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B o st o n , December 4, 1046.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In compliance with General Laws, chapter 30, section 
33, as amended, I have the honor to submit herewith such 
portions of my annual report (Pub. Doc. No. 46) as em
body recommendations for legislation, accompanied by 
drafts of bills to cover said recommendations.

FREDERIC W. COOK,
Secretary of the Commonwealth.
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RECOMMENDATIONS.

1. Under the provisions of law relative to the tune 
within which the State Ballot Law Commission is required 
to make final report on matters referred to it, no definite 
time of day is fixed. It is, therefore, recommended that 
section 32 of chapter six of the General Laws be amended.

The same uncertainty exists in other provisions of the 
election laws which relate to the last day for filing various 
papers in connection with or pertaining to primaries and 
elections. It is, therefore, recommended that section 4 of 
chapter 50 of the General Laws be amended.

2. Due to court action instituted as to whether or not 
all individual nomination papers pertaining to the nomi
nation for a single office should be required to be signed 
by the candidate, it is recommended that section 1 of 
chapter 50 of the General Laws be amended.

3. Under the provisions of the last paragraph of sec
tion 4 of chapter 51 of the General Laws veterans of the 
various wars in which the country has been involved, who 
reside permanently or temporarily at the Soldiers’ Home 
in Chelsea, are designated “ inmates.”  It seems manifestly 
proper that these persons should be designated by some 
other word, such as veteran, that would carry with it the 
honor to which they are entitled, and it is, therefore, rec
ommended that the law be so amended.

4. At the presidential primary in 1944 the names of 
two candidates for delegates to a national convention ap
peared twice on the presidential primary ballot. This 
caused great confusion, duplication in voting, and to a 
certain extent misled the voters. In order to prevent this 
it is recommended that the law be amended.


