9. If an application for assistance under this
9 chapter is affected by the eligibility of the applicant to

10 receive aid under chapter sixty-nine or benefits under
11 chapter one hundred and fifteen, the applicant shall lie
12 entitled to exercise such options and execute such
13 waivers as may be necessary to receive the assistance
14 or aid which he seeks.

1 Section  9. Chapter eleven of the acts of nine-
2 teen hundred and forty-two is hereby amended by
3 striking out section one, as most recently amended
4 by chapter three hundred and sixty-six of the acts
5 of nineteen hundred and forty-five, and inserting in
6 place thereof the following section: —
7 Section 1. Any city or town, acting by its vet-
8 erans’ agent, as defined by section one of chapter
9 one hundred and fifteen of the General Laws, may,

10 during the continuance of the existing state of war
11 between the United States and any foreign country
12 and for six months thereafter, provide a war allow-
13 ance for the dependent relatives of any person in
14 the military or naval service of the United States
15 during said state of war which, for the purposes of
16 this act, shall be deemed to have begun on Septem-
17 ber sixteenth, nineteen hundred and forty; provided,
18 that on said September sixteenth or, if after said
19 date said person entered said service or was recalled
20 thereto or was continued therein after the expira-
21 tion of a prior enlistment, at the time of his entry
22 into or recall to or continuance in said service to
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2o the credit of the commonwealth, said person was a
24 resident of this commonwealth and had been a resi-
25 dent thereof for not less than one year. The de-
26 pendent relatives of such a person who are eligible
27 to receive such aid shall be the wife, children under
28 eighteen years of age, or any child dependent by
29 reason of physical or mental incapacity, or a brother
30 or sister under eighteen years of age, or a dependent
31 parent, or any one who stood in the relationship of
32 a parent to such person for five years prior to said
33 September sixteenth or, if after said date said per-
34 son entered said service or was recalled thereto or
35 was continued therein after the expiration of a prior
36 enlistment, for five years prior to his entry into,
37 recall to or continuance in said service to the credit
38 of the commonwealth. The commissioner of vet-
39 erans’ services may authorize the payment of medi-
40 cal and hospital bills that have accrued during the
41 illness of any dependent relative of such a person
42 in case such dependent dies while said person is in
43 said service. The allowance authorized by this sec-
44 tion shall cease on the termination of the service by
45 death or discharge.

1 Se c tio n  10. Section two of said chapter eleven,
2 as amended by section two of chapter two hundred
3 and eleven of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 forty-three, is hereby repealed.

1 Section 1 1 . Said chapter eleven is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section three, and inserting
3 in place thereof the following section: —
4 Section 3. The payments authorized by section
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5 one shall be made in the same manner in which, and
6 shall be subject to the same limitations under which,
7 benefits are paid to dependent relatives of veterans
8 under the provisions of said chapter one hundred
9 and fifteen, so far as applicable and except as other- 

i() wise provided herein.

1 Section  12. Section five of said chapter eleven
2 is hereby amended by striking out, in the first line,
3 the words “ state aid and pensions” and inserting
4 in place thereof the words : — veterans’ services, —
5 so as to read as follows : — Section 5. The commis-
6 sioner of veterans’ services shall, from time to time,
7 furnish each city and town with a sufficient number
8 of blank forms for the use of applicants; shall dé
fi cide all questions in dispute between applicants and

10 the municipal authorities; shall investigate all pay-
11 ments of war allowance; shall have power to deter-
12 mine all incidental questions arising in connection
13 therewith; and shall have the custody of the origi-
14 nal papers relating to each application.

1 Se c tio n  13. Said chapter eleven is hereby fur-
2 ther amended by striking out section six, and in-
3 serting in place thereof the following section : —
4 Section 6. Applications for war allowance may
5 be filed directly with the commissioner of veterans’
6 services who in such case may request the officers
7 authorized by law to furnish veterans’ benefits of
8 the city or town named in the application for a
9 recommendation thereon, or with such officers who 

10 shall, within three days, forward the application to
l l  gether with a recommendation thereon, to the com- 
12 missioner.
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1 Sectio n  14. Said chapter eleven is hereby fur-
2 ther amended by striking out section seven, and in-
3 serting in place thereof the following section: —
4 Section 7. Municipal officers making payments
5 under this act shall make return of the same to the
6 commissioner of veterans’ services on blank forms
7 to be furnished by him in the manner prescribed
8 by the applicable provisions of said chapter one
9 hundred and fifteen. Said commissioner shall pre-

10 scribe rules as to the amount and the disbursement
11 of allowance to the dependents of persons in the
12 actual service of the United States, and reimburse-
13 ment shall be made to the city or town from the
14 state treasury for amounts actually expended and
15 authorized by said commissioner; provided, that in
16 no case shall more than fifty dollars be reimbursed
17 on account of the total allowance rendered to all
18 dependent relatives of any one such person in any
19 one month. All sums expended by cities and towns
20 in excess of the amount so authorized shall be borne
21 by the respective city or town in which the recipient
22 has a legal settlement; but, in the case of depend-
23 ents of a person without legal settlement, the amount
24 expended by cities and towns in excess of the limit
25 prescribed, after determination by the commissioner
26 of veterans’ services as to how much allowance is
27 necessary to afford reasonable support, shall be re-
28 imbursed by the commonwealth.

1 Sectio n  15. Section nine of said chapter eleven
2 is hereby repealed.

1 Section  16. Section ten of said chapter eleven
2 is hereby amended by striking out, in the third and
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3 fourth lines, the words “ state or military aid, sol-
4 diers’ relief” , and inserting in place thereof the
5 words: — veterans’ benefits, — so as to read as fol-
6 low’s: Section 10. Whoever knowingly makes a false
7 statement, oral or written, relating to a material
8 fact in supporting a claim to war allowance, vet-
9 erans’ benefits or other benefit under any provision

10 of this act shall be punished by a fine of not more
11 than one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment for
12 not more than one year. Whoever, being entitled
13 to any of the benefits of this act, fraudulently claims
14 or receives pay for a period of time following the
15 termination of his right to receive the same shall be
16 punished by a fine of not more than one hundred
17 dollars, or by imprisonment for not more than one
18 year, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

1 Section 17. Chapter seventy-three of the acts of
2  n in e t e e n  h u n d r e d  a n d  f o r t y - f i v e  is  h e r e b y  a m e n d e d

3 by striking out section one, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: —
5 Section 1. Subject to the provisions of this act, any
6 city or t*owrn, by a two thirds vote as defined in section
7 one of chapter forty-four of the General Laws, and with
8 the approval of the mayor or selectmen and of the
9 emergency finance board established under section one

10 of chapter forty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred
11 and thirty-three, may borrow in each of the years
12 nineteen hundred and forty-five and nineteen hun-
13 dred and forty-six inside its limit of indebtedness as
14 prescribed by section ten of said chapter forty-four,
15 for use only for meeting appropriations made or to
16 be made for public welfare, including in such term
17 old age assistance and aid to dependent children
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18 and for veterans’ benefits to an amount not more
19 than one half of one per cent of the average of the
20 assessors’ valuation of its taxable property for the
21 three preceding years, such valuation to be reduced
22 and otherwise determined as provided in said sec-
23 tion ten of said- chapter forty-four, and may issue
24 bonds or notes therefor, which shall bear on their
25 face the words (name of city or town) Municipal
26 Relief Loan, Act of Nineteen Hundred and Forty-
27 fi\e. Each authorized issue shall constitute a sepa- 
.̂8 late loan, and such loans shall be paid in not more

29 than five years from their dates, as said board shall
30 fix, and, except as herein provided, shall be subject
31 to said chapter forty-four, exclusive of the limitation
32 contained in the first paragraph of section seven
33 thereof.
34 Loans may be issued hereunder in the year nine-
35 teen hundred and forty-five or nineteen hundred
36 and forty-six, as the case may be, only by a city or
37 town which in such year has appropriated to be
38 raised by taxation, or appropriated from available
39 funds for the purposes enumerated in the preceding
40 paragraph, an amount not less than the aggregate
41 of its expenditures made in the year preceding the
42 year of issue for old age assistance and aid to de-
43 pendent children to be met otherwise than from the
44 proceeds of federal grants, and of its expenditures
45 made in said preceding year for veterans’ benefits,
46 together with an amount equal to not less than
47 seventy-five per cent of its expenditures made in
48 said preceding^ year for all public welfare purposes
49 other than old age assistance, aid to dependent chil-
50 dren and veterans’ benefits, all as determined by
51 the board.
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52 If a loan under authority of this act has been ap-
53 proved by said board during the year nineteen hun-
54 dred and forty-five or nineteen hundred and forty-
55 six for a city or town, the amount of any appropria-
56 tion voted by such city or town for said year for
57 public welfare, including in such term old age assist-
58 ance, aid to dependent children and veterans’ bene-
59 fits, shall not be reduced during said year by appro-
60 priation, transfer or otherwise, except with the written
61 approval -of the board.

1 Sectio n  18. Section twenty-two of chapter six of
2 the General Laws, as most recently amended by sec-
3 tion two of chapter three hundred and ninety-three of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-five, is hereby
5 further amended by adding at the end the following
6 p a r a g r a p h -
7 When used in any statute, ordinance, b y -la A v , r u le

8 or regulation, the phrases “ commissioner of state aid
9 and pensions” or “ commissioner of veterans’ aid and

10 pensions” , or any words connoting the same, shall
11 mean the commissioner of veterans’ services.

1 Section  19. Section eight of said chapter three
2 hundred and ninety-three is hereby repealed.

1 Sectio n  20. Upon the effective date o f this act,
2 the clerk of each city and town shall deliver to the
3 veterans’ agent of his city or town all records and
4 other papers then in his custody relating to discharges
5 or releases of veterans.






