
HOUSE No. 354

By Mr. Rudsten of Boston, petition of Daniel Rudsten relative to 
public welfare assistance and the establishment of a commission to 
codify the existing public welfare laws. Public Welfare.

Cfte Conunontoealti) of ^aosacijusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An A ct r ela tiv e  to pu blic  w e l f a r e  a s sist a n c e  an d

ESTABLISHING A COMMISSION TO CODIFY THE EXISTING 

PUBLIC WELFARE LAWS.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section  1. It is hereby declared that a commission
2 be set up by the governor to codify all existing public
3 welfare laws with the view of unifying these laws into
4 a straightforward, understandable manual of laws;
5 and that all archaic and paradoxical sections be re-
6 moved or rescinded.

1 Section  2. The commission will be organized to
2 work swiftly with any federal legislation of the future,
3 so that the state can take advantage of any federal
4 assistance.

1 Section  3. The commission will co-operate with
2 all religious and civic groups that deal in the field of
3 welfare.
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1 Se c tio n  4. All aliens who have been residents of the
2 state of Massachusetts for more than ten years will
3 become eligible for the same benefits under the old age
4 assistance law that citizens now enjoy.

1 Sectio n  5. All public welfare in the state will be ad-
2 ministered locally but supervised and partially fi-
3 nanced by the state under a uniform scale of, benefits,
4 and will fall under the supervision of the state de-
5 partment of welfare.

1 Sec tio n  6. All public welfare assistance to be ade-
2 quately increased under the prevailing cost of living
3 prices and that bare survival be no longer the criterion
4 of payments. Old age assistance, in particular, to be
5 increased immediately so that the aged can live
6 decently, support, feed and clothe themselves.

1 Se c tio n  7. The state economist who plans welfare
2 benefits by scientific study of prices and needs of wel-
3 fare recipients shall have to undergo, as a test of his
4 theories, two weeks of dieting under supervision, of the
5 food he figures is adequate for the diet of a person on
6 old age assistance rolls. Such an action would insure
7 the accuracy of his figures on which he computes the
8 money necessary to feed an aged person and the diet
9 he finds adequate. Such an experiment would throw

10 much light on the manner in which welfare recipients
11 are fed.


