
HOUSE No. 218

By Mr. Hurwitz of Cohasset, jietition of Francis X . Cotter for 
legislation to amend the laws relating to veterans’ benefits and in 
certain other respects. Military Affairs and Public Safety.

COc Commontuealti) of e^assaclHtsctts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An A ct a m e n d in g  th e  la w s  relatin g  to v e t e r a n s ’

BENEFITS, AND IN CERTAIN OTHER RESPECTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 115 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 1, as appear-
3 ing in section 1 of chapter 584 of the acts of 1946, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following: —
a Section 1. The following words, as used in this
6 chapter, unless the context otherwise requires, shall
7 have the following meaning:
8 “ Commissioner” , commissioner of veterans’ serv-
9 ices.

10 “ Dependent” , the wife, widow, child, mother or
11 father of a veteran, as hereinafter defined, including
12 any person who stood in the relationship of a parent
13 to such veteran for the five years next preceding the
14 commencement of his wartime service; provided, that
15 no child of a veteran who is more than eighteen years
16 of age shall be deemed a dependent, unless such child
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17 is attending an educational institution selected by
18 him and approved by the veterans’ agent but not
19 after such child reaches the age of twenty-one years,
20 or unless he is mentally or physically unable to sup-
21 port himself and his disability existed before he at-
22 tained that age.
23 “ Veteran” , any person, male or female, including
24 a nurse, whose discharge or release from his last war-
25 time service was other than dishonorable, or who died
26 during such service under circumstances other than
27 dishonorable, and who had active service in the army,
28 navy, coast guard or marine corps of the United States
29 during:
30 1. The civil war between the nineteenth day of
31 April, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, and the first
32 day of September, eighteen hundred and sixty-five;
33 2. The Indian war service of the United States
34 under the authority or by the approval of the United
35 States or any state or territory in any Indian war or
36 campaign, or in connection with or in the zone of any
37 active Indian hostilities in any of the states or terri-
38 tories of the United States prior to January first,
39 eighteen hundred and ninety-eight;
40 3. The Spanish war service, or during the period of
41 the Philippine Insurrection or China Relief Expedi-
42 tion between February fifteenth, eighteen hundred and
43 ninety-eight, and July fourth, nineteen hundred and
44 tw o;
45 4. The Mexican border service, between June thir-
46 teenth, nineteen hundred and sixteen, and February
47 third, nineteen hundred and seventeen;
48 5. World War I, between February third, nineteen
49 hundred and seventeen, and November eleventh,
50 nineteen hundred and eighteen;
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51 6. World War II, between September sixteenth,
52 nineteen hundred and forty, and the date of the termi-
53 nation ol said war as determined by the congress of
54 the United States, or by proclamation of the president.
55 " Veterans’ agent” , the person appointed under sec-
56 tion three to disburse veterans’ benefits in any city or
57 town, or, if no such appointment has been made, the
58 mayor of the city or the selectmen of the town dis-
59 bursing such benefits; in Boston, the soldiers’ relief
60 commissioner.
61 “ Veterans’ benefits” , the benefits provided by this
62 chapter. When used in any statute, ordinance, by-law,
63 rule or regulation, the phrases “ state aid” , “ military
64 aid , soldiers’ relief” , “ soldiers’ burial” , or any words
65 or phrases connoting the same, shall mean veterans’
66 benefits.

1 Section 2. The fifth paragraph of section 2 of said
2 chapter 115, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
3 striking out, in the third line, the words “ against the
4 commonwealth” , —  so as to read as follows: — He
5 may, with the consent of the governor, appoint as
6 occasion may require, one or more disinterested per-
7 sons who shall investigate any claims for veterans’
8 benefits, examine any persons to or for whom such
9 benefits have been paid, investigate the reasons for

10 and all matters relating to the granting of such bene-
11 fits, and shall report their findings to him. The rea-
12 sonable expenses and compensation of any such dis-
13 interested person, if and when approved by the com-
14 missioner and allowed by the governor and council,
15 shall be paid by the commonwealth.

1 Section  3. The first paragraph of said section 5,
2 of said chapter 115, is amended by inserting after the
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3 word “ benefits” the following: — provided that
4 where the veteran has resided in Massachusetts for
5 three years, his wife and children may be assisted if
6 they have resided in Massachusetts less than three
7 years.”
8 The fourth paragraph of said section 5 of said chap-
9 ter 115, as so appearing, is hereby amended by strik-

10 ing out, in the ninth and tenth lines, the words
11 “ chapter one hundred and seventeen or” , — so as to
12 read as follows: —  No veteran or dependent shall be
13 compelled to receive veterans’ benefits without his
14 consent. He shall receive such benefits at home, or
15 at such other place as the Veterans’ agent may deem
16 proper, but he shall not be compelled to receive the
17 same at an infirmary or public institution unless his
18 physical or mental condition so requires, or, if a minor,
19 unless his parents or guardians so elect, and, except
20 in such case, such benefits shall be paid only to or for
21 a person who lives separate from persons receiving
22 support under chapter one hundred and twenty-two.
23 The veterans’ agent or the commissioner may require
24 a person to whom veterans’ benefits are granted to
25 pay over his United States pension or compensation
26 to them to be expended for his relief before receiving
27 such benefits.

1 Section 4. The third paragraph of section 5 of
2 said chapter 115, as so appearing, is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the word “ veteran”  in the eight -
4 eenth line the words: — , nor to or for any veteran
5 who wilfully refuses or neglects to support his de-
6 pendents, —  so as to read as follows: —  No veterans'
7 benefits shall be paid to or for any applicant if the
8 necessity therefor is caused by his voluntary idleness
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9 or continuous vicious or intemperate habits, nor to or
10 for any veteran who has been dishonorably discharged
11 from any national soldiers’ or sailors’ home or from a
12 soldiers’ home in this commonwealth, unless the com-
13 missioner, after a hearing, shall otherwise determine,
14 nor to or for any veteran who when he entered the
15 federal service was a subject or citizen of a neutral
16 country, had filed his intention to become a citizen of
17 the United States, and afterward withdrew such in-
18 tention under the act of congress approved on July
19 ninth, nineteen hundred and eighteen, nor to or for
20 any veteran designated upon his discharge as a con-
21 scientious objector, nor to or for any applicant con-
22 victed of a crime unless the veterans’ agent and the
23 commissioner otherwise determine, nor to or for any
24 veteran who deserted from the service of the United
25 States during time of war, nor to or for any dependent
26 of such veteran, nor to or for any veteran who wilfully
27 refuses or neglects to support his dependents, nor to
28 or for any dependent of a living veteran whom said
29 veteran wilfully refuses and neglects to support; but
30 a dependent of a deceased veteran shall not be deemed
31 ineligible to receive such benefits by reason of any
32 criminal or wilful misconduct on the part of the vet-
33 eran at any time during his life. Xo veteran
34 who is or shall be otherwise entitled to veterans’
35 benefits shall lose his right thereto by reason of his
36 absence from the commonwealth while receiving hos-
37 pital treatment, under order of the United States Vet-
38 erans’ Administration, at any hospital located outside
39 the commonwealth.

1 Section 5. Said section 5 of said chapter 115, as
2 so appearing, is hereby further amended by adding at
3 the end the following new paragraph: - -



6 HOUSE —  No. 218. [Jan.

4 Whenever veterans’ benefits are paid to any person,
5 no officer of any town shall, directly or indirectly,
6 solicit, direct, or in any way interfere with the recip-
7 ient of such benefits in the matter of the person, part-
8 nership or corporation to whom or to which, or the
9 place at which, the recipient shall give his custom;

10 and whoever violates this provision shall be punished
11 by a fine of not less than twenty-five nor more than
12 five hundred dollars.

1 Section 6. Said chapter 115 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 7, as so appearing, and
3 inserting in place thereof the following : -
4 Section 7. Annually in April, the mayor of each
5 city except Boston, and the selectmen of each town,
6 and, in Boston, the soldiers’ relief commissioner, shall
7 designate a burial agent, who shall not be one of the
8 local board of public welfare or be employed by said
9 board, and who shall, under regulations established

10 by the commissioner, cause properly to be interred
11 the body of any veteran or dependent, as defined in
12 section one, who dies without sufficient means to de-
13 fray funeral expenses; provided that no residence or
14 settlement requirements shall apply. If interment of
15 any such body has taken place without the knowledge
16 of the burial agent, application may be made to him
17 within thirty days after the date of death, or after
18 final interment, if the veteran dies in the service, and
19 if upon investigation he shall find that the deceased
20 was within the provisions of this section and the rules
21 of the commissioner, he may certify the same as pro-
22 vided in section eight. The provisions of this section
23 shall not apply to any person who at the time of en-
24 tering the federal service was a subject or citizen of a
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25 neutral country, who had filed his intention to become
26 a citizen of the United States and who afterward with-
27 drew such intention under the act of congress ap-
28 proved July ninth, nineteen hundred and eighteen,
29 nor to any person designated upon his discharge as a
30 conscientious objector.

1 Section 7. Section 5 of chapter 116 of the Gen-
2 eral Laws, as most recently amended by section 6 of
3 said chapter 584, is hereby further amended by strik-
4 ing out, in the twenty-third line, the word “ eligible”
5 and inserting in place thereof the word: —  qualified,
6 so as to read as lollows: — Section 5. Except as
7 otherwise provided in this section, each settlement ex-
8 isting on August twelfth, nineteen hundred and eleven,
9 shall continue in force until defeated under this chap-

10 ter, but from and after said date failure for five con-
11 secutive years by a person, after reaching twenty-one
12 years of age, to reside in a town where he had a settle-
13 ment, shall defeat a settlement acquired under clause
14 First of section one, or a settlement of a woman ac-
15 quired under clause Second of said section one pro-
16 vided the settlement of her husband is defeated. The
17 settlement of a minor acquired under either clause
18 Third or Fourth of section one, except the settlement
19 of a female minor who has married, shall be defeated
20 with the settlement of the parents. The time during 
U which a person shall be an inmate of any infirmary, 
2̂ . jail, prison, or other public or state institution, within
23 the commonwealth or in any manner under its care
24 and direction, or that of an officer thereof, or of a 
2o soldiers’ or sailors’ home whether within or without 
26 the commonwealth, shall not be counted in computing 
-7 the time either for acquiring or defeating a settlement,



28 except as provided in section two. The settlement ex-
29 isting on August twelfth, nineteen hundred and sixteen,
30 or any settlement subsequently acquired, of a veteran
31 qualified to receive veterans’ benefits under the pro-
32 visions of chapter one hundred and fifteen, and the
33 settlement of his wife, widow until she remarries,
34 minor children, father or mother, qualified by his serv-
35 ice to receive such benefits, shall not be defeated,
36 except by failure to reside in the commonwealth for
37 five consecutive years or by the acquisition of a new
38 settlement.

1 Se c t i o n s . Section 7 of said chapter 11, as amended

2 by section 14 of said chapter 584, is hereby further
3 amended by inserting after the word “ settlement” in
4 the seventeenth line the words: —  as required in the
5 case of veterans’ benefits under chapter one hundred
6 and fifteen of the General Law’s, so as to read as
7 follows: —  Section 7. Municipal officers making pay-
8 ments under this act shall make return of the same to
9 the commissioner of veterans’ services on blank forms

10 to be furnished by him in the manner prescribed by
11 the applicable provisions of said chapter one hundred
12 and fifteen. Said commissioner shall prescribe rules
13 as to the amount and the disbursement of allowance
14 to the dependents of persons in the actual service of
15 the United States, and reimbursement shall be made
16 to the city or town from the state treasury for amounts
17 actually expended and authorized by said commis-
18 si oner; provided, that in no case shall more than fifty
19 dollars be reimbursed on account of the total allow-
20 ance rendered to all dependent relatives of any one
21 such person in any one month. All sums expended b}
22 cities and towns in excess of the amount so authorized
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23 shall be borne by the respective city or town in which
24 the recipient lias a legal settlement as required in the
25 case of veterans’ benefits under chapter one hundred
26 and fifteen of the General Laws; but, in the case of
27 dependents of a person without legal settlement, the
28 amount expended by cities and towns in excess of the
29 limit prescribed, after determination by the eommis-
30 sioner of veterans’ services as to how much allowance
31 is necessary to afford reasonable support, shall be re-
32 imbursed by the commonwealth.

1 Section 9. This act shall take effect on January
2 first, nineteen hundred and forty-seven.
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