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RESOLVE PROVIDING FOR AN INVESTIGATION 
BY THE ARM ORY COMMISSION RELATIVE 
TO THE ERECTION OF NEW  ARMORIES.

T he C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  M il it a r y  D iv is io n , 
T h e  A d ju t a n t  G e n e r a l ’s  O f f ic e ,

280 St a t e  H o u s e , B o sto n  33, 4 December, 1046.

To the Honorable General Court of Massachusetts.

In compliance with chapter 31 of the Resolves of 1946, 
providing for an investigation by the Armory Commission 
relative to the erection of new’ armories in the cities of 
Gardner, Melrose and Leominster, and in the East Boston 
District of the city of Boston and in the towns of Brain
tree, Bourne and Sharon, the following report is submitted:

Bourne.

Just prior to the induction of the Massachusetts Na
tional Guard into Federal service, certain units of the 
211th Coast Artillery (anti-aircraft) were organized in 
this section. This section of the Commonwealth, covering 
the Cape from the Canal to Provincetown, should be able 
to support two units. Due, however, to the fact that this 
was a new’ departure in this part of the state, it is recom
mended that the erection of an armory await the Federal 
armory construction program.

Braintree, Leominster, East Boston, Sharon.

It is believed that these cities and towns can adequately 
support units of the National Guard, but that an expres-
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sion in favor thereof should first be obtained from the city 
or town authorities, and that the erection of armories 
and facilities await the inauguration of the Federal armory 
construction program, inasmuch as this expansion to out
side cities and towns is due to the increased demand by 
the Federal government for a larger National Guard.

Gardner.

The expansion of the National Guard of Massachusetts 
in 1939, by the War Department, resulted in the organiz
ing of companies in cities and towns, which, in the opinion 
of a board of officers duly appointed, had not had pre
viously such an organization.

Gardner, a leading city in the center of our Common
wealth, with a population of 20,245 persons, provides an 
ideal location for an armory. Its State Guard unit ranked 
among the first. For many years, the various Armory 
Commissions have had this city under consideration in 
their future planning of construction of armories.

Prior to the war, this city furnished one company for 
the 181st Infantry Regiment, and it is contemplated to 
reactivate this unit within the next few weeks.

The Armory Commission hereby recommends that a 
single-company armory be erected at a cost of approxi
mately $275,000, in the city of Gardner.

M elrose.

The erection of an armory in Melrose has been the sub
ject of a careful study for many years by the Armory 
Commission. Such an armory, built to accommodate 
two companies, would be most beneficial in relieving the 
congestion in the Charlestown Armory, by transferring 
two of these companies to this location when built.
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The city of Melrose has for a period of years, provided 
quarters for a company, for which the Commonwealth 
pays an annual rental fee of $900. The Inspector, repre
senting the Federal government and the state, has re
ported that these quarters are totally inadequate, and 
the need for an armory in this city has been known to all 
for many years. The city can furnish the personnel 
necessary for the maintaining of these two units.

It is recommended that a two-company armory be 
constructed at a cost not to exceed $400,000.

For the Armory Commission, 

W ILLIAM  H. HARRISON, Jr .,
Brigadier General, A . G. D ., M ass. N . G.,

The Adjutant General,

Chairman, Armory Commission.
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